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Preface

Among all the textbooks, those of Chinese characters are relatively few. Even fewer are those in-

dependent of a comprehensive textbook and systematic in introducing knowledge about Chinese charac-

ters. To enrich such teaching materials, this textbook is compiled with a view to helping the leamers in

their pursuit of Chinese language study.

I. Intended learners

This book is intended for beginners of Chinese language learning, who are willing to take in some

knowledge about Chinese characters and interested in learning the language .

II. Content and aim
There are altogether twenty lessons in this textbook, and each lesson is divided into four sections:
Knowledge about Chinese characters, the Wonder of Chinese characters, Suggestions and Review.

i.

ii.

iii .

Knowledge about Chinese characters

Lesson One to Lesson Seven are introductions to the strokes, stroke order, components and
structures of Chinese characters; Lesson Eight to Lesson Fourteen cover meaning radicals and
the following four lessons cover phonetic radicals; the last two lessons are about multi-meaning
and multi-phonetic characters. The elementary but systematic introduction to Chinese charac-
ters will enable the learner to gain some rational recognition of the structuring of Chinese char-
acters and master some basic rules goveming character construction. Example characters are
given immediately after knowledge introduction so that character familiarization can be of help
in memorizing characters .

The Wonder of Chinese Characters

llustrated with characters of particular structures, this section attempts to reveal some pecu-
liarly interesting aspects of Chinese character construction, with a purpose to enhance leam-
ers’ interest in Chinese character leaming. Once the learner has come to realize the art in
character construction, his memory will be reinforced. It should be noted here, however, that
the interpretation given in this textbook may differ from what is discussed in etymology, while
invariably serving the purpose of facilitating memorization of the characters.

Suggestions

Some proper and efficient methods of leamning are made available in this section. The sugges-
tions are based on the very practice of language teaching and intended to help leamers solve
the problems frequently encountered during the course of learning.
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. Review

This section is to supplement synchronous exercises after the example characters and mean-
while covers the main content of each lesson. Drills are mainly on recognition and writing of
the characters to guarantee a quick mastery over the characters on the part of the learner.
We also group the example characters in memory-effective units of about seven each,
and the characters in each unit share some features in common to reduce the tusk of memo-
rization and improve leaming efficiency. To ensure proper usage, we put the characters in

different contexts ranging from words and phrases to sentences.

1I1. How to Use This Book

i.

ii.

iii.

This book can serve both classroom teaching and independent learning purposes. Each lesson is
designed for two to four periods, fifteen to twenty-five characters each period. Since each les-
son is divided into several blocks, each accompanied with corresponding exercises, the teacher
is able to make his or her own decision on what will be used on the basis of learners’ language .
ability and the time available.
Grammar cannot be excluded when characters are extended to words and sentences. This text-
book, however, will not provide grammar exercises on how to construct sentences, with only
the meaning indicated. So teachers should use the book accordingly.
Limited by space, this textbook chooses only a number of the characters that are of higher fre-
quency in everyday use. Therefore, the teacher is in a position to add some other characters
when the students are of higher language level. Meanwhile, a very small number of less fre-
quently used characters are given for various purposes. For instance, when discussing ¥,
the example ¥ 4K is what we mean to introduce to the learner, but # 3 is also listed, not
because of its frequency but because we want to illustrate the point that the meaning of a mul-
ti-phonetic character can remain unchanged when pronounced differently. In this case, the

teacher does not have to discuss these characters in detail .

During the course of compilation, many textbooks have been used as reference. The authors
are An Zijie, Chen Xianchun, Zhang Jingxian, Zhang Pengpeng and some others, to whom
we would like to extend our heart-felt gratitude.

The Compiler
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