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LEADING IN AND
EXPLORING THE TOPIC

Topic: Symbols of Culture

Leading In

Introduction to the Topic

Buildings can be symbols of culture — places where history has occurred. To some people,
history is not important. But when a historic building is about to be destroyed, people react. The

following story shows an example of what can happen when a symbol of culture is about to be torn

down.

3
3
i
|
§




C Exploring

McDonald’s is the world’s leading fast food service retailer (Z8 ). So far, it has more than

30,000 restaurants in 119 countries serving 46 million customers each day. Nowadays, not only

McDonald’s but also some other fast food restaurants are getting more and more popular. Why is

it so? Let’s do a survey among the students.

Please notice that the following questions are open-ended with no right or wrong answers. You

should work in pairs and ask each other the questions, while checking (+) the answers and/or

providing your own in the blanks.

0 What’s your favorite fast food restaurant?

\\\\\ My favorlte
{ ’\\\\ ) McDonald’y

D KFC (Kentucky Fried Chicken)
Oo [ PiggaHut

My classmate’s favorite:

] McDonald’s

(] KFC (Kentucky Fried Chicken)

[ PiggaHut

Why do.you think many Chinese people like to go to

McDonald’s or KFC?
My opinion:

L] Food is served fast and
thus time iy soved.

L] The food there iy great.

E] The food is clean

o | [ Itischeap.
( ;ﬂf(i’ﬁ‘\\\l\\} It iy different from o Chi-
\ \\\%{2"2 WWMWWW
NS aforeign feeling.
"o [ Onecanlearnsomething
q&'outAwwrica«mcodtwe:

My classmate’s opinion:

[} Food is served fast and
thus time iy saved.

2 Thexfood/ﬂwewgreat

[[] Thefood isclean. (\

- [ It ts cheap.

[] It is different fromva Chi-
me/r%murmmgw%“

- wforeign feeling.

[] Onecanlearw something
about Americow culture.

/7
JJZ‘?\/}



- Section A
B READING THROUGH

./
The First McDonald’s Restaurant

I Even though the first McDonald’s restaurant sold only hamburgers and French fries, it still
became a cultural symbol. Now, in the Southern California city of Downey, people are trying to
save the first McDonald’s restaurant in history. McDonald’s, though, says the building should be
torn down.

2 Built in 1953, the restaurant in Downey, California, is the oldest of all the Golden Arches in
America, and has the earliest McDonald’s building design.

3 Many people have good memories of that old McDonald’s. These people are angry that the
building is now in danger of being destroyed, along with their memories.

4 McDonald’s explains that the building was damaged in an earthquake, and therefore needs
to be torn down. Many people in the town of Downey don’t agree with this line of thinking,
though.

5 One woman says, “I think it’s terrible. They
are using the earthquake as an excuse. It’s a big
lie.”

6  Another Downey resident remarks, “I am so
upset. They don’t respect the public at all. They
haven’t even tried. They could do some small re-
pairs and make it a good restaurant again.”

7+ McDonald’s managers say the restaurant is
losing money at that location. There is no room
for a drive-thru window, or for seating‘inside. Af-
ter the earthquake, they say it was impossible to
fix. The managers want to build a copy of this

H: ABRCH IR B AR B U, W southern, ¥ @M{A% A AT, 1 resident, AR A BRI
iC, &0 arches,



building at another location instead.

8 Building inspectors, on the other hand, say that the structure can be repaired, but that it will
be expensive. Many people say that McDonald’s can certainly afford to pay that amount. Some
think that McDonald’s real reason for wanting to close down the restaurant has nothing to do with
money.

9  Modern McDonald’s restaurants often have a sign claiming that a man named Ray Kroc
opened the first McDonald’s restaurant in Illinois in 1955. The truth, however, is that Mr. Kroc
actually learned the fast food business from Dick and Mac McDonald in Downey. Later, Mr.
Kroc bought their restaurants. Thus, many people in Downey think McDonald’s is trying to change
history, though the company denies this.

10 To local historians, this explanation makes total sense. One historian said, “We should not
rewrite the past. Ray Kroc did not invent McDonald’s. The McDonald brothers did.”

11 These days, a group of historians want the building to be added to the National Register of
Historic Places so that the city of Downey will be able to stop McDonald’s from tearing the

“building down. The McDonald’s managers are very angry, and have abandoned the structure.

12 Everyone hopes that the McDonald’s managers' and the people of Downey will soon find
peace. The building is still there, but boards cover the windows. Even so, people drive by to
remember their McDonald’s, taking pictures of a moment in history before it gets taken away.

(Words: 468)




ew Words

fry /frar/

(chips BrE)
southern /'sadan/
golden /'gouldan/

*arch /a:t[/
danger /'dernd3za(r)/
destroy /d1'stra1/
damage /'daemidz/

earthquake /'3:0kweik/
* resident /'rezidant/

public /'pablik/

location /1a(u)'kerfan/
inspector /1n'spekta(r)/
structure /'strakt [o(r)/

afford /o'fo:d/

amount /2'maunt/

claim /klerm/

actually /'&kt f[uali/
deny /dr'nar/
local /'laukal/

adj.
adj.

n.

adv.
Vi.

adj.

explanation /,eksplo'neifon/ .

register /'red3zista(r)/

* abandon /2'ba&ndaon/

n.

vi.
VL.

(usually plural)(also French fries) JE%& %
¥Es RU

BAW, BTEIH

L&, HEtr

2. &l
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[U] &
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1. [C]l &5y 4519

2. [U] 4514 i
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peace /pizs/ n. 1. [singular; U] #1°F (B48H) 5 25115{1;5\:5&
2.[U] g‘i"ﬁ‘; :‘F‘ﬁ
board /bo:d/ n. 1. [C] KIEAM

2.[C1ERS, EFES, (BHW) B B
v BE (REEMARIETR)

tear down

in danger of

agree with

line of thinking/thought
afford to do

+ close down

l_xave nothing to do with
make sense

stop...from

even so

take away

hrases and Expressions

COHEE (LIRES) . RR

&[:Zf- ...... ﬁ&z:‘:

B (BE, BiY) —3, FE
B, Bk 4
HRE;, AREAEM (FF), AEHEE
(fiF) 3l

AHIiEH

FHIE

RGN

ks #5E, R (BY)

roper Names

McDonald’s /mak'donaldz/
California / kli'fo:njo/
Downey /'dauny/

Golden Arches

Ray Kroc /'rer 'krok/
Ilinois /,1l1'no1(z)/

Dick McDonald

Mac McDonald

The National Register of Historic Places

43 (RE—REEHE)
IMARERIEMN (EEFEEEMNE)
&R ChnJH s sk ir)
WP S OIRE (EYH7RE)
P (U EMERIEA)
FHREFMN (EEMNZ )
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B EXERCISES

Reading

Fill in the blanks without referring to the original text. Then check your
answers against the original. After that, read the passage aloud until you
can say it from memory.

0

g

Everyone hopes that the McDonald’s managers and the people of Downey will soon find j
1 . The building is still there,_ 2 boards cover the windows. ____ 3, 1

people drive 4 to remember their McDonald’s, 3 pictures of a moment
6 history before it gets taken away. S :

Getting the Message

Read the questions and complete the answers according to th

1. Where and when was the first McDonald’s built?

It was built in in

2. Why does McDonald’s want to tear down the restaurant?

Because

3. Why do some people want to save the first McDonald’s?

Because

4. According to the local historians, what is McDonald’s real purpose to tear
down the restaurant?

They believe that McDonald’s real purpose is to

5. What is the author’s purpose of writing this article?

His purpose is to




Using the Right Word

Fillin the blanks with the words given below.

Change the form where necessary. There
are more words in the list than you need.

damage deny public inspect actually

location structure claim register amount

1. Bees (%#%) communicate by dancing: for example,
they do a kind of dance to tell other bees about the

of flowers.

2. It was said that Nancy was going to marry a rich
Englishman, but she it.

3. We need a huge of money to build a |

new high school for the children in this area.

4. Since you broke the window, you should pay for
the

5. People who fish and sail sometimes to

have seen strange animals in the sea.

6. He looks young, but he is much the
elder of the two.

7. The guard walked through the train

everyone’s ticket.

8. The new smart could be very expen-
sive to build. However, they would be less likely

to be damaged during earthquakes.

Working with
Expressions

Fill in each of the blanks in the fol-

 lowing sentences with a suitable

preposition or adverb.

- 1. People who smoke are dan-

ger of developing lung (fiifi) disease from

heavy smoking.

2. The matter has nothing to do

him; he was just doing his job.

- 3. Ifyou are interested in this line

thinking, please read this book for more
details.

4. We should try our best to stop young
people smoking.

5. The factory closed _and she
lost her job.

6. These books are for reading in the library,

and may not be taken

7.1 definitely agree you that

young girls shouldn’t wear that much
makeup ({3 5H).

8.They’re tearing these old

“houses to put up a new office building.




