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FOREWARD I

Imagine taking a train back in time — 2477 years go by in a flash, arriving at 472 B.C.E. High commander and
chief of the Yue state Fan Li built Yue City with a 1 km perimeter and an area of about 60,000 m?. This is what
would become the foundation of what is now Nanjing.

In 229 C.E. Sunquan became emperor of Wu kingdom and for the first time established Nanjing (then called
“Jianye”) as the capital of China. He thereby made Nanjing a military, economic, transportation and cultural hub.
A man of letters of the West Jin Dynasty, Zuosi wrote a book “A Poem for three Capitals” (this book was so well
received as to have people suspect it made the paper from his hometown Luoyang expensive). In this book he
praised the capital of Wu as being a prosperous, architecturally brilliant sight. He wrote, ‘“Carriage drivers sway
their horses’ bridals to pass through tunnels / cruise boats raise flags upon passing river bank shops / produce and
silks cuddle with rhyme / all coming and going with jade”. With this image of meandering lanes of road and water
traffic one could easily imagine what a busy and prosperous city the old capital of Wu must have been.

With the passing of time, the masterful crafts of nature deeply imprinted and polished Nanjing’s geologic
features, creating a peculiar visage. Zhong Mountain slips down the eastern side like a dragon, Xuanwu Lake
rests in the north, and the Huaihai River leans to the south. This water-embraced city — naturally picturesque —
embraces the well-cultured denizens strolling about. Life here is permeated by an ancient wind — one that carries
ten capitals’ history. The way people interact still carries that geologic and cultural flavor and is characterized by
a modest and tolerant manner — a manner which Nanjing people are most widely known as having.

Today uptown Nanjing consists of eleven districts and two suburbs with an area of 6597 km?, and the city
district covers 4737 km?. It has already developed a diverse industrial base and has become a major communica-
tion and transportation hotspot. Nanjing has also become one of China’s four largest R&D centers. Bisecting
Nanjing is the Yangste River which serves as an axis accessing the Pacific to the East and Jingchu to the West.
Nanjing acts as the inner courtyard to the imposing mega-city Shanghai and its river delta, also serving as the
gateway to the Pacific from China’s inner regions. The southern land region connects the old Wu and Yue states
and is in arm’s reach of the river. Its railway connects Beijing to Shanghai; its highways bring places once chasms
apart back together. So the developments in recent years have continued to strengthen Nanjing’s role as a bridge
between north and south China.

As water, land and air byways open, old Nanjing invites limitless development opportunities. The opening of
extrinsic flows has brought intrinsic crowding, creating an urgent need to increase availability of convenient
public transportation.

In an instant, the train of time has barreled past those 2472 years. On December 12* of the common era,
Nanjing subway’s line one officially broke ground, creating a new traffic artery downtown.

On May 15%, 2005 of the common era, the first subway train set off from Xiaohang Station (near Zhonghua
gate), right next to Fan Li’s Yue City. Compare for a moment Yue City above, the subway below, the walled Yue
City, and a boundless underground train. The two create a conversation between that that is on top and that that is
underneath. The subway that brings those things that are far away right to our side has finally commenced,
bringing limitless activity to the four corners of Nanjing.

Nanjing City is best described by the old analogy of a craggy and imposing tiger, and the old metaphor for the
mountains in the East - the slithering dragon — is now best given to the subway. This henceforth turns the first
page in a new chapter of Nanjing history.

Zhu Zigiang
General Manager of Nanjing Metro Co. Ltd.

December, 2005
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