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Summary

Handan City, localed in south Hebei and bordering Shandong, Henan and
Shanxi provinces, administers 19 counties, county-level cities and districts,
covering an area of 11,536.6 square Kkilometers. Within its boundary, the
Taihang Mountains lie in the west, the North China Plain extends across the
east, and the Zhanghe, Fuyanghe and Minghe rivers and their tributaries
interlace with the old way of the Huanghe River. According to archaeological
discoveries, the forefathers began to live here hundreds of thousands of years
ago. They made unremitting efforts to improve themselves from generation to
generation, and created splendid cultures in different historic periods.

The Cishan Culture, dated from more than 8,000 years ago, is the most
typical culture among the prehistoric remains of Handan. The Cishan Site,
discovered in 1972, has been excavated for over 10 times, with an exposed area
of about 7,000 square meters, only 5% of the total size. There, the archaeo—
logical workers not only collected specimens of millet, walnut and domestic
chicken which advance the history of agriculture and domestic animal breeding
for a thousand years, but also unearthed pottery, stone, bone and mussel
objects of 10,000 or so including three-foot stone saddle-querns, pestles, tube-
like yu-vessel, bird-head-shaped stand, deep bellied jar and three-foot bowls,
etc., which were significant materials for research into the early and middle
Neolithic culture. Both the First Phase of Hougang Culture and the Dasikong
Culture, about 5,000 to 7,000 years ago, have an extensive distribution,
featuring the production of painted pottery. In 1985 and 1986, from the
Shibeikou Site was unearthed over 2,000 objects of various types, comprising
painted pottery bowls, basins, jars, pots and baldish pottery cauldron, cooking
stove, stand, ding, jar, small-mouth jar, etc.

Zhaoyao of Wu’an and Xiagiyuan of Cixian County are the sites represent—
ing the developmental level of bronze culture in Handan. 70-odd tombs in



different size have been cleared at the former site, yielding more than 380
bronze wares such as gu, jue, jia, ding, li, zun with sheep head motif, yue,
ge, arrow heads, together with jade and stone objects. From the tombs
occupied by the noblemen of the Shang Dynasty at the Xiaqgiyuan Site were
unearthed over 20 complete bronze wares comprising ding with kui dragon
pattern, zun with orge-mark motif, you with a handle and pattern of cloud
and thunder, jue, bow-shaped instrument and knife with loop-like head, etc.,
most of which were inscribed with signs of clan. These discoveries display the
magnificent cultural achievements during the Bronze Age in Handan and pro—
vide important materials for the study of clans of the Shang Dynasty there.
Handan reached its peak during the Warring States Period and the Western
and Eastern Han Dynasties. The imperial tombs of the Zhao State, situated about
15 kilometers to the north of Handan City, are remarkable remains of the
Warring States Period. In 1978, an attendant tomb of the mausoleum No.2 was
robbed of more than 120 burial objects including the lively bronze horse,
knocker pedestal with animal mask, gold plate with deer pattern in openwork,
and jade pieces of burial suit, which have been recovered or seized on the spot.
The Tombs of Noblemen of the Warring States Period at Baijia and Qi villages,
located to the west of Handan City, have been conducted excavations for many
times, with 150-odd tombs and 9 attendant pits of chariot and horse cleared,
from which were unearthed bronze ceremonial vessels including groups of ding,
dou, jar, dish, dui and yan, and exquisite ornaments of crystal, agate and
jade. The large-sized of tomb the Warring States Peiod at Beiguan, Shexian
County, excavated in 1982, is over 10 meters long, about 8 meters wide and
12 meters deep, buried with bronze ritual vessels, musical instruments and daily
use objects such as ding for various purposes, 4 bo-bells, 9 niu-bells, 16 yong-
bells, chime of 10 stones, zeng, dou, jar, plate, yi, zhou and basin, and jade
ornaments as well as parts of chariot, showing the luxurious life of the tomb
owner. In 1970 to 1972, two multi-chamber tombs were excavated at
Zhangzhuangqgiao in the suburb of Handan, assumed to be occupied by the
kings of the Zhao State at the end of the Eastern Han Dynasty. Despite being
stolen in early times, the remains are still abounding, with gilt bronze, iron,



jade, stone, bone and horn objects exceeding 160, hundreds of ornaments and
jade pieces and over 50,000 copper coins, among which are rare relics such as
bronze basins respectively dated to the Warring States Period and the Yongyuan
Period of the Eastern Han Dynasty, gilt bronze zun cast in the Jianwu Period,
long-necked jar, straight handle iron, long handle iron with dragon head
pattern, etc.

The site of Ye City is the epitome of Handan during Wei of the Three
Kingdoms to the Northern Dynasties for its status of capital. From it were
unearthed numerous architectural parts and daily-use pottery vessels. In 2002,
stone column footings shaped of overturning bowl, brick case and glazed sarira
vase were discovered from the foundation of the Buddhist tower of the North—
ern Dynasties in the southwest of Zhaopengcheng village. Of course, there are
also important finds from the counties around the Ye City. For example, in
1976, a gold seal of “Marquis of guanzhong” was dug out at the Sandi village;
in 1980, celadon ewer, jar with chicken head spout, gilt bronze cross-bow
trigger and jade ornaments were discovered from a Western Jin tomb of
Loushan village, Yongnian County; in 1975, 1976 and 1987, three tombs, said
to be owned respectively by Gaorun, emperor of wenzhao of the Northern Qi,
Ruru, princess of the Eastern Wei, Gaoyang, emperor of wenxuan of the
Northern Qi, were excavated in Cixian County, with murals on the walls of
the passages and chambers and exquisite porcelain as burial objects, providing
important materials for study of burial system and porcelain manufacturing
industry of that time.

In addition to the Buddhist temple site, the tombs of different sizes and
various porcelain wares fall into the important discoveries of the Sui and Tang
Dynasties in Handan. From the tomb of He Hongjing, a governor of the Tang
Dynasty, was discovered a huge grave marker inscribed elaborately with over
3,800 characters. In the Handan City proper and its suburb are unearthed
numerous porcelain wares from the Xing kilns, represented by yellow glazed
yu, tri-colored vessels such as yu, ewer with single handle and tri-legged
burner with a small mouth.

The ceramics from Cizhou kilns are typical of Handan in the Song, Jin and



Yuan Dynasties. They were first fired at the end of the Five Dynasties and
mainly constituted such daily use wares as bowls, plates, basins, jars, vases,
decorated by methods of more than 50, favored by civilians for their sharply
contrasted white and black glaze, lucid and lively decoration and the rich
flavor of life, and exported to foreign counties such as Korea and Japan. In
Handan, hometown of the Cizhou wares, have been discovered two groups of
Kiln sites, respectively surrounding the Guantai kiln site of Cixian County and
Pengcheng kiln site of Fengfeng Mining Area. From the Guantai kiln site are
found rare objects such as white glazed basin with black dragon pattern and
white glazed flower-mouthed vase with black interlocking branches.

In order to display the archaeological fruits of Handan since the founding of
the People’s Republic of China, and progagate its time-honored historic culture,
we edit this book based on the relics unearthed by the Handan City Institute of

Cultural Relics and some relics collected by the related working units.
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(4> TTHI 475 ~ Bl 221 4F )
Al 475~ 7 221 4F)
Al 475 ~ B 221 4F)
B 475 ~ #1221 4E)
B 475~ ®i 221 4F)
A 475~ Fi 221 4F)
SJLHT 475 ~ 1 221 4F)
\TTHT 475~ BT 221 4F)
Wi 475~ B 221 48)
B 475~ Fi 221 48)
B 475 ~ Fi 221 4F)
(2> TCHT 475~ B 221 4F)
(A JTHT 475 ~ 11 221 4F)
(A TCHT 475~ B 221 4E)
(A TCHT 475~ B 221 4E)
T 475~ §i1 221 %)
B 475~ §i 221 4F)
Bl 475~ §1 221 4E)
A 206 ~ A JT 8 4F)
(A TCHT 206 ~ 475 8 4F)
(23 JCHT 206 ~ A TT 8 4F)
(2 TEHT 206 ~ A 5T 8 4F )
(25 TTH 206 ~ 24 7T 8 4F )
(7> T0HI 206 ~ 22 I 8 4F)
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