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INTroag )

ritain is the oldest industrial country in the
world. The Industrial Revolution took place
first in this country. A century ago, Britain was
known as the factory of the world. However, today
things are quite different. Soon after the Second World
War, Britain not only gave up its economic hegemony

but also suffered a deep loss of its position of industrial

leadership.

The United Kingdom is governed, in the name of the Sovereign, by His or
Her Majesty’s government — a body of Ministers who are the leading members of
whichever political parties the electorate has voted into offices, and who are re-
sponsible to Parliament. The British Parliament consists of three elements: the
Crown, the House of Lords and the House of Commons. The system of parliamen-
tary government is not based on a written constitution. There is no written consti-
tution in the United Kingdom. That is, unlike the constitutions of most other
countries, the British constitution is not set out in any single document. It is made
up of statute law, common law and conventions. The Judiciary determines common
law and interbrets statutes.

The United States is by far the biggest industrial country in the world. It is
both an economic and technological giant. It is first in such advanced fields as
computers, space, nuclear energy, and electronics. It produces a major potion of

the world’s machinery, automobiles, oil, electrical energy, and chemicals, al-
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Chapter 7

though its share is decreasing rapidly. Now America has more than half of the Eu-
ropean market in transistors, oil refining, farm products, telecommunications,
and computers. The American people enjoy a better standard of living than most of
the nations in the world. '

The political system of the United States is established on the basis of three
main principles — federalism, the separation of powers and respect for the consti-
tution and the rule of law. The Constitution of the United States is the basic instru-
ment of American government and the supreme law of the land. For two centuries
and more, it has guided the evolution of governmental institutions and has provid-
ed the basis for political stability, economic growth and social progress. The A-
merican Constitution is the oldest written constitution in the world. The constitu-
tion set up a federal system of government which has two layers of rule. There is
central or federal government for the nation which alone has the power to answer
questions that affect the nation as a whole. There are also state and local govern-
ments. Each layer of government has separate and distinct powers laid down in the
Constitution. The method of electing the President is peculiar to the American sys-
tem. Although the names of the candidates appear on the ballots, technically the
people of each state do not actually vote directly for the President (and Vice-Presi-
dent). Instead, they select a list of presidential electors, equal to the number of
Senators and Representatives each state has in Congress. The presidential candi-
date with the highest number of votes in each state wins all the electoral votes of
that state. This is known as the “winner-take-all” system. It applies in all states ex-
cept Maine.

By reading the chapter of British and American politics and economy, you will

get a deeper understanding of the two countries.



A man ‘may build himself a throne of bayonet, but he cannot sit on it. — William Ralph Inge
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Years ago, as
a tourist in Vien-
na, I met an old
lady who called
herself “the Prinz-
essin(Hf 815 O &
i “princess” i & ¥% ) and claimed’ to be a
Hapsburg? princess, now reduced to the sta-
tus of tour guide. When she was in her child-
hood, she complained’ to her mother one day
that life was boring. “The next day,” she
said, “we heard that Archduke (¥ & 7F F &
fi#) Franz Ferdinand had been shot.” Pause
for effect. “And life was never boring any-
more.”

The notion that there are days when his-
tory swings’ on a pivot(#X4l) is irresistible’

and, to some extent, valid. The shooting of
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_ Chapter 7

the archduke that started World War I ... the

bombing of Pearl Harbor ... the Kennedy as-
sassination®. Before: innocence and sun-
dappled lawns. Afterward: knowledge, mo-
dernity and darkness. Will Sept. 11, 2001,
really turn out to have been one of those
days? Maybe so, but there are excellent rea-
sons to avoid leaping’ to that conclusion if it
can be avoided.

For journalists and politicians, the irre-
sistible notion is required; It’s just the nature
of journalism to make “this is more important
than you think”. And when you’ve devalued
concepts like “crisis” and “war”, as TV news
especially has done in recent years, the only
conclusion you can make is that the doomsday

"is coming. As for polsCER B MW B E), they
are natural hyperbolizers (& % X H i8] 89 A)
who are not disposed® to conclude that a na-
tional crisis is smaller than it seems.

There is a logical contradiction among
the official clichés of the moment that “eve-

- rything has changed” and “this means war”.
Victory in the war against terrorism consists
' precisely of everything not changing. If life
has changed permanently and dramatically,
terrorism has won the war. In fact, if people
become convinced® that, say, getting on an
airplane is wildly riskier than they previously
thought, terrorism has won whether that is
objectively true or not.

Certainly it’s ironic that so many Ameri-

cans seem convinced life was wonderful until
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last week and will be terrible from now on.
For over a decade until last week, the main i-
dea of American politics was “change”. Vot-
ers. demanded it, politicians promised it.
Now “everything has changed”, and Ameri-
cans don’t like it one bit. They long for the
lost world of Sept. 10th.

Terrorism is not “an enemy” that can be
defeated. It is an infinite variety of methods
available to any enemy. Particular enemies
can be defeated and terrorism in general can
be discouraged, but the possibility can never
be eliminated " .

Life was riskier than Americans realized
before Sept. 11 and is not as risky as they
fear now. Resisting the conclusion that eve-
rything has changed is one way to help pre-

vent it from being true.
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1. claim [kleim] ». A #R Fishermen and sailors sometimes claim to have seen mon- |
sters in the sea. #iKF/KFA B A FRFE Bl it ¥ B A EREL .
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Chapter?

3. complain [kem'plein] ». #14% Almost immediately he began to complain about
the weather to me. fllJLF 5 EiFF i mBHBERRIKT .
swing [swig] v. B§ZE,E48 She swung from happiness to tears. ¥ # k.

5. irresistible [iri'zistebl] adj. K@fiﬁiﬂﬁ.ﬂiﬁfﬁfﬁ% an irresistible desire A GE &
il i AR

. assassination [osaesi'neifon] n. BER

7. leap [lip] v. Z€5R48#E The idea leaped into his mind. 3X/4~A8 % 28 4R [N it th f) ki 1

8. dispose [dis'pauz] v. (H 5 to # ) A ---fii1a] ; 5 & F The low salary did not dis-
pose him to accept the position. i) 75 i {iff fil A A8 2 52 30 TAE .

9. convinee [kan'vins] v. {#i#{5 He convinced me that I should study law. %3
ITAVE: 373 ¢ 8

10. climinate Ci'limineit] v. HEBR eliminate the possibility of HERRX Al fE#E; A
A] fig

(518 L 38 Wi R X R M e B A

terror [ 'tera] n. ZHi, Z W BF B3  terrorism [ 'teroriz(e)m] n. BH 5L, B4
terrorist [ 'terorist] n. Z M & F terroristic means & F &
terrorization [ 'teroraiizeifon] n. ZH F B 3 %)

.

“The next day,” she said, “we heard that Archduke (¥ ] 7 [ & %) Franz
Ferdinand had been shot.” Pause for effect. “And life was never boring ahymore. 2
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A man gan‘succeed at almost anything for which he has unlimited enthusiasm.
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— Charles M. Schwab
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These days, we hear a
lot of nonsense about the
“ great classless society ”.
The idea that the twentieth
century is the age of the
common man has become
one of the greatest clichés'

of our time. The same old

arguments are put forward
in evidence. Here are some
of them: monarchy? as a system of govern-
ment has been completely discredited’. The
monarchies that survive have been deprived of
all political power. Inherited” wealth has been
savagely reduced by taxation and, in_ time, the
great fortunes will disappear altogether. In a num-

ber of countries the victory has been complete.

£ X FH#.483
ALY ik kA L5 44

BEHEL

me, RO BME X F
“Ho K B9 T B Gt 2 1 BRI
Tt R A RAAER X
o 00 A 2 R A3 A B AR B 0
A T A O e — BT A L B TH G
i B YR AE S TEHE . X
PRI ep iy — 26 . B FBAE 2
SEAVRES, BF TR E A B
PRE LB LF T — UIBUA R .
2k 7 B o 7= B e K Wk ) 0
BBt 4%, B K B 0B K BR
R, ¥ZEEWBELRET 2
i A B 3 A 4K oK P
At E R BRI, B, K
f RS REND 7 R A VB 25 E 5 . X
— W EAFAFL.,

WA S 48 45 A A B R 4t

L 2

7



. Chapter 7.

The people rule; the great millennium’ has be-
come a political reality. But has it? Close ex-
amination doesn’t bear out® the claim.

It is a fallacy’ to suppose that all men are
equal and that society will be leveled out® if
you provide everybody with the same educa-
tional opportunities. (It is debatable whether
you can ever provide everybody with the same
educational opportunities, but that is another
question.) The fact is that nature dispenses’
brains and abilities with a total disregard for
the principles of equality. The old rules of the
jungle, “survival of the fittest”, and “might is
right” are still with us. The spread of educa-
tion has destroyed the old class system and cre-

ated a new one. Rewards are based on merit.

» 10 ”»il

For “aristocracy read “meritocracy”' ; in
other respects, society remains unaltered: the
class system is rigidly maintained.

Genuine abilities, animal cunning'?,
skill, the knack’ of seizing opportunities, all
bring material rewards. And what is the first
thing people do when they become rich? They
use their wealth to secure the best possible op-
portunities for their children, to give them “a
good start in life”. For all the lip service we
pay to the ideal of equality, we do not consid-
er this wrong in the western world. Private
schools are not banned because one of the
principles in a democracy' is that people
should be free to choose how they will educate
their children. In this way, the new meritoc-

racy can perpetuate’’ itself to a certain extent:
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an able child from a wealthy home can succeed
far more rapidly than his poorer counter-
part'®. Wealth is also used indiscriminately'’
to further’ political ends. It would be almost
impossible to become the leader of a democra-
cy without massive financial backing. Money
is as powerful a weapon as ever it was.

In societies wholly dedicated to the princi-
ples social equality, privileged' private educa-
tion is forbidden. But even here people are re-
warded according to their abilities. In fact, so
great is the need for skilled workers that the
least able may be neglected. Bright children
are carefully and expensively trained to be-
come future rulers. In the end, all political
ideologies® boil down to? the same thing:

class divisions persist whether you are ruled by

a feudal? king or an educated peasant.
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1t
2.
3.

cliche[ 'klizfei] n. BRia) &

monarchy ['moneki] n. & EBA, B XBUA, BEEXH

discredit [dis'kredit] v. {8 A M 8 ATH ¥ 8 A 2 K15 0 s R 5BE

The idea that the earth is flat has long been discredited. HiERJR: J7 i 3X Fh 5 7 7
EARNAMFTHET .

. inherited [Cin'heritid] adj. i i 4k & 15 B 19 . 8 4% 19, Gk AR ALK

5. millennium [mi'leniom] n. X8, —F 4

6. bear out JE3Z Recent evidence bears out the idea that students learn best in small

groups. 3L 3 M TEYEIE B T 2% A 41 /N 2F 2T BOR BcfE

. fallacy ['feelesi] n. BiR, &t

8. level out {745 % # Inflation has begun to level out. i@ #% I ik & £ JF 4 i#a T °F

10.
i1y CF
125
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.

10

BT

. dispense [dis'pens] v. 43 Bt .4 & This automatic machine dispenses coffee. X#P

B 34k 9 P a% 2 FE Ok e B o i 6 .

aristocracy [Leeris'tokrosi] n. S, SRBUN ., BIKEGEIA

meritocracy [ meri'tokrasi] n. R AR R BB AGLIA

cunning [ 'kanig] n. B, YETE

knack [naek] n. RS

democracy [di'mokrasi] n. R EBE, REEX

perpetuate [pa(y) 'petjueit] v. HiKFF, HEAKS

counterpart [ 'kauntopat] n. # AL A 2K ¥, BEXt4) Belgian officials are dis-
cussing this with their French counterparts. B 1 B £ BT B I N % B AN 4 R B
P8 X 4 3 W .

indiscriminating [indis'krimineitig] adj. A B3 #, JG 22 51 ) , A& £ 5

further ['fo:da] . {23, W3, BIK

orivileged ['privilidzd] adj. B AU, AR5 B L)

ideology [aidi'sledzi, id-] n. ML

boil down to ZF ;1345 & The whole matter boils down to the fact that you two
don’t like each other. Bk 2B AR L AT LA UA 5 g AR A8 L R B R
feudal ['fjudl] adj. R A, B b



technocratic B R & KA &8 . H K E X&KL bureaucratic ‘B #4449
autocratic 2k #% %04 &9 meritocratic kA % & 69
oligarchic Jk k%4 84 theocratic #F X 4 74 84
constitutional AT M E G, R k% b 6y :
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1. They use their wealth to secure the best possible opportunities for their children.
IRk 2 FA At AT i) W 88 43 % 7 S BB AR i L2 o) X LI secure —iA] FHAB AR 4F . se-
cure fERENIAE, JRER“HEL”, XIL“EISLZL7M“BRE . B HER. KK
AT PAR G I8 X AN B, Bl 7E B, K ZERTE 23 4 4R AR AR NI RIRE T — 4
OB B A TAE . W 2RA A AR . “Have you found a job yet?”, #REERT AR H 3¢
Hii%: “I have just secured my job.”

2. For all the lip service we pay to the ideal of equality, we do not consider this
wrong in the western world. R RT3k b AR5 R 7 % (o B AR, 76 75 O it 7
H,UHCHUWE N EFIFERFON S, WA N R4 ) lip service “ 3l 3l B
B”, AP 3k B BRI ATE W AT LA RS TS, = DA RI IR, B E
F A1 “say good but empty words” B R  FKIERL.
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‘ Aﬂoﬁhe ‘verb to love, to help is the most beautiful verb in the world.
.
) — Bertha Von Sutiner
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“My husband and
I farmed for 35 years,
until he died,” she
said. “Now,” Mar-
guerita gestures around
her hotel room with her
arm, “I live here.”

After the death
of her husband, Mar- =
guerita was forced to sell the farm. When all
their debts were paid off, Marguerita, who is
Hispanic, was virtually' penniless. At 68 and
in poor health, she depends on Social Security
to survive.

Mr. Washington has an old grocery cart
that contains every possession he owns. The
cart also helps support him when he walks.
Washington, who thinks he is between 70 and
75 years old, is an African-American. News-
paper pad’ the holes in the bottom of his ten-
nis_shoes. Washington is homeless. Having
never married, he became despondent after
being forced into retirement from his custodial
job. He somehow fell through the cracks’ of

the social support system. He eats at the local-

ity mission occasionally, and sleeps there in se- .

vere weather, but prefers the solitude the
streets to the crowds at the mission.

In contrast®, 73-year-old Margaret is on
her way to committee meeting for a local

charity. She has more energy than many
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