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Unit One Continents and Oceans

el

Pre-reading Discussion

1. How many continents and oceans are there in the world? What are they?

2. According to the author, our planet should not be called Earth but Ocean. What do you
think of it?

3. Somebody thinks that the water on the earth is sufficient. What do you think about it?

4. How do you think about the environment protection?

5. What do you say about the slogan “safer shipping, cleaner oceans” advocated by IMO? Will
the marine transportation bring pollution to the ocean? What international regulations or con-

ventions have been adopted in order to keep the ocean clean?

Preface ¢

On April twenty-seéond,million.s of Americans and people around the world will observe the thirty-
third dﬁniversary of Earth Day. Now people around the world are getting more and more aware of the
importance of protecting our planet. So please read the following text to learn as much as possible a-
bout the Earth.

Text Continents and Oceans

We always talk about the planet Earth. Our planet should not be called Earth but Ocean, for at
least seven tenths are covered with water'. Landmasses or continents, as they are often called, are
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surrounded by the immense water.

With only rare exceptions, continents are divided by great expanses of water. Asia,the largest
continent, is separated from North America by the Pacific Ocean over a span of several thousand mi-
les. Antarctica is about 600 miles from the tip of South America. From Antarctica,three immense
“gulfs” extend northward. These three “gulfs” are referred to as the Atlantic,Pacific and Indian o-
ceans’. Africa,the second largest continent,is connected with Asia at the spot where the Suez Canal
was dug. The smallest continent Oceania is cut apart from the Malay Archipelago by shallow water.

Even within the confines of a continent, there are seas, gulfs, bays, rivers and lakes here and

there,, with distances sometimes of hundreds or thousands of kilometers.

Asrtasutics

The oceans are deeper than the continents are high. Their depth is remarkable. The deepest
place yet discovered’,the Marianas Trench in the Pacific is over 36,000 feet deep. Jolmo Lungma
(Mount Everest’) ,the world’ s highest mountain , is 29,028 feet high. From the top of the highest
mountain to the bottom of the deepest ocean is a distance of just over 12 miles. But compared with
the earth’ s diameter, this is only a small amount. On a globe , the depth of the oceans can usually be
represented by the thickness of a sheet of paper.

‘Words & Expressions

1. planet [ ’pleenit ] n 78
2. landmass n. K fiidth , Bt
3. immense [i'mens ] a. | KM, EXH
4. rare [rea] a. FRE,ARNERER
5. exception [ik’sepfon] n. G4, a6
with exception B5h , Brsh
6. expanse [ iks’pzens ] n. | R XIS

7. span [ spaen ] n B 2K
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8. tip
9. gulf
10. extend

[tip]
[ galf]
[ iks'tend ]

11. refer (referred,referring)

be referred to as
12. connect
13. spot
14. Malay
15. archipelago
16. shallow
17. confine
18. bay
19. depth
20. remarkable
21. diametre
22. amount
23. globe
24. Marianas
25. trench
26. represent
27. thickness
28. sheet

a sheet of paper

Asia

Africa

Antarctica

North America
South America
Oceania

Europe

the Pacific Ocean
the Atlantic Ocean
the Indian Ocean
the Arctic Ocean
the Marianas Trench

the Malay Archipelago

[ ka'nekt]

[ spot]

[ ma'lei]

[ 1a:ki’peligou ]
['felou]

[ "konfain ]

{ bei]

[ depf ]

[ ri'mazkabl ]
[ dai’zemita ]

[ 9'maunt ]

[ gloub]

[ ‘meori’@na ]
[ trentf ]

[ repri’zent ]

[ 'Biknis ]

[ fist]

n. R, R
n. %G5 (H bay K)
vi. ve. R FER i
Ve 4o
FRAE
vt B g BRES
n. #5535 P
a. DR, BRI
n H#5
a. BHY
n (HRAEH) X, 7L
n. GG
n. B
a BEW EEBIEEN
n. HE
n. B3R, 8O
n. HER, HER{L
n. DB 4
n. 3
vt 3%, KRB 4 F
n. ()
n. 45K, — ik (48)
—IR4K

Proper names

T
E2
Btk
Ju3eM
B3
NS
e
K
KEGH
EpREH
Lok
I, B 45
ORBES
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Mount Everest BRAE BA D
the Suez Canal HFEL B

Notes
at least seven tenths are covered with water. 0+ tH/KEBEE.
PRSI FRIE:
E¥OARRN T FEORRR M, 0
one third (1/73) one fourth (1/4)
one fifth (1/5) one eighth (1/8)
KFILGZ—, MEEFHERE M s, 0.
two thirds (2/3) three fifths (3/5)
four sevenths (4/7) seven tenths (7/10)
{8 1/2 B[ LA} one half
3/4 TJ L% three quarters
2. These three“gulfs” are referred to as. .. X = MGBHKIE-----
T “refer to” B :
Please confirm this word by referring to an English-English dictionary.
HER—ARTm L, X MEFH#R Y.
The regulations refer to all vessels. XEeHLMLESEBFAEREH,
We’ Il refer the matter to the Port Authorities. IR JHIEX— A EHR TS,
The landmasses are generally referred to as continents. 3X£6[F#bF8 B RE R M o
3. Africa,the second largest continent,is connected with Asia at the spot where the Suez Canal
was dug. B AMIEMAETFEHFFLEW MM ST MAHZE. where WA R EIBEM
£, 815 spot
4. The deepest place yet discovered ... FHEIRIEXIMHEBREEAL------
yet discovered Eﬁfﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁiim , f& 1 place,
5. Mount Everest 2573 B3 i , Bk78 B35 4% 2005 ﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂ]ﬁﬁﬁyﬂ 8 844.43 K,

Study & Prucﬂce

I. Read aloud the following paragraph:

With only rare exceptions, continents are divided by great expanses of water. Asia,the largest
continent, is separated from North America by the Pacific Ocean over a span of several thousand mi-
les. Antarctica is about 600 miles from the tip of Seuth America Fro;n Antarctica , three immense
“gulfs” extend northward.

These three “gulfs” are referred to as the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian oceans. Africa, the
second largest continent, is connected with Asia at the spot where the Suez Canal was dug. The

smallest continent Oceania is cut apart from the Malay A rchipelago by shallow water.
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II. Comprehension of the text
1. Answer the following questions:
1. Why should our planet be called Ocean but not the Earth?
2. What are the Continents divided by?
3. What are the three immense “gulfs” extending northward From Antarctica?
4. Where is Africa connected with Asia?
5. What is the deepest place discovered on the Earth?
2. Choose the best answer for each of the following:

1) Continents are separated by

A. seas B. oceans C. lakes D. gulfs
2) The smallest ocean is .

A. the Atlantic Ocean B. the Pacific Ocean

C. the Arctic Ocean D. the Indian Ocean

3) The distance from the top of the highest mountain to the bottom of the deepes t ocean is

A. over 36,000 feet

B. 29,028 feet

C. over 12 miles

D. just the thicknes s of a sheet of paper
4) is the diameter of the earth?

A. What B. How much C. How many D. How big
5) Two thirds of the world’ s surface with water.

A. is covered B. are covered . C. cover D. covers
6) Oceania is from the Malay Archipelago by shallow water.

A. separated B. separate C. dividing D. extended

7) Which of the following statements is true?
A. There is one world ocean.
B. World oceans are connected.
C. Oceans and Continents make up the earth’ s surface.
D. All the continents are cut apart from each other without exceptions.
3. Match the following by referring to a map of thg world:

1) Asia is separated from North 1) the Suez Canal
America by v

2) Asia is divided from Europe by 2) the Torres Strait

3) Antarctica is of South America 3) the Pacific

4) Oceania is cut apart from 4 4) the Ural Mountains

the Malay Archipelago by
5) Affrica is connected with Asia by 5. About 600 miles
6) Africa is separated from Europe by 6) the Atlantic
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7. Africa and Europe are 7) the Mediterranean
separated from America by

II. Translation
1. Translate the following ioto English

1) MR ERRE DT

2) MR LAY LB R IR AT IR BE R R 2 2

3) MFLIERNKERZD?

4) FEF B A HRIEGHTRE.

5) SAFMEMALL, RRHFEE L ENREREL,

6) 7EHAE |, MR IREE — A I R .
2. Translate the following passage into Chinese: ’

Tidal streams are a direct result of tidal undulation, but the shape of the land and the varying
depth of the surrounding water introduce so many complications that the turning of the tidal stream
rarely coincides with high or low water. To use the terms “ebb” and “flood” when speaking of

streams is erroneous and misleading. The stream should be named by its general direction irrespec-

tive of the rise or fall of the water.
(From “Brown’ s Nautical Almanac”)

IV. Reading Practice

Antarctic Region
At the bottom of the world lies a mighty continent still wrapped in the Ice Age and,until recent
times, unknown to man. It is a great land mass crisscrossed by mountain ranges whose extent and
elevation are still uncertain. Much of the continent is a complete blank in our maps. A 1,000-mile

stretch of the coastline has never been reached by any ship. Man has explored,on foot, less than one
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per cent of its area.

Antarctic Region

Antarctica differs fundamentally from the arctic regions. The Arctic is an ocean ,covered with

drifting packed ice and surrounded by the landmasses of Europe, Asia, and North America. The
Antarctic is a continent almost as large as Europe and Australia combined , centered roughly on the
South Pole and bordered by the most unobstructed water areas of the world—the Atlantic, Pacific,
and Indian Oceans.

The continental ice sheet is more than two miles high in its center; thus, the air over the
Antarctic is far more refrigerated than it is over the Arctic regions. This cold air cascades off the
land with such force that it makes the nearby seas the stormiest in the world and renders unlivable
those regions whose counterparts at the opposite end of the globe are inhabited. Thus,more than a
million persons live within 2,000 miles of the North Pole in an area that includes most of Alaska,

Siberia, and Scandinavia a region rich in forest and mining industries. Apart from a handful of
weather stations , within the same distance of the South Pole there is not a single tree, industry, or
settlement.

1) Antarctica is .

A. at the top of the world B. a continent
C. fully explored D. a mo untain
2) At the time this article was written , our knowledge of Antarctica was ;
A. very limited B. vast
C. suppressed D. nonexistent

3) The differences between Antarctica and the Arctic are .
A. superficial B. nonexistent
C. fundamental D. fictional

4) In size Europe is ,
A. twice as large as Antarctica
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B. larger than Antarctica
C. almost the same as Antarctica
D. much smaller than Antarctica
5) Antarctica is bordered by the
A. Pacific Ocean B. Indian Ocean
C. Atlantic Ocean D. all three
6) The ice covering the Antarctic is
A. consistently two miles high
B. over two miles high in the center
C. 1,000 feet thick
D. 1,000 miles long
7) The Antarctic is made uninhabitable primarily by
A. cold air B. calm sea
C. ice D. lack of knowledge
8) According to this article
A. 2,000 people live in Antarctica
B. a million people live within 2,000 miles of the South Pole
C. weather conditions within a 2, 000-mile radius of the South Pole make settlements
impractical
D. only penguins inhabit Antarctica

9) When this article was written, the only human inhabitants in Antarctica were

A. miners B. meteorologists
C. Scandinavians D. Siberians
10) The best title for this selection would be
A. Iceland B. Land of Opportunity
C. The Unknown Continent D. Utopia at Last
Glossary

the Ice Age:time when many parts of the world were covered with glaciers; glacial period pKiA[
AR

packed ice: crushed or crowded ice HFHF7E— D AR vk H

cascade: v. fall from one level to another in a continuous series %, InBAET

Scandinavia : B3 (7R 4¢ T

penguin : n. seabird of the Antarctic with wings used for swimming {>%8

crisscross : v. 38 X, PA+FEL55R
2

The planets of the solar system, in order of their mean distance from the sun, are Mercury,
Venus, Earth,, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus , Neptune and Pluto. Both Uranus and Neptune are visi-

ble through good field glasses,but Pluto is so distant and so small that only large telescopes or long
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exposure photographs can make it visible.

Since Mercury and Venus are nearer to the sun than is the earth, their motions about the sun are
seen from the earth as wide swings first to one side of the sun and then to the other,although they are
both passing continuously around the sun in orbits that are almost circular. When their passage takes
them either between the earth and the sun,or beyond the sun as seen from the earth,they are invisi-
ble to us. Because of the laws which govern the motions of the planets about the sun, both Mercury
and Venus require much less time to pass between the earth and the sun than around the far side of
the sun,so their periods of visibility and invisibility are unequal.

The planets that lie farther from the sun than does the earth may be seen for longer periods of
time and are invisible only when they are so located in our sky that they rise and set about the same
time as the sun when, of course,they are overwhelmed by the sun’s great brilliance. None of the
planets has any light of its own,but each shines only by reflecting sunlight from its surface. Mercury
and Venus,because they are between the earth and the sun, show phases very much as the moon
does. The planets farther from the sun are always seen as full, although Mars does occasionally pres-
ent a slightly gibbous phase-like the moon when not quite full. )

The planets move rapidly among the stars because they are very much nearer to us . The Stars
are also in motion, some of them at tremendous speeds, but they are so far away that their motion
does not change their apparent positions in the heavens sufficiently for anyone to perceive that
change in a single lifetime. The very nearest star is about 7,000 times as far as the most distant
planets.

1) The earth lies the sun than Mercury and Venus.

A. nearer to
B. farther from
C. four times farther from
D. none of the above
2) The earth has ;
A. no light of its own
B. little light of its own
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C. strong light of its own
D. less light than other planets
3) The periods of visibility and invisibility of Venus are unequal because the laws governing its
motion around the sun require
A. much less time to pass between the earth and the sun than about the far side of the sun
B. much more time to pass between the earth and the sun ‘
C. a lot of time to pass between the earth and the sun
D. none of the above. .
4) The period of visibility of Venus is .
A. as long as its invisibility
B. much shorter than its invisibility
C. much longer than its invisibility
D. as long as the Earth’s

5) The planets lying farther from the sun when they rise and set about the same time as

the sun.
A. can be seen only B. can hardly be seen
C. cannot be seen D. can be seen often
6) The distance of the farthest planet is as great as that of the very nearest star.
A. about 7,000 times B. more than 7,000 times
C. approximately one 7,000th D. more than one7 ,000th

7) The phrase “in order of their mean distance from the sun” in the first line of the first para-
graph signifies
A. “arranged according to their average distance from the sun”
B. “according to their middle position to the sun”
C. “in sequence of their midways to the sun”
D. all of the above.
8) The word “when” in line 4 of paragraph 3 means
A. “at that time” B. “at what time”
C. “although” D. “though”
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Unit Two Ocean Currents and
Their Journeys

Pre-reading Discussion

1. How long is the coastline of China?
2. Which ocean is the Bermuda Triangle located?



