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Pre-reading Questions .

1. What do you know about American characters?

2. Which of the American characters impresses you most?
3. What do you think of Chinese characters?

Amcrican Characters

If‘you choose to study or live in America, it will help a lot to get some
idea of the main cultural differences before your departure. The following list
may help you better understand American culture and American characters.
Individualism

2 Remember, individualism is deeply rooted in American culture. Many 5
Americans believe the ideal person is independent and self-reliant, and they
like to think of themselves this way. People in the US do not just think of them-
selves as representatives of their families, communities, or social class.
Some international students consider this a “selfish” attitude but you will see
examples of this individualism reflected in the classroom. Teachers expect |0
students to be independent and individualistic, work alone and produce origi-
nal work.

Informality

3 People in the US treat one another very informally , even when there are
great differences in.age or social status. This is not through a lack of respect,
but simply the custom in the United States.

4 Americans do tend to be more informal than people from other cultures.
It is not unusual for them to wear causal clothing to school and to greet profes-
sors by their first name. However, good manners and politeness are always

3
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appropriate. 20
Personal Space '

5 The concept of personal “space” varies from culture to culture, but
Americans seem to reguire more personal space than people in other cul-
tures. If you get a little too close to an American during your cohversation, he
or she will feel uncomfortable and will probably back away. People expect 25
others to be at least an arm’s length away from them. If you get closer than
this, people will move away from you. This is not because they dislike you,
but simply because you are “in their spaoe”. You do not have to touch peo-
ple to make them nervous.

6in general you should try to avoid physical contact since thrs may 30
lead to discomfort. Unless you know the person very well, avoid putting your
arms around their shoulder, touching their face, or holding their hand Sha-
king hands when two people meet or depart is acceptable, but the contact
lasts only a short while as a show of politeness. Also, you will often hear peo-
ple say, “ Excuse me,” although they have not actual!y touched anyone it is 35
part of the traditional politeness that requires people to say “Please” and
“Thank You”. No matter where you are, give people plenty of space and ob-

serve this custom of politeness.
Socializing

7 Americans are fond of social gatherings; so don't be surprised if ydu get 40
invited to someone’s home, or to join them in an activity. By all means aooept
their invitation. However, if you are busy, you may decline the invitation bui po-
litely suggest that another time would be better. Your host will not be annoyed

8 For a casual dinner invitation, do not arrive more than 5 mrnutes early,
because your host may still be busy with preparation. Arriving more than 10 45
minutes late is considered impolite, particularly if it is only a small gathering
It is a good idea to bring the host a bottle of wine, some fruits, candy,
small potted plant or, maybe, a bunch of flowers (but not roses as these tend
to be associated with romance). If you wish to thank the host for hts or her in-
vitation, it is acceptable to phone or send a brief written “ Thank You™ note the 50
next day.

Tipping

9 Tipping is only necessary in restaurants offering table servrce You do

not tip the cashier in a fast food restaurant. Restaurants do not normally iri-

cosd e
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clude a service charge in the bill, unless you are paying by Credit Card, so 55
you should tip the waiter about 15% of the total bill. However, the quality of
service may not be the same everywhere, so it's up to you how much you tip.

10 There are still other differences in the American character, its culture
and social customs, which are not all covered here. Once you arrive in Ameri-
ca and after you have lived there, you will find many more to add to this list. 60

(676 words)

New Words

character /'kerikta/
departure /di'pa:tfa/

" individualism /indi'vidjusliz(o)m/

ideal /ai'disl/
independent /indi'pendont /
" self-reliant /selfri'laiant /

n. ']‘i%, 4\'&; %ﬁ; /\%

S

B, HA
AAEI; MG

a. ZRE; TEHn. BB

WIEy; BEM

» a. KREBTH; FHATH
" representative /,repri' zentativ/ n. 8. K&k a HIEH; KREY
" reflect /ri'flekt/ v. BA, Rbk; ik, AA
" individualistic /,indi,vidjuo'listik/ a. AAZNL#; # T 2L
" informality /,info: meeliti/ n. EEX; REI
informally /in'f5:moli/ ad. FEEXI; JEEMKR
lack /laek/ n /v. % By
custom /'kastom/ n. RAs; J4; e
unusual /an' juzzusl/ a. RFFM; FFe; i
casual /'kazjual/ a. 1BRE; MAEHN
clothing /'kloudin/ n. (£4) &K
manners /'manas/ n. (%) IW|; Rie; ARATH
concept /'konsept/ n. WA; WA
require /ri'kwaia/ . FE; 2R
physical /'fizikal/ a. HHk&; MR, HEH
observe /ab'za:v/ v. A UE; #F (ANEF)
" decline /di'klain/ v. $idE; K5B; (BAMF) BF
n #HEH; XHE
annoy /a'noi/ ot. ITHE; WML IS
preparation / prepo'reifon/ n. kE4&; mE&



particularly /pe'tikjulali/
brief /bri:f/

offer /'ofa/

normally /'nommali/
charge /tfa:d3/

cover /'kava/

Phrases and Expressions

get some idea of
be deeply rooted
think of

expect sb. to do sth.
vary from... fo...
back away

at least

an arm’s length
move away from
in general

lead to

shake hands

be fond of

by all means

a bunch of
associate... with
be up fo....

add to

Notes

1. individualism (L4)

American Characters TA=o¥

ad. FA; BFH

a. 54, MALh; MEY

v. Bpk; Rl; BHH
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v. BE; O
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EA#Ex, L+ FERAKR, KERXRRAGHRK, BEE LA 55

HBAFPRACAE - ARARELXAAES, ILEAZARE T L
. RTHEKAEHA X, ERATEEAHER XBACRER PR
R B MAZXAHAEI,

. Teachers expect students to be independent and individualistic,

work alone and produce original work. (L10 -12)
Fl—A&FZdand K or ERBAEAAARGREXN, BFARGE—
AREXFH o, MAFHIELE to B, 4o

The little boy learned how to read and write at the age of five. $ZEF#HF
LTHBEE,

She finally decided to quit her present job and look for a better one. #i&% J& &
EH LWL T/, FikHk.

2E: AN TFTPRASAREXNR, —RAREGRE—NMREXAH
3% %44 and , or,

. This is not through a lack of respect but... (L1565 =16)

not.. : . AERBERAE, AT KRR L5 A Ve

It is not how much you read but what you read that really matters. i 7 % V' # R
%, -ﬁ-f—i%é‘]i%ﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ A2

I don’t like him, not that he is not handsome, but that he is to some degree dis-
honest. & REskfh, RAE AR ERKE, M2 R ALXFFFEZELRL
R o

. It is not unusual for them to... (L18)

not # unusual ¥ & *F £ & L, iﬁ'éj ARELTERNSFEELHY ﬁﬂo
Jo .

He is an intelligent technician and it seems that there is nothing he cannot fix. f&
R—ERAHBERAR, MFEAH L2 EABELEERT 6,

There is no problem he is unable to solve. & A H & PR R T 8,

. personal space (L21)

AT AAZENE, $BARAFEASAZEZN LRF—ZHEE, &
FABRANZNE, SHRABRNH2RANZEZALEEH; RAANT xﬁM‘?E
B, #i#®esa3RE,

, Americans seem to require... (L23)

seem T “MFR; ¥FE; 5 75‘4%”, Z GBI IEANRIE, seem Z )5

R AEX to be TAK%, 4o
His hobby seems ( to be ) reading novels. #efil-F-3ti I HEAR R LA ,



