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On the Substratum of Tai Languages
in Chinese Languages

Stuying Purpose

The studying purpose of this essay is to prove the features of the
substratum to the Relative Words between Taiyu languages and Chi-
nese languages, and the ones of the relations between both. During
the initial period of establishing the Sino — Tibetan Family, linguistists
thought that the languages of Taiyu, of Miao and of Yao must belong to
Sino — Tibetan. But later some have their different ideas: the langua-
ges of Taiyu present no relations with Sino — Tibetan Families, they
are not part of Sino — Tibetan at all. And no accepted conclusions re-
main till now. These controversies refer to many languages in Asia
(especially in China) and many elementary theories of linguistics as
well. This should be considered as one of the points at issue of linguis-
tics in the world. This essay will provide new opinions to the research
of the features on the Relative Words, and on the relations between

Taiyu languages and Chinese languages.
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Studying Way

The investigating ways of following actually the trail of language
contact will be adopted in the essay to prove the features of the reasons
about underlying forms and its words. And, three - year — long inves-

tigations will offer this result by some new ways.

Mail Conclusion

This essay discusses the problems of the real reasons that the un-
derlying structures have been shaped , and of both the judging stand-
ards and the features of the substratum in Taiyu languages just by the
underlying theories. At same time, it discusses not only the problems
of the features to the Relatve Words in Taiyu languages or in Chinese
languages, but also the influences to the structures of the classified
language families in East Asia. The main opinion of the essay is: the
actual process of language contact indicates that the underlying forms
of Taiyu exactly exist and they remain different from either the cognate
words or the borrowings. The Relative Words in Taiyu languages or in
Chinese languages ( including the ones found in the modern dictiona-
ries or in the ancient books and records ) are the underlying forms of
Taiyu. The cognate relations between Taiyu languages and Chinese
languages, and between Taiyu languages and Malayo - polynesian lan-
guages show no clear and definite evidence. The relations between

Taiyu languages and Chinese languages are the ones of both owning
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same underlying structures. As a result, Taiyu languages are inde-

pendent ones in the classified language families in East Asia.

Key Words
Chinese languages substratum of Taiyu languages classifed lan-

guage families
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