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When Ma’anshan was mentioned in the past, what first came into people’s mind was that it
was an emerging city of steel, under the great importance attached and vigorous support given
by the municipal committee of the Chinese Communist Party and the municipal government
through the long-term excavation, arrangement, protection and research done by workers and
history and culture(cultural relics), the city has turned into an area boasting a long history and
profound culture. Only seen from the viewpoint of cultural relics, it can be named as a city
with rich resource of cultural relics.

The immovable cultural relics of Ma’anshan are densely distributed. Within the 1,686
square kilometers area of the city, more than one hundred and forty ancient tombs, ancient
architectural structures, and other scenic spots and historical sites have been discovered.
Among these, forty-three are units of cultural relic preservation at state, province, city and
country level, which trace the city’s history back to the New Stone Age of 5,300 years ago.
In terms of ancient sites, over twenty sites belonging to the New Stone Age and the Period of
Shang and Zhou Dynasties have been discovered, including the Mount Yandun, the Hummock
Waudan, the Mount Dengjia, the Mount Bianjia, the Mound Huangmiao, the Mount Dai, the
Mount Fu, the DiaoYu Tai, the Mount Chuandun, etc. In terms of ancient city sites, there are
the age-old site of Danyang City, the site of Gushu City which was first established in the
period of Three Kingdoms, and the site of Niuzhu City which was first built in the period of
Eastern Jin Dynasty. In terms of sites of ancient architectural structures, there are many ones
including the Zhaoming Pavilion for Crown Prince, the Lingyun Tower, the Caihong Bridge,
the Huacheng Temple, the Xiegong Ancestral Temple, the Yugong Ancestral Temple, etc. In
terms of ancient architectural structures, there is the architectural complex of Tower of Li
Bai which ranks first among the three towers and one pavilion along the Yangtze River, and
there are also the Emei Pavilion, the Jimei Archway, the Huangshan Tower, the Jinzhu Tower,
the Yejia Bridge, the Chiwu Well, the Guangji Temple and so on. Besides, there are ancient
kiln sites which are of rich contents, and there are numerous stone inscriptions and inscribed
stone tablets. It is a remarkable fact that for in the history Ma’anshan used to located in the
suburb of Nanjing, the ancient capital of Six Dynasties, which is endowed with beautiful
hills and waters, elegant and quiet environment, and a good geomantic omen, there are quite
a few ancient tombs of Six Dynasties in this area. Among these tombs, Tombs of Zhu Ran
Family (National key cultural relic preservation unit), the Songshan Tomb of Eatern Wu
Dynasty, the Jiashan Tomb of Eatern Wu Dynasty, the Huoli Tomb with specific building year
of Western Jin Dynasty, the Xieshen Tomb, the Mengfujun Tomb, the Linli Tomb with specific
building year of Eestern Jin Dynasty and other series of ancient burial sites and ancient tombs.
Furthermore, the Li Bai Tomb is renowned all over the world, and the Tao’an Tomb and the
Huayun Tomb are also quite valuable.

What directly related to the above-mentioned ancient sites and burial sites are a great
number of stone implements, potteries, bronzes, lacquer and wooden wares, paintings and
calligraphies, jade wares and so on which have been unearthed therefrom. Among these,
celadon and lacquer and wooden wares are most noticeable. Mostly unearthed in tombs of Six
Dynasties, the celadon, which has various shapes and superb workmanship, has significant
value of cultural relics and historical and cultural value. Lacquer wares are mainly unearthed
from Zhu Ran Tomb (more than eighty lacquer wares have been excavated here), which
deeply impress the whole country. Among these lacquer wares, the Eared Lacquer Cup with
Rhinoceros Leather Body, the Lacquer Tray painted with Ji Zha Hanging Sword, and the
Lacquer Table painted with a Banquet Screen are very precious. For these cultural relics are
all unearthed in this city, the historical and cultural information that they reflect is accurateand
has great research value.

With regard to economic development, the economy of Ma’anshan, led by steel
production, has been experiencing rapid development, and has been among the tops in Anhui




Province. However, in the respect of sustainable development, the above-mentioned resource
of Ma’anshan relics is extremely valuable to the city. Firstly, it is changing the single image of
Ma’anshan as a steel city in people’s eyes with the fact of abundant cultural heritages, and it
is elevating the cultural taste of the city qualitatively. Secondly, combined with the utilization
of cultural relics, it can create a elegant cultural environment by building museums, cultural
centers, cultural parks, cultural plazas and so forth, optimize the city’s development, increase
its attraction for investments, and invite more investors to construct the city. Thirdly, the
resource of cultural relics can be gradually transformed into tourism resource and cultural
industry resource, i.e. it can combine cultural relics with local landscapes to develop tourism
and develop relevant cultural industries with certain originality. Thereby the development
of commerce, real estate industry, cultural and entertainment industry, food and beverage
service industry can be promoted. The industrial structure of Ma’anshan can consequently be
properly adjusted and it can make the full, harmonious and sustainable development of the
city’s economy and society be ensured.

In order to the above goal, the city must truly and effectively preserve and reasonably use
these cultural relics in accordance to the work policies of cultural relics, good arrangement,
integration, publication and propaganda of the documents of cultural relics are not only a
significant link but also a fundamental work which is indispensable to achieve the above
goal.

Therefore, staffs of museum in Ma’anshan work in a down-to earth way in tune with the
times. On the basis of well identifying, setting up accounts and filling the cultural relics, they
have carefully arranged them and sorted out a great deal of data. Then they carefully selected,
edited and published a book named “Treasure Collection of Cultural Relics of Ma’anshan”.

One hundred and fifty elaborate works of cultural relics are included in this book. The
editors tried hard to achieve rich variety and prominent theme while selecting and editing. If
we carefully taste it, we will easily find the following characteristics of the book:

First, it has a long span of time. It not only has treasures left over by ancient people of
prehistoric times such as jade human figures and the stone battle-axes of the New Stone Age,
but also has fine works of potteries, porcelains, bronze wares, lacquer wares and jade wares
from Shang and Zhou period to Ming and Qing period. To some extent, the book can be
considered as a picturized cultural development history of Ma’amshan City.

Second, it has distinctive regional feature. Seventy percent of the cultural relics selected
belong to Six Dynasties and among these celadon of Six Dynasties is predominant particularly.
It generally tallies with the situation of collection of Ma’anshan museum and fully represents
the purpose for establishing the museum based upon cultural relics of Six Dynasties.

Third, it fully demonstrates the harvest of archaeological excavation. For example, most
lacquer wares are from the tomb of Zhu Ran, a great general in Eastern Wu Dynasty, which is
reputed as one of the ten great archaeological finds in the 1980s. These cultural relics are all
of extremely high historical, scientific and artistic value.

Fourth, the book has full accurate contents, and has refined taste. In the book, high-
standard exquisite pictures are combined with word explanation, represented both in Chinese
and in English. It has relatively high value of research, collection and artistic appreciation.

We appreciate the designers and editors for offering us such excellent mental pabulum,
and at the time we hope that workers of cultural relics and museum in Ma’anshan will make
new achievements in protection and utilization of cultural relics and continuously open up
new prospects in work concerning cultural relics.

Li Xiusong
April 24th, 2006
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Ma’anshan city of Anhui province has been for 50 years so far since it was officially founded in 1956,
probably it is one of the youngest cities in China, but just as most of the cities in our country, she also bears
the centuries-old region development history and the process of cultural accumulation and sedimentation that is
rather difficult to grasp in traditional literature, while modern archaeology and cultural museum work just fill up
the blank. Open up the catalogue of cultural relic complied by archaeological and cultural museum workers in
Ma’anshan city, we immediately find that the concrete and vivid materials in kind prove Ma’anshan city at least
has a history of more than 5,000 years. The ancestors on this land used to create proud region culture, and this
creation continually plays an irreplaceable role in the creative development process of modern urban civilization
through the collection, demonstration and information spread in indifferent ways by contemporary museums.

Culture is the only creation by human beings, and the cultural relic is the carrier and witness of human
civilization. With the information collected and recorded in this book, we can get some idea of certain important
characteristics of ancient culture of Ma’anshan from one side.

Firstly, it has comparatively distinct regionality. No matter the jade articles in the New Stone Age and
bronze articles in the period of Shang and Zhou Dynasties, or chinaware and bronze wares in the period of
Three Kingdoms, Western and Eastern Jin, and Southern and Northern Dynasties and succedent dynasties, we
can all discover lots of article shapes with certain individuality, for instance, the jade figure unearthed in the
site of the Mount Yangdun, the bronze cymbals in Shang Dynasty unearthed in economic and technological
development zone of Ma’anshan, the pottery jar with cord markings decoration, double ties and the ceramic
steamer unearthed in the site of the Hummock Wudan, the bronze incense burner with a tray and three legs
unearthed in the Taqiao village of Xingiao countryside, the bronze belt hook with gold-silver inlay and
inscription “F 4" (“bing wu”)of Eastern Wu Dynasty unearthed in the electromagnetic line factory, the pottery
hog pen and the celadon chicken-head pot unearthed in the Simenkou tomb of Eastern Wu Dynasty, the celadon
beast guarding for guarding tomb of Eastern Wu Dynasty unearthed in the Taibai countryside, the celadon beast
for guarding tomb with beast head and human body unearthed in Zhu Ran family grave of Eastern Wu Dynasty
and the celadon lion-shape jack (candleholder) unearthed in the tomb of Eastern Jin Dynasty in the second
steel factory, etc. Although not all these utensils are made in the local places, the displayed culture choice by
the using of local people still reflect the regional cultural structure and tendency, and to some extent reveal and
prove the living level, the social appearance, the living structure and the spiritual demand of people in different
ancient times of Ma’anshan area.

Secondly, it reflects the position and system of Ma’anshan ancient culture. Ma’anshan city is situated at the
south bank by Yangtze River, and the special geographic and transport line determines the natural connection
between her native culture and that of Yangtze River drainage area, especially the middle and lower reaches of
Yangtze River. Unearthed semi-bracelet and semi-annular shaped jade pendants in the site of Mount Yangdun
are close to the jade articles of the same category unearthed in the Songze site (Shanghai), the Nanhebin site
(Jiaxing, Zhejiang province), the Caoxieshan site (Suzhou), the Yingpanshan site (Nanjing), etc. in Taihu Lake
drainage area and Ningzhen area of Songze Culture period; the printed-line pottery unearthed in the site of the
Hummock Wudan and Bowang, etc. belongs to the “Hushu Culture” system of lower reaches of Yangtze River;
most of the celadon stoneware in six-dynasty period are typical (Zhejiang province) Yue kiln productions, some
of which have the characteristics of (Jiangxi province) Fengcheng kiln (for example, point-colored celadon
earthen bowl unearthed in a tomb of Jin Dynasty in Dongyuan residential area and the celadon pot with dish-
shaped mouth and six loop handle rings of Southern Dynasty collected in local place by museum, etc.) or
(Zhejiang province) Wu kiln( for instance, the celadon jar contracted mouth in the tomb of Jin Dynasty in
Bamutang, etc.). Other relic shapes such as the celadon incense burner unearthed in Zhu Ran tomb of Eastern
Wu Dynasty and the celadon beast for guarding tomb unearthed in the tomb of Eastern Wu Dynasty in the
Jiashan countryside, etc. are rather similar to the articles of the same type unearthed in a tomb of Eastern Wu
Dynasty in Ezhou, Hubei province, and there’s also some discovery of the celadon “Baihaoxiang” figureine in
the tomb of Wu and Jin periods in Wuhan, Hubei province and Changsha, Hunan province, which is similar
to that unearthed in the Yinshan village, Jiashan countryside; parts of the lacquers unearthed in Zhu Ran tomb
of Eastern Wu Dynasty are even from Shu place in the upper researches of Yangtze river. Even though the
articles belong to Tang and Song Dynasties, none of them is not produced in famous kilns of the drainage area
by Yangtze River, for example, the yellow-glazed jar with two loop handle rings and brown stripe design by
Changsha kiln in Tang Dynasty and the yellow-glazed water dropper with decoration in brown, the porcelain
pillow by Jizhou kiln unearthed in Zhawan and a batch of blue and white stoneware with characteristics of
Fanchang kiln in Northern Song Dynasty, etc., all of which are collected in this book.

Standing on the modern angle of view, we can say that the culture of ancient Ma’anshan area is always an
open system, and meanwhile brings along strong cultural features of the drainage area by Yangtze River and



impression of the creation of local culture.

Thirdly, it makes clear to all that the transferring, inheriting and developing continuity of Ma’anshan
culture and its close relationship with the surrounding cities. The materials collected and recorded in this book
range from the jade and stone articles in the New Stone Age more than 5,000 years ago to the blue painting
and colorful porcelains in Ming and Qing Dynasties, with a great span of years and various categories. But
because most of these cultural relics are unearthed in local place, therefore, they reflect the local cultural
appearance, the developing venation from simple to complicated and the relationship of ups and downs either
forward or backward in different periods by time sequence. If the cultural developing period and its appearance
revealed by the unearthed cultural relics of Ma’anshan city are put to observe under the big background of the
entire country, it complies with the general evolutive rule of substantial culture in most of the Chinese area in
principle; however, owning to the special geographic position and resource advantage of Ma’anshan city, it
gives an outstanding performance in the aspect of transferring and inheriting culture, and especially it forms
an unusual link with neighboring Nanjing in history, which is obviously displayed by the cultural relics in the
period of Three Kingdoms, Eastern and Western Jin and Southern and Northern Dynasties. Literature materials
prove that the earliest arisen city in Ma’anshan downtown area is located in the “Niuzhu(dun)” of Caishiji and
Cuiluo mountain area. Early in the late years of Eastern Han Dynasty, Sun Ce triumphed over the force of Liu
You here, feudal governor of Yangzhou, and from then on opened up the victory-deciding phase in East area of
Yangtze River, until the battle that Western Jin annihilated Wu, the prime minister Zhang Ti and Danyang satrap
Shen Ying of Eastern Wu Dynasty also took it as the crucial rampart to resist Jin army. In fact, once Nanjing is
as the capital in history, the status of Ma’anshan would rise immediately. In the period of Eastern Wu Dynasty
famous general Zhou Yu, Lu Xun, and west-town general Xie Shang of Eastern Jin Dynasty, all of whom used
to guard here to protect the capital; Han Qinhu, general of Sui Dynasty, extinguished Chen by crossing the river
from here; Cao Bin, general of Northern Song Dynasty, took up Caishi and then annihilated Southern Tang; at
the end of Yuan Dynasty Zhu Yuanzhang attacked Jiqing (now Nanjing) also passed the river to the north from
this area. Owing to that, the relationship between Ma’anshan city and Nanjing in history is well-nigh considered
as close as lips and teeth and sharing weal and woe. Thumb through the culture relics in the period of Three
Kingdoms, Eastern and Western Jin and Southern and Northern Dynasties collected and recorded in this book,
they are almost as same as that unearthed in Nanjing in the aspects of article categories, shapes, line ornaments
and the porcelain degree, which is a phenomenon that is seldom seen in the near and other cities. This kind
of phenomenon can also be observed from the activity process and formed cultural transferring and inheriting
relationship of the pots Xie Tiao of Southern Dynasty and Li Bai of Tang Dynasty in Nanjing, Ma’anshan
and Dangtu area, and even realize the far-deep cultural connection between the two cities from the later a
series of historical influences. It fully illuminates that development of Ma’anshan city and interaction with the
neighboring cities especially Nanjing has strategic and constant cultural meaning.

The cultural relics collected and recorded in this book assemble the elite of the unearthed cultural relics for
generations, and the multiphase academic value waits for the research by the expert of various aspects. Wang
Jun comrade, the curator of Ma’anshan Museum and superintendent of Ma’anshan cultural relic management
institute, who presides over the compilation of this book is a scholar of cultural relic archaeology with excellent
academic culture. In many years she always works in the front of cultural museum, and has published many
articles about archaeological cultural relic, as well as carries out systematic research of the unearthed ancient
tomb funeral, bronze article, stoneware and tomb epitaph. More than ten years ago, when I worked in the
archaeological department of Nanjing Museum and editing department of the magazine “the Southeast Culture”.
She was our academic partner. Although this book focusing on the picture, the selected cultural relic and
interpretation character, etc. comprehensively reflect the result and research level of field working by Wang Jun
comrade and other comrades of Ma’anshan Museum in so many years and embody the effort of many people.
Meanwhile, through this book we can also feel the great support and recognition of the accomplishment of
cultural museum by the concerned leaders of Ma’anshan city in these years.

Protecting cultural relics is not only for the preservation of history, but also to transfer and inherit culture.
By the relics of thousand-year old, this catalog witnesses the past cultural achievement of the local place of
Ma’anshan and culture persistence and relationship of mutual living and prosperity of different cities and
regions in the lower reaches of Yangtze River. Wish we share the wisdom and creation from the enlightenment
of history and do well of our current career for the mutual good future.

He Yun 'ao
April 20th, 2006
Research Institute of Cultural and Natural Heritage of Nanjing University
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