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Unit 1

Unit 1

Before You Read

How much do you know about the differences between education in China and
education in the United States? Talk with your partner and make a list of the

differences.

Text A

Education in the United States’

Education is one of the biggest and most important jobs of government in the
United States.” However, it is a task that is carried out by local governments rather than
the federal government. Help from Washington® usually comes in the form of money
and research.* There are no national educational standards or regulations, as there are in
- many other countries. Local areas — states or cities or counties — have kept control
over their own school systems. In spite of local control, school systems throughout the
country are very similar. A child can transfer from a school in one state to a school in
another without encountering any serious difficulty. Different books may be requii‘ed or
different courses may be offered, but the same basic subjects are taught throughout the
country.

The normal school system in the United States consists of six years of elementary
school and six years of high school. In many areas, high school is divided into three
years of junior high school and three of senior.” Each school year is called a grade —

the ninth grade, for example, is the last year of junior high school in most localities. In

o]
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addition, almost all school systems have a year of kindergarten for children too young
for the first grade. Because so many women work nowadays, a lot of communities have
also set up day care centers for prekindergarten children. Edutation is compulsory —
that is, it is required by law — everywhere in the country. However, the age at which
a child can leave school differs from place to place. The average throughout the
country is about sixteen.

While the curriculum is more or less the same everywhere, the quality of the
schools is often very unequal. Some areas have far more money to spend for each pupil
each year.® In general, schools in suburban communities are better than those in either
large cities or rural areas. In addition to the public schools, there are a number of
private schools. Many of them are operated by religious groups. In the public schools,
education is free, but the private schools charge a fee, sometimes a very high one.

The universities are also both public and private. The most famous U.S.
universities — Harvard7, Princetons, and Yaleg, for example — are private, but some
of the largest universities are public. California operates a university system with
branches all over the state. The entire system has more than 2,000,000 students. To
teach the millions of students at all levels of the U.S. educational system, there are over
three million teachers. In fact, they make up the largest single group of government
employees in the country. '

(439 words)

New Words and Expressions

government /gavenmant/ n. body of persons governing a state BUAF
local /lauk(a)l/ a. of or relating to a city, town, or district rather than a larger

area H 5 IR, HHpY
federal /feder(a)l/ a. BRFRE, BRIRHIN
educational /edju'keif(8)nal/a. of or relating to education (%F) HEK
standard /steended/n. & a. txdE () :

regulation /regju’leif(8)n/ n. a principle, rule, or law designed to control or
govern conduct ¥ % ¥ }
system /'sistem/n. RE, BER, HIE, 4%

e Qe



Unit 1

similar /simila(r)/ a. related in appearance or nature FHELK], G

transfer /treens'f3:(r), tra:-/ v. (cause to) move from' one location or job to
another 3)), ¥, ¥¥

encounter /in'kaunta(r)/ vt. meet, especially unexpectedly; come up against
A, RIEESNET, BRED: 8

normal /no:m(a)l/ a. in accordance with what is typical, usual or regular 1%
#, IEXR), PRUERY

elementary /elimentari/a. R, AN, YRR

junior /d3u:nia(r)/ a. having a lower position or rank E/Df), 5. HufrEe
{430 '

senior /si:nia(r)/a. having a higher position or rank A</, ZH]. HABRK

locality fleu'keeliti/ n. L E, Hip, HX

kindergarten /kinda'ga:t(a)n/ n. school for very young children %} )LId; <3£>
FRUBE

nowadays /nauadeiz/ adv. during the present time; now J7E, X4

community /ka'mju:niti/n. #X, Hik, £k

prekindergarten /pri:'kinda,ga:tn/a.  4))LIE%EEEFIR, A41)LEZRTH

compulsory /kem'palseri/ a. required; obligatory ATEMAY, LB, TREIH
HI, M55H)

differ /difa(r)/ vi. be different &~ -3, A[H]

average [eevorid3/a. ordinary F¥jH), WHEHK, —8RE, PEK

while /wail; (US) hwail/ conj. although BHR, K&

curriculum /ke'rikjulem/ n.  CEEKD B2 GREBEM. BRBIERH)
PE R

quality /kwoliti/n. JEE, &K, ¥R

unequal /An'i:kw(8)l/a. not equal in number, amount, or level A%, AP
£ 30]

suburban /sa'b3:ban/a. of or relating to a suburb ZBX Kj, KB4

rural /ruer(a)l/ a. of or relating to the country R4, % K

private /praivit/a. of or confined to the individual; personal FA A ], FAH 1

operate fopareit/v. ¥AE, ¥, HHE: HFEK

religious /tilid3as/a. of or concerned with religion 52

charge /tfa:d3/v. W3k, E4r: FEeL, fFHE: & n B B, 2%
3
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fee ffiz/n. W(EH. ¥RT), H&E

sometimes /'samtaimz/ adv. at times; now and then H if; [AEK

entire /in'taia(r)/ a. whole; complete £/, ERM, BN

single /'sing(a)l/ a. consisting of one part or section B —, BT, MHIAY

employee /.emploi'iz, im'ploii:/ n. someone who is paid to work for someone
else B, BT

carryout  put into practice or effect 47, 5K

rather than  TAR, TA[A

in spite of  despite N, RE, A

consist of be made up of &4&, -4k, Hi---HIAK

for example  for instance il

in addition  besides Jt4F, EH; MH

set up start; establish Z°7, #37, 637

day care center H¥tH.0

thatis  inother words 52, B, thEt&i

more or less  about; approximately K%J; & Ek/>

in general  generally %, KL, —BRUS

in additionto  besides JtAt, Br--ZSNEH

anumber of  some; alotof —%; %

infact  in reality or in truth; actually 32 b, sEfr L

makeup  constitute; form &%, WK

Proper Names

the United States % [H

Washington /wofint(e)n/ @i
Harvard /ha:ved/ MK
Princeton /prinsten/ & FKIiH K2
Yale /jeil/ HR& K¥

California /keelifo:nje/ InF3E /BT

Notes

1. This text is adapted from Modern American English, Book 5 edited by Robert J.
Dixson, published by Regents Publishing Compaliy, Inc.

4
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2. Education is one of the biggest and most important jobs of government in the
United States. (Paragraph 1) HH2XEBUFBK. BREENRFLZ—.

HAIH, job 124 T task, duty, responsibility, - E % EERF .

3. Washington: the capital of the United States, on the Potomac River between
Virginia and Maryland and coextensive with the District of Columbia. It was designed
by Pierre L’Enfant and became the capital in 1800.

4. Help from Washington usually comes in the form of money and research.
(Paragraph 1) EXHSBUNEF7ER SRR T HSA T H .

X B B e % E B BT .

5. In many areas, high school is divided into three years of junior high school and
three of senior. (Paragraph 2) ZERZHiX, %4 =FEWHH=EZEH,

high school ZEANFK LT3, 4 HIaT LIS TRER “ P (a#Eyham
D" B R,

6. Some areas have far more money to spend for each pupil each year. (Paragraph
3) FAMXEFEMNENBRALABX EEE.

7E EL R BT W) A much, even, far SRR R B, .

They are paid much less than white workers doing the same kind of work.

Diamond is even harder than steel.

7. Harvard: the oldest institution of higher learning in the United States (founded
in 1636) and one of the nation’s most prestigious. It is one of the Ivy League schools.
The main university campus lies along the Charles River in Cambridge, Massachusetts,
a few miles west of downtown Boston.

8. Princeton: coeducational, privately endowed institution of higher learning at
Princeton, New Jersey, U.S. It was founded as the College of New Jersey in 1746,
making it the fourth oldest institution of higher education in the United States.

9. Yale: private university in New Haven, Conn., one of the Ivy League schools. It
was founded in 1701 and is the third oldest university in the United States. In 1718 it
was renamed Yale College in honor of a wealthy British merchant and philanthropist,
Elihu Yale, who had made a series of donations to the school.

Study and Practice

Reading Aloud and Enhancing the Language Sense
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I Read the following paragraph until you learn it by heart.

The normal school system in the United States consists of six years of elementary
school and six years of high school. In many areas, high school is divided into three
years of junior high school and three of senior. Each school year is called a grade —
the ninth grade, for example, is the last year of junior high school in most localities. In
addition, almost all school systems have a year of kindergarten for children too young
for the first grade. Because so many women work nowadays, a lot of communities have

also set up day care centers for prekindergarten children.
II. Read the following story for fun.

One morning Lenny and Benny were late for their mathematics exam. Thinking
quickly, the boys decided on a good excuse. By the time they got to the classroom, the
other students had already finished and left.

“Sorry, Mrs. Quinn,” said Lenny, “but I was giving Benny a ride on my bike and
we got a flat tyre and had to stop and get it fixed.”

“Come back on Monday,” smiled Mrs. Quinn, “and I’ll let you take the test.”

A few days later they came back for the make-up test. Mrs. Quinn put each boy
into a separate room with their test questions. The first question was easy and worth

five points. The second question was worth 95 points. It read simply, “Which tyre?”
Comprehension of the Text

Answer the following questions.

1. What is one of the biggest and most important jobs of government in the United
States? By what governments is it carried out?

2. Are there any educational standards or regulations established for the entire
country? '

3. Who controls the local school systems?

4. Can a child change schools easily?

5. How many years does the normal school system in the Untied States consist of?

6. How are they further divided?

7. What is each school year called? Give an example.

8. What is compulsory education?



