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Preface

It is known to all that biology is closely related to human life and ex-
istence . As molecular bielogy flourished in the past few decades, particularly
since the 70s, breakthroughs have been made one after another in biological
research with a series of epoch-making achievements . Bioengineering , head-
ed by genetic engineering, overshadowed all other subjecis for its fast
progress and rich fruits. Lots of facts indicate that biological technology will
produce great economic retums in the next century. Therefore, many scien-
tists in the world predict that the 21st century will be a biological one.

Almost everybody has felt the tremendous impact exerted to the world
by microelectronic technology , whose momentum of progress at early ages,
however, is by no means greater than that of biological technology today.
Genetic reorganizing technology, initiated successfully by American scien-
tists in 1973, has been put into commercial production merely three years
later. Since then, U. S. genetic engineering enterprises sprang up in full
bloom. So far,a large number of new industries have been established in
all the developed countries.

As a matter of fact, biological technology is not only making great e-
conomic profits to human beings, but also getting increasingly important for
the purpose of improving human quality , medical service and the environ-
mental conditions. As a result, governments all over the world have listed
it in their developing programs as one of the high-advanced industries. In
addition, it has been spoken of as a crucial task of higher education to
train senior personnel in biological technology. Meanwhile, some well-
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known scholars also joined the ranks of the scientic research on biology
successively, and they seem to be paying no less attention than they have
ever done to nuclear physics.

Biology is the leading science and technology of the 21st century. To
strengthen the education of biological science is demanded by our times
and the four modernizations. It is an unavoidable duty for those profession-
als to make more and more people realize at a higher level the importance
of biological science and its great significance to the development of our
national economy, on condition that knowledge of this subject be publi-
cized and spread wide. For this end, I’ ve done my best to do something of
value to the subject by making full use of my spare time. After publishing
a lot of works on it, I’ ve recently finished my book titled “A Probe from
Molecule to Human Beings” , which, focused on man and animals, intro-
duces and demonstrates fully, accurately the achievements and major
trends in molecular biology, especially in molecular genetics. In view of
the readers’ diversity, this look is intended to explain the profound in sim-
pler tenms clearly and vividly with splendid pictures and texts, coupled
with the integration of theory and practice in content. In this way, it not
only caters to the interests and styles of ordinary readers, but also offers
some references to biology majors in colleges and universities as well as to
the professionals.

Owing to my limited knowledge and ability, along with the rapid
progress of biological science, there are bound to be errors, inadequacies,
even oversights and omissions of many new fruits in scientific research.
Readers are thus sincerely requested to make criticisms in the process of
reading.

The Author
Sept . 1998
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