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2260 Anniversary for Establishment of Dujiangyan and International Academic Forum
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The capacious snowing region originates the 500 kilometer-
long Minjiang River. The rapid flow of the river made Chengdu
Plain. At ancient time, Minjiang river basin was suffered from
disaster of flood and dry frequently. The people of shu looked for-
ward to the harmoniousness between human being and water, and
called for wisdoms to control the water. Around BC 250 during the
Qing Dynasty, Libing, a local governor of Shu (it is now Sichuan
Province) had the unique wisdom, summing up the ancient experi-
ence and accumulating mass wisdom. He guided the water along
its course of development at the upstream exit of Minjiang River,
building Yuzui Dyke to divide Minjiang River into the inner river
and the outer river, building lower weir to release flood and silt
from inner river to outer river, and building Baopingkou in shape
of bottleneck to draw in water for irrigation. The three projects
formed an integrated mass with power of a dragon and a principle
of nature,

After Qin Dynasty, all methods employed by every weir re-
pairers during the past dynasties follow the same nature law,
dredging the shoal deeply and building a lower Sand Flying Weir.
When the curved district of the river is silted up, cutting off the
convex part of silted bank. When the straight line district of the
river is silted up, dredging a channel in the centre. Wonderful
technique was employed to weave Bamboo Cages, set up Weigh-
ted Tripod, build Sheep Pen, stack Stone Sausage, and etc. At the
same time, regulation and convention was established to stand-
ardize the order of water use. It is realized that more or less wa-
ter is controlled by people self. The irrigated area is reached
200, 000 hectares. It brought up Chengdu Plain to be “The Land of
Abundance”. It creates a precedent of dividing water naturally
without dam and a model of rising profit and removing disaster. It
is making harmoniousness between water and human being.



National development and water resources developing bring out the best in each
other . After the building of P. R. C, Mao Zedong , Deng Xiaoping and Jiang Zemin , the
three giants of different eras showed great concern for Dujiangyan. Workers engaged
in water conservancy thought for changes and advanced with time . They organized
following laws and insisted on making the weir flourish by science and technology .
They rebuilt hinges , adjusted channel system , built agueduct bridge and tunnel ,
constructed reservoirs , pools and weirs. The irrigation project was a combination of
big projects with mediate projects and small projects . Also it was an integrated pro-
ject of water leading , storing and lifting , They transferred water from west to east ,
namely from Minjiang River to Tuojiang River, and the water flew through Longquan
Moutain at three sites . In 2004, Dujiangyan irrigates 673, 333 hectares farmland of 7
cities and 37 counties in Sichuan province. Moreover , it provides water for 20, 000,
000 people’s living, industry and environment use . The benefit ranks first in the na-
tion. Coming into the new century, reservoir Zipingpu, the second generation project of
Dujiangyan, is beginning to build. Reform of saving water and mutuaily-supporting
projects in the irrigated area are in the ascendant. People in Dujiangyan will tamp
basic developing industry, reform system and strengthen management, construct dig-
ital Dujiangyan, and propel the modernization of Dujiangyan.

Dujiangyan is unfailing and always making benefit for people. It becomes a live
cultural relic, and rankes as one of world culture heritages with the Great Wall, How
great its merits and virtues is ! To celebrate Dujiangyan’s birthady of 2260 years, the
Department of Water Resources of Sichuan Province specially hold the international
academic forum, and invite wisdoms from all of the world sincerely. We will look back
to Dujiangyan’s brilliant course, look forward to its bright future, and wish Dujiangyan
to run well and develop sustainably.

President of Organizing Committee
Director of Water Resources Department ‘ﬁ’& %M

of sichuan Province
October, 2004

Chengdu, Sichuan Province




