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Unit 1 Traveling to USA
£—F BEKRT

(Background information: Julie Rogers and Chennie Wu are
friends. Julie is an American businesswoman, returning to New
York after her business trip to China. Chennie, a Chinese business
man, is visiting the USA for the first time. Now Chennie is packing
his luggage and phoning Julie for answers concerning packing. )

A Packing Your Luggage

Chennie: Hi, Julie. How is it going?

Julie: Hi, there! I'm still packing. I'm just laying out everything

on the bed and the floor. The room is a mess. I could not even find

my phone just now.

Chennie: Sorry to interrupt you. I need to ask you some questions

about packing.

Julie: I'll tell you what I know and what I remember the agent told

me. No metal, sharp objects, or dense mass, such as a brick of

cheese, or soap. You might want to forget about those ceramic arti-

facts.

Chennie: Well, first of all, cheese does not apply to me because I

don’t need it. Second, I’ll take out the facial soap from the suitcase.
1



So you think I should forget about my ceramic vase and the horses?

Maybe you are right. Thanks. More tips?

Julie: Don’t wrap the gifts; wrapped gifts may need to be opened

for inspection.

Chennie: Does this apply to both carry-on and checked baggage?

Julie: Yes.

Chennie: How many carry-on bags are allowed?

Julie: Carry-on baggage is limited to one carry-on bag plus one per-

sonal item, which can be your laptop, purse, small backpack, brief-

case, or camera case. Just remember, one plus one.

Chennie: Okay, one plus one. It’s easy to remember. What else

should I heed?

Julie: Let me see. Don’t pack food or drinks in the checked bag-

gage.

Chennie: I understand that. I have some books I must bring with

me. How do I pack my books? Do I put them all in the checked lug-

gage or separate them?

Julie: Good question. Separating them or spreading them out within

the luggage would be better.

Chennie: Good. I'll do that. By the way, I have many clear plastic

bags for personal items; do you need some?

Julie: Not just yet. Thanks. It’s a good idea to put your toothbrush

and underwear inside the clear plastic bags to avoid screeners’ han-

dling.

Chennie: My suitcases are getting very full now.

Julie: It’s better not to over pack so that your articles don’t spill out

if your bag is opened for inspection.

Chennie: Do I just assume that every piece of baggage will be
2



checked?

Julie: It is possible that every piece of baggage, even your carry-on
bag, will be checked although some screening will be behind the
scene.

Chennie: Where do I put my films? In my carry-on bag or the
checked suitcase? I don’t know whether the screening equipment
will spoil my undeveloped films.

Julie; They say films are fully protected when going through the
screener. But if you want to secure them against possible damage
you’d better put them in your carry-on bag.

Chennie: Oops! I'll just have to take them out.

Julie: It’s advisable to place an identification tag both inside and
outside your baggage.

Chennie: I guess in the [.D. tag, I should spell out my full name,
address and phone number. In this case, I should include both my
address in China and the address in New York where I will be stay-
ing. What do you think?

Julie: Sure. I think we have covered all the bases.

Chennie: Thank you so much, Julie. See you at dinner time.
Julie: Feel free to call again when you have questions. See you lat-

€r.

B Information Card

(Julie and Chennie are at the Hong Kong International Airport,
ready to check in. They are told to fill out the Information Card re-
quired by the US Department of Transportation. )

Chennie: Julie, I don’t understand why we have to fill out this in-
3




formation card. Haven’t we already given our personal information
On nUmMerous occasions?
Julie: Yes, I know. This looks like a new rule for travelers to the
US.
Chennie: [ see. It must have been the result of the attacks of 9.11.
Julie: You are probably right. It says here on the card that the
United States Department of Transportation requires airlines to
identify the full name of US citizens on all flights operating into and
out of US
Chennie: And also solicit a contact name and phone number. But
I'm not a US citizen.
Julie: The airline is requesting the information for all customers on
US flights. Since you're flying on United Airline, you must submit
the information card.
Chennie: [ guess I don’t have a choice.
Julie; I guess in case of emergency, the contact person and the
phone number can be very helpful.
Chennie: That really sounds scary.
Julie: I feel sick at the thought of it.
Chennie: Well, this card is easy to complete. I'd better get on with
it.
Julie: It looks like that anyone who doesn’t comply, he or she will
be denied boarding the plane.
Chennie: Look! Every person, including infants, is required to
complete one such form.
Julie; What excuse do we have not to, then?
Chennie: (Chennie and Julie start filling out the card. ) Citizenship?
Not US, not Canada. Other, that’s me. Specify: P.R. China.
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