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Apologies and Excuses

.« Words to Know

block /bipk/n. usually rectangular section of a city or town bounded on each side by consecu
tive streets i [X

apologize /a'poladzaiz/vi. say “sorry” to someone i B AN 2

terribly /'tertb(a)1i/adv. very badly; very fRHEE: W

brush /breaf/vt. touch lightly in passing Z8d 6l Kz it

hend /bend/vt. & vi. assume a curved, crooked, or angular form or direction & fif]

mentality /men'teelnti/n.  way of thinking (>4 0P

sympathy /'simpafi/n, feeling of pity or sorrow for someone [f){f

generosity /dzena'rositi/n,  liberality in giving or willingness to give $E#ERY: K MY

escalator /leskalertalr) /n, moving stairway consisting of steps attached to a continuously cir-
rulmi!ig belt [ sh$k Tt

mango /'meengou/n.  tropical Asian evergreen tree or its fruit 2 5, HLRt

friction /'frikf(a)n/n, the rubbing of one object or surface against another FE4#; FE4E )

Directions : Listen to the dialogues and fill in the blanks with the words you hear.

1. A. I have been waiting here for about half an hour. Why did you spend so long 7

B: I'm sorry. I had to drive two blocks before 1 discovered

2. Ay I'm afraid I'm not . 1 hope you like the dinner.

..... A
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B. Oh. it was wonderful, It must have taken you a long time

3. A: T wish I could help you a little. but T know
B. 1 know. Il you give me about , 1 can do well.
4. A: Excuse me, sir. Visiting hours are over now. You must leave so that your mother can

I3: Pardon me. nurse. 1 didn't hear the bell or I would

A Do yvou mind if Peter 7

B: Yes. do, T'll be g|ad to work with Peter.

Directions . Listen to the dialogues and choose the right answer to each of the following ques-

tions.

[halogue 0
U

You will hear a dialogue between two students who meet at the library and are talking about

Li’s coming trip to the States.

Where 1s T Ming going?

A. England. B. USA.

C, Canada. D. Australia.

Who works there

A. Li Ming's uncle, B. Chen Lin's uncle.

C. Li Ming's aunt, D, Chen Lin’'s aunt.

Why s L1 Ming going there?

A. He is going to learn English there, B. He is going to travel there.
C. He is going there on business. D. He is going to see his uncle.
How long 1s he going to stay there’

A. About three weeks. B. About two weeks.

C. About two months, [D. About three months,

Why does 1i Ming not want to go by Air China

A. Because the tickets have been sold out.
B. Because there is no air flight to that country,
C. Because it's dangerous by air.

D. Because the tickets are very expensive.

L
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Dialogue 9
[ -

You will hear a dialogue between two students. Helen and David. and David had made

Helen's textbook dirty.

Whit ched 1 i 3 I

A. Some new hooks, B. Texthook.

. Notehook. D. Both B and C.
Whyv did kv ologiax Helens

A. Because he spilt some milk on the textbook.
I3, Because he spilt some tea on the notebook,
C. Because he spilt some tea on the texthook.
D. Because he spilt some milk on the notebook.
Whit did Fleler }

A. She thought it was very bad.

B. She thought these things often happened.
(. She thought David was very careless.

D. She thought Helen should buy a new one.

Where did Helen ask David 1o put them?
A. On the desk. B. On the shelf.
C. On the table. 1. On the bed.
Helon waid her textho
A, new B. second-hand
C. expensive D. important

“

1. Directions. Listen to the passage and fill in the missing words with the exact words you
hear.
“Sorry” First

There 1s one word that is on the lips of Americans, day and night: “sorry”.

One time as T was walking on the street. A young man (1) by hurriedly. brushing
against my handbag. Even as he (2) on his way. he turned back and said “sorrv” to me.
Even in a rush, he didn't forget to (3) . One day, after I bought a mango. the salesman

was giving me the (4) , but Iwasn't ready for it and a coin dropped to the ground. “I'm
sorry, " he said while bending down to pick it up. 1 was puzzled — why would he apologize
when it was my fault?

Another time, 1 stepped on a man’s foot in an escalator. At the same time, we both said

“sorry”. T thought it interesting; was it really necessary for him to apologize? Later on. an

ARSI
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American friend (5) me that according to the American mentality, the escalator is a
(6) place, and everyone should be able to stand in it. After someone occupies a position
in the elevator, making it difficult for someone else to find a place to stand, isn't it necessary
to express an apology?

I you go to the movie and the tickets happen to be (7) , the ticket seller will say;
“Sorry, the tickets are sold out. ” Whenever one of your hopes goes unfulfilled, an American
will say “sorry” as a (8) of sympathy.

During my stay in America, I often came across situations in which I was supposed to say
“sorry”, Gradually, I (9) that when friction occurs in daily life, Americans don’t care
much about who is (10) . If someone is troubled, a “sorry” is always (11) . When
this happens, even if the other person is hurt, the “sorry” cools temnpers and human generosi-
ty is displayed. Perhaps this is why I never saw anyone (12) on the buses, subways or
streets of America.

2. Directions. Listen to the passage again and answer the following questions in brie f.
(1) Which word is on the lips of Americans day and night?

(2) Why did the man who was also stepped in the escalator say “sorry” ?
Because it is .

(3) According to American mentality, when the movie tickets are sold out, the seller will say
“sorry” to express

(4) Why do Americans not quarrel in public places?

(5) When friction occurs in daily life they often don’t care about who should take
the

@ Notes

1. brush against/by/past touch someone/ something lightly while moving close to some-
bedy / something HER A/ Y2 f
B .
* She brushed past him without saying a word. #2268 T fi—F, —hE A .

2. ina rush in a rapid movement 4"

0.

* I can’t talk to you now; I'm in a rush. BHZERERKATR, E A daing i
3. ... while bending down to pick it up. BRZESMAE IS FBEEBRRIE.
Pitn,

* They stood there for an hour watching the game. {7788 JL¥% T— 3L F H .
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4, pick up take hold of and lift something $3i2
fan .
« He picked up the book from the floor. fibh#h FiBHEEEK.
5. escalator (FE N #jly. &SN AzKE., EXEKEPHLAEARFEE, FTER
BEFPHY life,
6. think + n./pron. +adj. “IN. HERARREY" WEE.
ﬁm’
* You may do so if you think it proper, THER{FIANEE, LR,
7. It +be +adj. (for someone/something) to do something £ AMHEHELH,
.
» It is not safe for a girl to go out at night,. — & EM FibEARES,
« It was very kind of you to help them., {RE&F., #BIT 047,
8. come across meet or find someone/something by chance {BRRE Wak K MEN/ED;
Bl L

il

* She came across some old photographs in a drawer, f7Efl B B EREI T —LL(HE M-,
9. ...situations in which I was... BEPHERT — i “friE+ X BT 51 SHOEEBEN,

p

* Do you remember the day on which we met the first time? fRFICER{1E— % R HEH K
AR K07
10. be supposed to do something be expected or required to do something (by rules, cus-
tom, etc. ) BIHENHER GEHN, RHA%) #HEF
it
* You're supposed to pay the bill by Friday, ZERHZ . RELHFTERK.
11. must FoRERMSHEE, SEAESERD, EEEHPH can't,
Bln:
« They must be waiting for us. {B{i]—F LR,
* He can’t have finished the task so early. AR REIR2 BT HRAT S .
12, should + have + P. P. FRat 3 N8 m s A #.
#iqn .
* You should have told me that yesterday. BEFARRNZESVFRIHE,
13. keep + EifF + EiEHEEF
.
* We must try everything we can to keep the party going. B{IBEHER—-h@Es
HET X,
» Keep your mouth shut and your eyes open. i, £IWE,




SPEAKING DEVELOPMENT

Apologies and Excuses

ENBRACTE . AN S AT LT Z s el i 15, . 0% it e
WA, AR P EASEE CAERYE, BEE LT BB MA A “Toerr is
man, to forgive is divine” CLEFH A, RAE M), M REE . A A0
BRI WS, EHHEAEES . ANTARME G 2 A SR el A 2 b o] fE 2 I A R A6 K
sl A . AR E ) BN R B, LU AN RIBUR A BR X B L AR L
EiF. FonBBEATUZILRE 2. A8FE. A0 &M, i H B A4 A bR X & R
k. '

AITZORBCERT . AR Z MR R Um sorry. 31X B AT H# A i85 /b b 8L /)
ks 5] apologize W XF HAE™ B IR OB T 79 ABE. ZHH excuse jX
Avial. B FIOE— Uk BT RN AR S e Ah . TR B S e PR ek 1 B8
B, A ER S, — 0 R R 2 B R A T T

P

- ‘SitiaionsiDisiogues

]

L_] Jalogue o

Tom is a student. He has not finished his paper on time . so he is now making an apology to
his teacher . Professor Green.

Fom: (At the teacher’s office) May 1 come in, please?
Cireen: Ohy come in, Tom.

Fomi: Prof. Greeno I'm terribly sorry about not having finished my paper on time. Because
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my mother was il last night, I sent her to hospital and 1 must take care of her in the
hospital. So I hope you'll forgive me,
Green: I'm sorry to hear that.
Tom: But I haven't finished my paper for the second time.
(Green: It doesn't matter,
Tom: But I think you must be annoyed.
Green: No. 1 think you're a dutiful son.
Tom: 1 should have phoned you, but I forgot it.
Green: Don't worry about it. Hand it in next week.

 Dialogue o

Jane invites Peggy to her birthday party. but Peggy is late because of the heavy traffic
Jam, Peggy feels sorry,

Peggy: I'm sorry I'm late for your birthday party, Miss Jane. Because the traffic jam
is heavy.
Jane; Never mind.
Peggy: I do apologize.
Jane: That’s all right. Don’t worry about it. It often happens in our city.
Peggy: I'm really sorry to have kept you waiting,
Jane: It doesn’t matter. Actually, it’s not your fault.
Peggy: Next time I'll start out early. I l;ope it won’t happen again.
Jane: I know you didn’t mean to be late.

| Dialogue 0

Li and Wang are good friends. They make an appointment, but Li Jorgets it. And he feels
sorry now. He apologizes to Wang,

Li: Wang, I'm sorry that 1 forgot about our appointment yesterday, Could you
forgive me?

Wang: No problem,

Li: Yesterday morning my good friend came, I showed him around our school. It has
been a long time since we saw each other last time. And we talked much, so I forgot
our appointment,

Wang: It doesn't really matter. It’s not urgent.
Li: But perhaps it disrupted your plan. I'm extremely sorry. I should be blamed for it.
Wang: Forget it.

Ca ek s itk s il o ot o0 o cdil
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= Notes to the Dialogues " F e vrsrrrvrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrYT

be blamed for something K-8 H & .
o 4 .

o It's my fault, 1 should be blamed for it. M, Feriiz A Z B & .
i i it e e e el b e o B T B s g i P s il g Dl el

ﬁ‘_

10.

1,

I'm sorry.

AR,

Sorry about that.

e, () EEHIE.
Sorry for not phoning you.
. WA BIRITHRE.

I'm very / so / terribly / awfully / ‘extremely sorry for that.

FOA R W K

I'm most awfully sorry. Oh dear, it was most thoughtless of me!

AR Hw, M, KHF, RAREIET.
I can’t tell you how sorry 1 am.
TR B A TR 2 AR HIR
Excuse me,
i IR,
Will you excuse me for a few minutes?
FR B B LA b 2
I beg your pardon.
IR G —8) ,
Pardon me.
IR G R —i) .
Please forgive my carelessness,
IR RL
1 apologize.
IR

I've got to apologize for troubling you so much.
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AR T IX A B, RERIER .
14. May I offer you my sincerest apologies for the wrongs I've done to you?
FRGAE TR, T R A RO
15. It doesn’t matter at all.
— KR BB,
16. Never mind about that.
Sl &
17. No problem. / That's quite all right. / It’s nothing.
W)l / K F AT 4

18. Please don’t blame yourself.

il ERal.

19. There is no reason to apologize.
VA BB

20. It’s really not necessary.
HIATE,

21. I quite understand, Don’t worry, It’s nobody’s fault, really.
RApEME. A0, XARMEMARLE, Hi!

22, Tt really isn’t worth mentioning. Don’t think any more about it.
HMAMEG — . DI AR .

23. 1 hope you don’t mind. Oh, that's all right. Don’t worry!
WA BRI E. o, BAXEN, S0

24, It's not really your fault, Please don’t blame yourself.
HARFRLSE ., EAREAHR.

25. It's OK. It could happen to anyone. Don’t let that distress you.
. EelRERAETEEMAS B, SIBAlE AL,

»

paper /'peipa(r) /n. article or essay, esp. one read to an audience of academics or specialists
W I3 X

lorgive /fa'gqiv/vt. stop being angry or bitter towards someone or about something; stop bla-
ming or wanting to punish someone [fi5; To#; B

annoy /a'noi/vt. cause anger to (someone) {# (FA) AVfL;

fault /folt/n. (responsibility for) a mistake or an offence i14%; 1%

ippointment /a'pointmant/n.  (with someone) an arrangement to meet or visit someone at a

..... b



