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As authors in one of the world’s youngest counties — the United
States of America is only 227 years old — we humbly write to you,
our special education colleagues in one of the world’s most ancient
civilizations. We respect the wisdom that you have acquired over
the thousands of centuries that give life to the present China;
indeed, as respectful as we are, we can hardly begin to understand
the customs, traditions, and values that have shaped your part of
our shared world. But we can reach across the continents and

oceans to you and say a few words that may be useful.

We know that you and we share a common interest. Together, you
and we are curious about the conditions called “disability” and
“giftedness”.

More than that, however, we know that you and we are committed
to educating people with disabilities and with unusual talents in the
best way possible, so that they will have the highest quality of life
‘possible. Together, we want to change a small part of our
worlds —the part that limits people unnecessarily by not providing
the most appropriate education to them.

Finally, we know that our common interests and our common

commitments can make a great difference. The conditions that are
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called “disability” and “giftedness” have no national boundaries.
For as long as people shared this planet, they have created
boundaries. Perhaps this book will help soften the boundary lines,
even as it helps the future teachers in your country and ours satisfy

their curiosity and fulfill their commitments.

So, with humble appreciation for your culture, your interests, your
commitment, and your initiative in reaching across the boundaries
by using this book, we close by hoping that this book will make
your life and that of your students, all the more exceptional. In a

spirit of collegiality, we welcome your comments and suggestions.

Rud Turnbull, Ann Turnbull, Marilyn Shank, Sean J. Smith,

authors.
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