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This Book is Respectfully Presented to the Elders in My Hometown

To Remember the Years Going Away
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The Past is a Song

A time with obstreperous sounds of hammering iron and steel has be-
come quiet.

And a time kindled by idealism has become calm.

Facing with this old industrial base in northeast China, which has been
stopped from production, you will have to think deeply and reasonably!
Either for America or the former Soviet Union, heavy industry has once
been a foundation stone. There is no exception to China. The Chinese
Nation is to reconstruct and to rush, but what should we rely on? It is just
the heavy industry, the great industry! We have been making our indus-
trial dream from 1930’s, and the new China also raised an upsurge of
industrial revolution in 1950’s. It can be said that it was the industrial revo-
lution that sustained the modern history of China, and of course, the prin-
cipal part of the industrial revolution----the working class also played a
role of master on the large stage of history. They sculpted the epoch
using steel and their will like steel.

Things have changed with the lapse of time. Along with the coming of
information age, both the production mode with large quantity of physical
strength and labor amount and the great industry mode with great pollu-
tion to the environment could no more meet the development require-
ment of the time, and it is unavoidable for industry to change mode. The
human beings have been destined to abandon the great industry that had
been polluting the environment and get into a clean and highly effective
scientific time. The history leaves this old industrial base to our

We have tried to record the history, singing a sentimental song of praise
for the getting-away age in our style; and we have tried to note the history
for the next generations to know about what we have experienced. A na-
tion who forgets the history will be a hopeless nation. It will be meaningful
just if we can use our cameras to save, hackle, and reproduce the past
resplendence and pain.

Though | have stayed away from home for many years, | often return in
dream. The road is farther away but the image in memory is clearer and
clearer. The spoondrifts of my childhood and youth life always spray into
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It is on primary school days that | saw these steel giants
for the 1st time when the director of the propaganda team
in the time led the all class to Shenyang Boiler Factory.
Hearing the slogan which read the working class should
dominate the world, with an ideal to take a role of mas-
ter and with aspiration of becoming a labor early, | asked
my mother to prepare a lunch box for me very early and
went to work like my neighbors.

When | entered into the forging workshop, an enthusi-
astic scene caught me. | saw the forging masters whose
faces were shining with sweat, change the flaming mol-
ten steel into various styles. | felt just at that moment
that it's labor that creates the life! At that age the song$

| liked most is “Our workers have lots of power, we are

busy with our work day and night-«+-+- "and"Our workers
roar once, the Earth will shake thrice:«--+ ”, and in
singing, | could drive a tractor and operate a lathe. There
was a single-minded moving and pride from the cockles
of the heart!

Later, the go-to-the-countryside educated youths like my

‘brother began to return to city. If one of them could be

distributed to a state factory as a worker, he or she would
be admired a lot by the others. So it became a worry for
my parents how to send my brothers and sisters into a
state factory. The “complex of a worker” affected the en-
tire generation just like this, just as the fiery-red age
inspirited the entire generation! As the “eldest son’of the
People’s Republic of China, the industry in Northeast
China once has been the backbone of our country, from
which the 1st aircraft of China has taken off, the 1st sea-
going freighter of China has set sail, the 1st biggest sur-
face mine of China has stood up, and from which the 1st
barrel of oil has spurted out:++--- This is a land where
heroes were born.

‘We have been relying on the land. The elder genera-

tions found and exploited the resources and also got a

'plenteo,us harvest from their hopes. One day, at last we

got to know that the resources which had seemed to be
unexhausted would finally come to an end and what we
would face should be just a piece of overdeveloped baren
soil. What a refulgent and solemn regression it should
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be! And that's just a samsara of harvest and payout and that of happi-
ness and pain!

Facing with those disappearing industrial wreckage, | tried to pass
through the withered reality to feel the permanence of the history. When
I scrambled on the disused iron and steel and ran in the flying coal dust,
| seemed to have heard the clarion to construct the New China and
seemed to have seen the northeast workers transport the ammunitions
and materials endlessly to aid Korea and to resist U.S. aggression as
well as the impulse of the Great Leap Forward in 1958 and the chimera
of “Catch Up With U.K. and Exceed U.S." «+---- It's difficult for me to
forget those years, and more we should not neglect the course in those
years. So | have been trying to recall people's memory by viewing those
remnant and broken walls like monument and those disused steel frame

still standing in the wind to tell mythos of that age and heroic stories
toughly including Wang Jinxi, Meng Tai, Zhang Chengzhe, Wei Fengying,
and to feel the fragrance of soldered flower and the persistence of
org«s=+»» Being excited and burning with warm blood, | pressed down
the shutter and recorded the exciting picture. | wish these pictures would
make my hometown understand my devotion and shock fickleness pre-
vailing currently.

Here, | shall thank Wen Pulin and Feng Hanji, who have both inspired
my creating ideas and given me excellent enlightenment. So that | can
walk up to the photographing journey confirmedly.

And thanks should also go to Li Guangyi, Dong Huaxin, Yu Tinglong,
and all friends there. They have been encouraging me fervidly. Without
their selfless help, | could not finish my photographing successfully. |
will never forget these sincere friends.

Thanks should go to Zenghuang and Shi Zhimin, who have both ex-
truded time from their busy work to put forward a precious detailed com-
piling project for this book.
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| should thank Bao Kun, who has written prologues for this book. So
the book can achieve sublimation in the abstract.

| should give my Thanks to Mr. Situ - Zhaodun who has guided me a
lot.

I should give my thanks to Zhang Tiegiang, who has been my assis-
tant all the time and has stood together with me regardless of situa-
tion during the photographing.

| should give my thanks to Xie Dugiang and Tang Yuegang, who both
have worked as good art designers for this book.

| should give my thanks to Zhejiang Photographic Press. It's with
their support that this book is published successfully.

And more thanks should go to the elders and villagers in northeast of
China, who have helped me a lot with my photograph. Without the
history they have created, there would be no picture album like this
one.

The photographing was finished at Spring Festival in 2004 when it is
the coldest days of the year. Facing with the wasteland where there
is neither worker nor factory but rampant wormwood, | felt penetra-
tive cold all the more.

| went back to school to develop, enlarge, and arrange these photos.
When | finished putting them in order, fresh flowers had been in full
bloom in the schoolyard, which indicated spring was coming. How
charming and glorious it is! It's just at the moment that my friends in
Shenyang telephoned me and said, “according to the decision of the
city government, those chimneys you photographed symbollzmg the
great industry of Shenyang have been blown up-+----

Su Zhigang
April 23, 2004
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A Heavy Farewell

--Review of Su Zhigang’s Photographs

People often consider that the basic function of photography is for
memory, which is actually a style of farewell. At the moment when
the shutter is pressed, time becomes an image and all will never
come back. So photographing is actually a farewell we bid to the
history. The photos Su Zhigang has taken for the industrial waste-
land in the northeast of China are just representing such a saline

and bitter farewell to the history.

Those industrial cities such as Shenyang, Fushun, Fuxin, and
Anshan, which had been our pride and honor, are still the civiliza-
tion symbols of the modern times of China. Both those towering
chimneys which were puffing out black threads of smoke and the
lines of railways crossing like spider web had once excited several
generations. They once represented the hope and future of our
country and they were always the brightest spot in newspaper and
other media, as the dense rolling smoke out of the chimneys indi-
cated that great power was being produced, and the outspread
iron rail represented our sufficient confidence to overcome the land
under our feet. Both the industry and the black-land in the North-
east of China became the foundation stones in the hearts of the
people and concentrated all the hopes and dreams of our strength-

ening modern country.

China, as an eastern country with a long history, has been famous
for its great civilization of agriculture. The warm and damp air cur-
rent from the Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean encounters over
this land periodically every year with the dry and cold air current
coming from the North Arctic Circle and Siberia. Their meeting forms
a monsoon climate of territoriality and high temperature and abun-
dant rains which all bring ample food and clothing to the people on
Hua Xia land. China was the most resplendent country in the civi-
lization times of agriculture and handcraft industry in history. Tea,
silk, and ceramics had been the most salable international prod-

ucts in ancient times They were transported to every part of the
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world along the Silk Road overland and sea route, while the world paid China
with uncounted snowy silver. And so China was called Silver Empire at that
age. If there was the concept of WTO, then the how-to-play should have been
defined by Chinese, as China was the 1st in world trading for nearly one

thousand years!

The steady production system, the well-off living, and the self-sufficient eco-
nomic structure made our ancestors care nothing about what should happen
any more in the world. Since 17th century, an industrial revolution rose from
the western countries silently, which made some European countries stron-
ger and stronger.' They replaced wood with steel, replaced water mills and
wind mills with machines driven by power from burning, and replaced cold
and manual broadswords and pikes with accurate rolling shells driven by
powder. Therefore, they didn't worry any longer about how to deal with China
using silver which was getting less and less in their countries, so they decided

to trade with China with shells and opium instead of silver.

In 1840, China which had been extremely arrogant didn't find that it had been
just a paper tiger actually until the warships from British Empire appeared in

Zhujiang River. In Modern History of China written by Fan Wenlan, some

sentences read “when the British warship came and fired guns at Tianzi Wharf,

the suards became separated in flight. Both Nicheng and Sifang Emplace-
ment fell without any fight.” This just paints out an real image of China during

Opium War. Most of the results of several wars later then were just like this.

The officials at court in Qing Dynasty became conscious how backward the
country was and began to advocate saving the nation with industry. Li
Hongzhang, Zhang Zhidong, and other advocators began to build a railway
and construct factories as they hoped that the feudal agriculture empire could
be turned into a modern industrial country. However, the decadent and down-
fallen feudal culture and system could not provide any support basically for

the reform, and it just became a naive dream to save the nation with industry.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, Tsar Russia and Japan respectively
set the Northeast of China into their industrial system in Eastern Asia. They
utilized the abundant natural resources and low-cost labor forces to exploit

mine, construct roads, generate electricity, and smelt metal, and then to set
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up a primarily perfected industrial structure. The Northeast China was the most
developed industrial area all over the country at that time. After the September 18
Incident in 1931, Japan occupied the entire Northeast China where the industry
was developed rapidly and which began to become “Japan’s Jehad Arsenal” in
East Asia and Japan’s biggest industrial zone in Asia outside its native land.

After Japan was defeated the industry in the Northeast China was inflicted heavy
losses. The internal war in the following years made the weakened industry in the
area encounter one disaster after another.

At the beginning of 1949, China’s War of Liberation basically got an all-sided victory.
In order to achieve the goal of constructing a strong modern country, on the eve of
the birth of New China, CCP began to plan for a strong industrial country with the
help from the old brother Soviet Union. Through negotiation for several years, both
China and the Soviet Union reached to a common point that the Soviet Union would
provide support for China to construct “156-Project Work”, which was regarded as
the jumping-off point of China’s industrial construction during the 1st Five-Year Plan.
The Soviet Union’s help became an important element in go-on-wheels execution
of industrial construction in China, and “156-Project Work”became a link between
China and the Soviet Union at that time as well as an example of perfect coopera-

tion of socialist countries.

“156-Project Work” included mainly heavy industry items, such as metallurgy,
automobile, and aircraft and so on. And most of the projects were placed in the
Northeast China, which again became an industrial base of China. From the very
beginning of 1950’s to the end of 1980’s, the Northeast China was provided with
serried chimneys puffing out deep rolling smoke and millions of workers and be-
came an engine of modern China during the planned economy times. After the
Cultural Revolution, China began to introduce market economy comprehensively,
so the industry of planned economy mode in the Northeast China began to confront
with loss on full scale in 1990’s. Later, various advanced technologies were intro-
duced into China, which just gave the labor-intensive industry in the Northeast China
a fatal strike. Therefore, a unique grievous transform began. The workers who had
contributed blood and sweat to China’s construction started to leave the factories;
the rumble of the machines became lower and lower and finally silent as if a busy
giant would begin to have a rest with wind and dust to be his partners. The iron and
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steel machines, which had been used by us and once been our pride and
hope, were thrown away and began to rust into waste. That's just an appall-
ing abandon, as not only those large-scaled industrial structures were aban-
doned but also an history filled with dreams was abandoned, as well as the
fates of striving and disappointment of several generations. The heavy indus-
try in the Northeast China just was a large history object we created, which

witnessed the economic development and social change in China.

Su Zhigang has been living within the large object from childhood. Along with
his growth, there were roars of the machines in the factories and sharp rumbles
of the engine coming and going on the railway. Both his family and his neigh-
bors were clinging to the large history object. They all lived their daily life
along with these machines, from which they got living expenses. In the
meantime, they all were proud of these machines, as they were the operators,
the proletariats, industrial workers and the principal part in the time with the
most pride. Further, the place was just an engine driving the People’'s Repub-
lic of China to advance, where all the hopes of modern China concentrated.
The workers cared nothing about the irritating smoke, but were afraid that the
towering chimneys would never puff out black smoke, as that meant the manu-
facturing would be stopped. Not having communicated with those great ma-
chines facing each other, Su Zhigang cannot feel as his elders. But he is
familiar with all these because he has been living in the environment from
childhood.

By now, when Su Zhigang returns to the native place from a degree different
from his elders and neighbors, all of the past had become an end. The great
group of whom he had admired have disappeared from the factories, and the
large industrial area has just been in silence. The railway crossing like spider
webs has fallen into fragments; the steam locomotives, which had been mar-
tial superlatively, are just like toys abandoned by children. Only those
chimneys, which can puff out black-smoke no longer, still stand proudly. Bro-
ken telegraph poles are here and there in the afternoon of indolent sunrays,
decorating the industrial cemetery garden like Crosses. Su Zhigang takes
photos from the all to memory his feeling from his acuminous vision degree.
In his photos, there are many convulsing details: pieces of broken industrial
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remains superpose like corrupt bodies, which we have to think about;
empty houses of workshop are just like the body from which spirit
got out just now, and of which the nothingness make us feel
palpitating; and the railway maintenance squad’'s house has
disappeared, but a tool table in front of thé house reminds us that
there was a skilful worker repairing a part just now even though it
had happened many years ago. The stage still exists, and the ac-
tors have exited, but people forget lowering the curtain.

The brilliance of the photos taken by Su Zhigang is that there isn’t
anyone being present. The industrial wasteland without a human
being is just like a huge question mark for the history, and we shall
ask ourselves why the all have been once created but now
abandoned. What does the wasteland represent? What have they
disclosed? Is it a memory for the resplendent history, or is it a start-
ing point of a new epoch?

Therefore, we think of the so-called industry-themed photos, in which
there were chimneys puffing out black smoke as a symbol of rising,
trains running and loading and indicating speed of happiness, and
scenes splashing sparks as festival fireworks and so on. From those
photos, we cannot find a human being but other things, and that's
just the saying “to see the objects instead of a person”. In those
years, all of our interests were in creating an objective world repre-
senting our power and the core of various slogans was
modernization. During the course of modernity pursuing and pushing,
men replaced consciously the subjective status with the objects cre-
ated by them, that just reflects a paradox of our human beings on
the way to the final goals of happiness. The losing of humanity is
actually a tragedy in the progress of the modernity of the human
beings. The human beings changed into slaves of the machines
and capitals and became gears and screws of the object. There
has just been a reversal between the subjective world and the ob-

jective one.

In the past more than one hundred years, uncounted chimneys grow-
ing up from the factories gradually shaded the northeast land in
China, which had been a flood plain, and millions of peasants mak-
ing a living from inside Shanhaiguan to the Northeast China made
the all with their physical strength and sweat and toil. Both the im-
perialist capitals and national capitals tussled with each other, and
the costs of the victory or defeat were just the killing of the nature
and a cheap payout of human bodies. By now, both the former pro-

duction configuration and industrial structure have created more
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strong capital powers and more advanced and intensive production
technologies, but correspondingly, human beings are finally kicked out from
the production they live on by the machines and technologies they have pro-
duced and created and then become idlers coming off sentry duties. Therefore,
both the poor technology and the production culture of rigid planned economy
also walk up to an inevitable wane.

It's just at this moment when a period of history goes to an end that Su Zhigang
enters into the scene. When he wanders among the sorrowful deaths and the
cruel destructions, he sees the blooming roses on the wasteland. Beside the
cold and hard steel wasteland, people again begin a new life. They embark on
a new journey to opening up the market-oriented career.

The luxuriousness of the city rises gradually from the music in the nightclubs
where the light is waning. Inside the mansions decorated with floodlights and
illuminations, the parvenus and influential officials are living a luxurious and
dissipated life. They are so extravagant that they spend money like water. At
the table and between wine cups, people talk about tomorrow’s new city. It is
the people’s new hope to roll along and the Northeast China begins its new
development.

Su Zhigang's photograph sets out the outcome of the tragedy ceremoniously.
Among those silent and some depressive photos of the wasteland, there is a
kind of dying sorrow and regretful feeling for the passing time. At the point
where death and rebirth meets with each other, Su Zhigang’s photos bring up
an immutable question, which is “where we are from and where we are going”.
Thereby, this group of photos has exceeded a memory for the general history
and is coming into an analysis of the existing value of the human beings.
What have we said farewell to? And what is our hope? These kinds of worry
that cannot be diverted away have been included within these photos and
make Su Zhigang's farewell become heavier.

Bao Kun
June 14, 2004
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Facing with the disused and dismembered wreck-
age of the trains, one will feel that he or she is just
at a scene left by robots in a star war. At the scene
planting on the wasteland of a space war, the fall-
to-pieces iron parts scatter just like defeated ro-
bots telling stories of the heroes.

in Fushun Vehicle and Machine Making Factory,
the factory director said that the locomotive of the
train that belonged to Zhang Zuolin's troops but
had been bombed in Huanggutun Village still re-
mained in their factory, as well as those locomo-
tives named Dongfanghong, Honggi, Youth Red-
Banner Pacesetter which were all made in 1940's
were also kept in the factory to be dismembered,
fused and used for other areas.

During planned economy time, it's from Northeast China
that steel, oil, coal, machinery and electrical
equipments, and various industrial raw and processed
materials were transported to every quarter of the world
by uncounted trains and ships day and night, and this
made our northeasterners feel proud; and then during
commodity economy time, in order to keep the pros-
perity of the market, a lot of meat, poultry, vegetables,
and commeadities are transported to this quarter from
the other provinces. When | took photos within this
quarter, a worker master has once told me that he could
make it clear which one of the trains passing through
Shanhaiguan was getting in and which one was get-
ting out when he slept at night. He said, “the train get-
ting out would roar gu++-gu---gu-++, but the train get-
ting in would roar gugugugu”.



