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Abstract

" zuojia ( regu-

The dissertation examines the style combined the
lar and constraint quality) and shiqi (intellectual and expressive qual-
ity )" in the Qing Four Wangs school. It maintains that this style, dis-
tinguished itself from the ideal of the Southern School advocated by
Dong Qichang, should be viewed in terms of its own stylistic transfor-
mation and within the intricate web of social factors.

Wang Jian started his painting career by following Dong Qichang”
s teaching. In his middle years, Wang, however, moved towards the
idea of the blending the Northern School and the Southern School
styles. Indeed, what distinguished Wang Jian from masters like Dong
Qichang, Wang Shiming, Wang Yuanqi and Wang Hui is this unique
approach , which should be considered in light of his life, artistic ca-
reer, and social environment. Stylistically, Wangs works underwent
considerable changes. His early works appear round and solid. In his
later years, elegance and fine details enter his paintings. Works made
in his last years were meticulous rendered and extremely graceful.

By conducting a case study centered on Wang Jian, the author
seeks to throw new light onto the interaction between painters, collec-
tors and connoisseurs in the early Qing dynasty. The dissertation pro-
poses that in studying Wang s stylistic development, due attention
should be paid to the interest and taste of connoisseurs, private collec-
tors, and antique dealers with whom the artist had close contact. Mo-
reover, it maintains that Wang Jian ’é case, as part of the painting
scene in the early Qing period, may partly explain the revival of inter-

est in studying ancient masters.
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