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This story dates back to the time when, according to legend, a goddess, NvWa, created the first humans, with
yellow skin, black eyes and black hair -- and bluish "birthmarks," the size of a person's palm, on their bottoms.
These people eventually became known as "Chinese." NvWa, according to folklore, created the ancestors of the
Chinese, with mud, in a vast plain, which had been part of the Weihe River. The area eventually became part of

southern Shaanxi Province. It is difficult to say, with any degree of certainty, the story is true. Legend, after all,

is legend. But Chinese civilization did begin on that plain. The NvWa's children procreated on that plain -- year

after year, century after century, and millenium after millenium. They were hunters and gatherers. They ate

animals, fish, seeds
Eventually, they
primary
economy, which
others, crop
husbandry and
making. In one of
(701-762), known
Chinese Poetry,"
romanticism,
as a picturesque
green fields and
magnificent
structures. Today,
years after the poet,
Dynasty (618-907),
structures are gone,
which he admired
It is world
"country of folk
by farmers. With
simplicity that
China's traditional
"Huxian's farmer
China's rural life -
those who till the
farms, pigs, dogs,
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and fruit.
developed a
agricultural
featured, among
farming, animal
bronze and pottery
his poems, Li Bai
as the "God of
due to his
described the plain
fairyland, with lush
rows upon rows of
palace-like
more than 1,200
from the Tang
died, those
but the "fairyland,"
so much, remains.
renowned as the
paintings," created
beauty and
characterize
works of art,
paintings" enliven
and the lives of
land and their
chickens and cows.

Some local "farmer painters," for lack of a better term, have made names for themselves. For example, Li Bai has
been dubbed the "God of Chinese Poetry," "China's Picasso," and "China’ s Matisse."
The palaces and pavilions, which were once so magnificent, no longer exist, but history's footprints cannot be

erased. We visited Huxian, to admire the ruins of those prehistoric villages, which were built nearly 8,000 years

ago. We also examined carbonized rice seeds, widely believed to have been produced by China's earliest growers

of the crop 7,000 years ago and the chunks of cheese that were a delicacy between 3,000-4,000 years ago.
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According to the legend about Nv Wa, the
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area where Huxian County lies is the
birthplace of the Chinese as a people.
Meanwhile, written records of history suffice
to prove that the area was indeed the birthplace

of the Chinese civilization.
So many events that made history took
place in the area in the past milleniums. One
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son, Qi, usurped the powers and became China’s
first monarch. It may be worthwhile to note that
Qi has been remembered to this day as a most
vicious, most ruthless and most treacherous guy

in Chinese history.
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s t of the earliest was a war fought 5,000 years
ERBEMBRRS, APH / ago when primitive democracy was monarchy.
—fld s SO B RSESURI A hierarchical system was established
P b A A N B B B AT e / following the war, which was to hold sway in
— . JE R 1 B R T P k ‘kl China until the country became a republic in
R R B R — 1911.
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Shortly after Qi took over, the tribes broke
into two opposing groupings, one consisting
of those slave owners and potential slave
owners who supported Qi for their own good
and the other, of Qi’s opponents headed by a
man named Hu Shi, who favored the old
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RAEEBBRAPEKT, SR BB b ‘Ll Ty Ty system of primitive communism. Tension kept
P oL P A EC R L 2 ! T’:" ; i I i i escalating between the two groupings and,
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5 - o S| W ecame the first dictator in 1nese history
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!!{_ﬁh B, 38— R B = tlt aj ¥ i (5} next dictator. Historians say that this marked
RIE4000 B ZA; —HE 204 i 5& R R K =9 the beginning of a hierarchical system to
¥, B8R E AR AR, z 7 i&:;‘ 3 ‘x}f{ prevail for well over 4,000 years in China,
18— il BE A R :D____j’(— =" i under which a monarch would rule all his life

> ._.\—‘a-/ and would pass the throne to a male member

of his family, customarily to his eldest son.
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Birthplace of China’s Traditional

Culture

About 3,000 years ago, King Wen of the Kingdom of
Zhou launched wars to overturn King Zhou of the
Kingdom of Shang, who was as cruel and unscrupulous
as Qi, if not more. According to historical records, a duke
named Chong Hu, who was loyal to the Kingdom of
Shang, was charged with defending the Huxian area and
he put up a tough resistance against King Wen’s advancing
troops. The duke had a castle built with the strongest
materials available at the time, and troops under King
Wen of the Zhou captured it only after prolonged, bloody
battles. The southern gate of the castle and its foundation
were still there in the 1940s, the upper part of the gate
inscribed with the Chinese characters meaning “a relic of
the early Zhou period.”

Shortly after King Wen of the Zhou won the war, he
had a city named Jing Feng built in what is now Huxian
County to serve as the seat of his government. To make
sure that his subjects would live in eternal peace and
prosperity, he invented a calendar based on his
observation of the physical growth of mi lu, or the David’s
deer, and other natural phenomena. He had a flock of
David’s deer raised for observation and, according to the
calendar, the year began the day when people saw for the
first time the antler fall from the head of a two-year-old
male deer. It is a long, long time since King Wen'’s
calendar came into oblivion, but some folkways still
observed by the Chinese are attributed to it. One is shou
sui— families getting together on the eve of the New Year’s
Day by the lunar calendar and waiting for the beginning
of the New Year. On the New Year’s Day, the king would
order some fresh bamboo plants burned, so that the
cracking sound thus produced would tell his subjects that
the New Year had come. Burning of fresh bamboo plants
on the New Year’s Day was to continue for many
centuries, until firecrackers replaced fresh bamboo plants
thanks to invention of gunpowder by the Chinese.

King Wen died the second year after his capital city,
Jing Feng, was built, and his son ascended the throne as King
Wu. King Wu had his uncle, Dan, serving as his prime minister.
Dan, also known as Lord Zhou, developed a complete range
of what is known to historians as li yue -- rites performed to
the accompaniment of music. Li yue,in fact, materialized
a social estate system designed to let every person know
what he or she stood in society, and it was to be made a
most essential part of Confucianism, the dominating
ideology in feudal China.

Religions

In 401 AD, an eminent Buddhist monk by the name of
Kumarajiva (344-413), who doubled as a great scholar
and translator, arrived in the Huxian area from a small
kingdom named Qiuzi in Central Asia, on invitation of
Emperor Yao Xing of the Latter Qin Dynasty.
Immediately after he settled in a simple straw hut in a
large temple, the eminent monk began translating
Buddhist classics from Sanskrit into Chinese. By the time
he died, he had already completed the translation of 79
Buddhist classics in 475 volumes, which were to become
the central texts for some of the most important, most
influential sects of Chinese Buddhism that came into being
in the following centuries. To name just a few: the Pure
Land Sect, the Tiantai Sect and above all, the Chan, or
Zen as it is known to the Japanese. As their teachings and
commandments kept spreading eastward, these sects of
Buddhism eventually found their way into the Korean
Peninsula and Japan.

Kumarajiva was born in central Asia though his
father, also a prominent scholar, was Indian. Buddhism,
an alien religion, was brought into China in the first
century AD, during the Han Dynasty. As time went
by, the religion gradually adapted itself to conditions
in China and eventually, Chinese Buddhism came into
being as an important part of the Chinese culture.
Kumarajiva is still remembered for his role in
promoting this process.

Five religions are practiced in China -- Buddhism,
Islam, Catholicism, Protestantism and Taoism. All these
are foreign except Taoism, which was founded about
1,800 years ago on the basis of some folk beliefs. Several
sects were developed in the course of its spreading, a
phenomenon observed in virtually all other religions in
the world. One is known as Quan Zhen, or the Sect of
Divine Purity, which was founded more than 800 years
ago by a native of the area whose name was Wang
Chongyang.

Wang Chongyang was born in a village called Dawei
in the northern part of the Weihe Plain. His story goes
back to the year 1159, when he claimed to have met an
immortal and learned from him how for mortals to become
immortals through self-cultivation. Then he dug a cell in
the south of his native village, where he stayed for years
in a row, practicing what he claimed to have learned from
the immortal. Now that he was sure that he had attained
immortality, Wang Chongyang left the village and began
traveling to spread his ideas about the religion, in the
course of which he eventually founded the Sect of Divine
Purity with his writings as its central texts. It needs to be
noted that Divine Purity is the most influential of all the
Taoist sects practiced ever since. To be more exact, more
than 95% of the Chinese Taoists belong to the sect.

“Heavenly Palace”

In classical Chinese architectural terminology, tian
gong, or “heavenly palace,” refers to the most
magnificent, most imposing architectural structures
excluding those palace buildings found in imperial
complexes such as the Forbidden City in Beijing. Huxian
County boasts the only “heavenly palace” -- in fact a
“heavenly pavilion” in miniature -- that has survived to
our times. The “heavenly palace” in Huxian is a large
hall named after Gongshu Ban, alias Lu Ban, who lived
about 2,500 years ago as the most prominent architect
and carpenter in the country.

“Country of Farmer Paintings”

More than 60% of the Chinese population estimated
at 1.3 billion live in the countryside. In appearance,
farmers in Huxian County bear no difference from country
folks anywhere in the country. What is remarkable about
them, however, is that hundreds, probably thousands, of
them are famous for their paintings -- artworks that
features a beauty of simplicity while somewhat
impressionistic in style, something transcending
children’s paintings and works of modern fine art. In doing
their paintings, “farmer painters” in Huxian just depict
what they see all around them -- plants, animals, rivers,
the sun, the moon, etc. -- while trying to enliven what
they think about the relationship between Man and Nature
and what they expect of Nature. Experts agree that
“farmer painters” here are good at using the kind of artistic
language people with different cultural backgrounds can
easily comprehend. That explains why the county is
known across the world as the “country of farmer
paintings.”
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The ancient pointed-bottom utensil unearthed in Huxian county
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Far back to 7,000 years ago, the
Huxian area was already thriving with. = %
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