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1. Of Studies
F. Bacon

Studies serve for delight, for ornament and for ability. Their chief use
for delight, is in privateness and retiring; for ornament is in discourse; and
for ability, is in the judgement and disposition of business. For expert men
can execute, and perhaps judge of particulars, one by one; but the general
counsels, and the plots and marshalling of affairs, come best from those that
are learned. To spend too much time in studies, is sloth; to use them too
much for ornament, is affectation; to make judgement only by their rules, is
the humour of a scholar. They perfect nature, and are perfected by experi-
ence: for natural abilities are like natural plants, that need pruning by stud-
y; and studies themselves do give forth directions too much at large, except
they be bounded in by experience. Crafty men contemn studies, simple men
admire them, and wise men use them; for they teach not their own use; but
that i1s a wisdom without them, and above them, won by observation. Read
not to contradict and confute; nor to believe and take for granted; nor to find
talk and discourse; but to weigh and consider. Some books are to be tasted,
others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested; that is,
some books are to be read only in parts; others to be read, but not curious-
ly; and some few to be read wholly, and with diligence and attention. Some
books also may be read by deputy, and extracts made of them by others; but
that would be only in the less important arguments, and the meaner sort of
books; else distilled books are like common distilled waters, flashy things.
Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and writing an exact
man. And therefore, if a man write little, he had need have a great memory;
if he confer little, he had need have a present wit; and if he read little, he
had need have much cunning, to seem to know that he doth not, Histories
make men wise; poets, witty; the mathematics, subtile; natural philoso-
phy, deep; moral, grave; logic and rhetoric, able to contend: Abeunt studia
in mores. Nay, there is no stond nor impediment in the wit, but may be
wrought out by fit studies; like as diseases of the body may have appropriate
exercises, Bowling is good for the stone and reins; shooting for the lungs
and breast; gentle walking for the stomach; riding for the head; and the
like. So if a man’s wit be wandering, let him study the mathematics; for in
demonstrations, if his wit be called away never so little, he must begin
again. If his wit be not apt to distinguish or find differences, let him study
the schoolmen; for they are cymini sectores. If he be not apt to beat over
matters, and to call up one thing to prove and illustrate another, let him
study the lawyers’ cases. So every defect of the mind may have a special re-
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Of Studies
Wik

F. Bacon

2 B A o FAR(1561—1626) , ¥ XBA TR FEXE. X% F,
RELOUFEAEILE, (ML) R ERHKI L LB R
H R EEEFFRILEEREATE, TR RALNEANF @, &0
HH A RR B RREFRET A TR G,

Studies serve for delight, for ornament and for ability. Their chief use
for delight, is in privateness and retiring; for ornament is in discourse; and
for ability, is in the judgement and disposition of business. For expert men
can execute, and perhaps judge of particulars, one by one; but the general
counsels, and the plots and marshalling of affairs, come best from those that
are learned.

serve for: to serve the purpose of, to be of service or use, function as
7, A,

privateness; secluded from the sight, presence, or intrusion of others

FaJE , M4t retiring: shy and reserved BEHF K JE 1, F HJHALH), discourse:
verbal expression in speech or writing iR, X 1%, %15, disposition; ar-
rangement ZZHE,

[E X iR 8 7 : disposition 7E R “MEAR " EFRARA 5 W[5 X 1A]f temperament character per-
sonality nature

disposition &~ — B HOMEAE M, 41 a sweet disposition FIZE )14 1%, a patronizing
disposition B #F e BT AR . temperament F5—/N A B4 1B AN SIAFE ST, 20 a
nervous temperament 5 "BiKIHAHE , her highly strung temperament #4% 5 8 sh )M,
the sanguine [ phlegmatic, choleric, melancholic] temperament %5 Ifn [ k57, fEH, t£HR]
J5i, an artistic temperament ZRFK KIS A, character & 75 % EEFUETE F & RASE, 10
the formation of character &I A%, a man of character B S A, personality 53
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AABRSRERMRER AT S BSEEHS) H 2 R HMEME, 21 a strong
personality X8 ¢]/Mi , double [ dual] personality JUE A ¥, nature 35 H SRk K& 5H
B3, %0 good nature §F.0Mg, BAAMER, 78S, il nature LM, S, human
nature A,

18 S i PB4 ; business AR X 184 industry commerce trade traffic

business #57 X ARV &R A TIVIESRD, 40 go into the oil business 3 2 A% 5.
industry ¥ B AR Y S BB SR A AP HIE, 20 the computer industry BLBT{T I,
commerce and trade 5 5P ER B SRR AL B2 F045-BE , i foreign trade (or commerce) X 5h 5
5 ,the international wheat trade [EBrE E 3L 5, interstate commerce laws JHBr 5% 5 &,
traffic RE N T RS R Z SN B S5 B ZE ATk HES, e AT
% BIES), T to improve railway traffic SE S ERIEHNV %, traffic in drugs R H o

expert men: men with much experience 238 £ E M) A, execute; put
into effect, carry out #4038, 355, judge of particulars: form opinions of spe-
cific matters 5t B A B ¥ B M 5. counsel: consultation, giving advice,
planning of action &%, £4,i=%, [ 1FE, IE B E; the general coun-
sels: B {&%EHl, plot: plan, scheme T+¥]|, #%)]; marshal: to arrange, to set
in methodical order Z2HE, 5 %38 ; the plots and marshalling of affairs: X}
BYRITENEZ ERAE,

BRI LGRS, JARE, KA T EASEREIERRMmL
ZR R EERATREAG B A4 TR N RRERE SR
zb. TREFRNAGES ——TULE, ST EEATRIE, RTE%E -
2R ZERWWBEIET 2 2 A8HF.

To spend too much time in studies, is sloth; to use them too much for
ornament, is affectation; to make judgement only by their rules, is the hu-
mour of a scholar. They perfect nature, and are perfected by experience: for
natural abilities are like natural plants, that need pruning by study; and
studies themselves do give forth directions too much at large, except they be
bounded in by experience.

sloth;aversion to work or exertion, laziness, indolence &L, 8%, af-
fectation; artificiality f(4E , 5846, B, 5ils . -
* BN IRMHT : affectation [G] X I8 pose air mannerism
affectation H S B fTHREXEERARBEGI A X, I strip away the affectations
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and exaggerations when playing Chopin /EZ= & #ih B B L5 61E 5%& 3k , without affecta-
tion E5CHY, B EEM, pose X RREFEMSERMEHIANRFEEREIR, 21 His mod-
esty is only a pose. fUHIERBRAITR—FEESET . air BEE —FEBETHEN R
B3, 30 an air of authority —BIHBURKIEET, SETRAMAE, W put on airs EHF,
mannerism 5 ARSE R SR EMASRKEGFN JRELNSRBEOERS, REREE,
41 his mannerism of closing eyes when talking i %R BRI >J 1R, Her weird accent is
just a mannerism picked up on her visit to her friends in the countryside. HiBEMEAREI S
RitFFHS T RAN ¥28. [Antwerp mannerism 224§ T4 K8 Bk (1510—1530),
professional mannerism %3V X%, 1

humour: a person’s characteristic disposition or temperament {1, 5
J&i; the humour of a scholar: the mental peculiarity of a scholar %S,
RS,

They perfect nature, and are perfected by experience: They (studies)
improve natural abilities of people and themselves get improved by experi-
ence. FEBAILATEEANIRAERN)EEST, MK FTARIMEBHAR

pruning; cutting off or removing the dead or living parts which are su-
perfluous and unnecessary to improve shape, trimming {55,

too much at large: too general or impractical, too much at liberty X
&, .

bounded in by experience; restricted by experience, set a limit by experi-

ence LB MR,

FEHEN I ERAME; R TZRMERHE LB RREMREE
Fo FEBFARERERKE, ZRIFIMEBHRR  ANREZ T ERMARZ
AR, FREBE I MABH E ;MR A H LTk, #FEER TULR,

Crafty men contemn studies, simple men admire them, and wise men
use them; for they teach not their own use; but that is a wisdom without
them, and above them, won by observation. Read not to contradict and con-
fute; nor to believe and take for granted; nor to find talk and discourse; but
to weigh and consider. 4

crafty. skillful, ingenious, dexterous B\ Zx i, BREHRY, TS5 W Y, con-

temn; to view with contempt, despise 85,5, B,
18 3 iR e 3% : contemn B W.iF] X384 despise disdain scorn
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despise incompetence R TB AL ;

contemned the actions of the dictator BRI FEHIES;

disdain flatterers @SULIAHEE ;

scorn sentimentality BiH % # & &

AT

for they teach not their own use; but that is a wisdom without them, and above
them, won by observation.

they: studies i3, %R ; their own use: the use of studies FristAIRMIE A ; Hilt, for
they teach not their own use AN : NP R GH R EBFTERRNIEH. that:to
make good use of studies FrifHiRAE ;2 wisdom without them:a wisdom that lies be-
yond the realm of studies 7E ¥ > 7 55 #; won by observation: attainable through a
keen observation i3 40,0 A BRI . JE R D EERN S AMRAIRNEBET %
FEzM XETHBAG  BEEUET RS

contradict: to assert or express the opposite of R}, % /5, confute:to

prove to be wrong or in error iEXE, B8, weigh: ponder and evaluate §&
E.

BUSERWEY, LAE FRES, AEER RS EARBERHH
BAEBAGMER; EANERETEB N XRTRBAS, BANE
A eERE ., BN ABERREY, AR RN AR SEREIUZ
B2 ERR, FaE,

Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to
be chewed and digested; that is, some books are to be read only in parts;
others to be read, but not curiously; and some few to be read wholly, and
with diligence and attention. Some books also may be read by deputy, and
extracts made of them by others; but that would be only in the less impor-
tant arguments, and the meaner sort of books; else distilled books are like
common distilled waters, flashy things.

swallow: to cause (food or drink, for example) to pass through the
mouth and throat into the stomach FMH, chew: to bite and grind with the
teeth, masticate BH , to meditate on, ponder ¥& &, (&, %0 chew a problem
over fFABE R

curiously: seriously, with thoroughness and care IAE ,{+48,




deputy: a person appointed or empowered to act for another {4¥# ; read
by deputy: read with the assistance of others § AMIE, extracts: excerpts,
passages taken from books ¥,
[E S i M ; extract BT B F] X iAA educe elicit evoke extort
extract 75 F BV s BV 4 19 & X, 20 extract oil from olive M A4 i B 1.,
educe SHE T HEMNERNBLAS| H HEH W HKEE, W educe an argument
against a new plan =8 K AT H i+ WM H, eicit B IO HERRHEBHEES
FHE%, W try in vain to elicit no smiles KB A REERRT). evoke Fooridisd BAK | ok
W5 R AHEVAMSE, 11 evoke great indignation 5| R BRARE. extort HBEU AT, BET
RIBBMEFBORIRE, M extort money from an old man [Al— AN ABIREM
argument: the content or subject of books FHIF Ak T, the meaner
sort of books: books of little or less value 42 HIF .
[8 S iR M : argument ) FE (5] X 174 dispute, controversy
argument 5578 & 5 R HBE S RBE T HE S LSRN 5 , 21 He is seldom swayed by
others’ arguments #b{R/DZ B H AB WK AL . dispute MEEI ST ETHSHE LS
5, B &80, I the dispute among students about the terms of the living conditions

FENEREREEKSTERS R, controversy AFIRIENBIATRAMALENS L5
TERY 47 I, 2N widespread controversy over the use of nuclear power X8 IR Y iE
i

b 3) 2

but that would be only in the less important argument, and the meaner sort of books:
but only books with less important subject-matter and of little value should be read by dep-
uty and to have extracts made of them by other persons. X4 RN (X HENAE
ErAREEEMNERSNBEA TEAREHIEBE,

distill: to subject (a substance) to distillation Z 48; distilled books:
books from which the better parts have been extracted 2R3, flashy

things: flat and tasteless things ¥ i ICBR B ZR PG .

HEB AT ABTORE S, FoAth 45 S 6B B B 75 2L, /D 285045 T BT 8 MRV, 4
Ol AL B, A 2 AR AR S A A%, AR BA NI B
NS BUEF R, REE LN, HEBETUEARSE , WK
B EXNRTARAEEEUARMER SN BRE; MEFR, BRINH
AR ELHIK, BT A

Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and writing an ex-
act man. And therefore, if a man write little, he had need have a great mem-
ory; if he confer little, he had need have a present wit; and if he read little,
he had need have much cunning, to seem to know that he doth not.
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full; containing all that is normal or possible, complete FEiEH, &
#J; a full man: a man with a wide knowledge and complete life B EEH
RSB TER) A . conference; consultation, conversation, an exchange of
views 328, 32 Wi, ready:prompt in apprehending or reacting, FRIRE K N
M#E; a ready man; a man who can answer things readily and freely g} i
RN B A . an exact man: a man who speaks and writes with accuracy
FRIEFEHI A

write; take notes {21, had need have: would need to have EEH
confer ; converse, speak,talk 331, present: readily available, immediate
o FETHRY, BRZIRY; wit: ingenuity, keenness and quickness of perception
or discernment A 8; present wit: 2%, LNV T, 28 % ¥#. cunning:
@ skill in deception, guile B, #1t;@ skill or adeptness in execution or
performance; dexterity FiT5¥%k, R15, to seem to know that he doth not:
to seem to know what he does not know B8 fthAE H L AMERNRE,

B S i Eb ¥ : confer B [E] XA EH advise consult parley

a doctor conferring with a patient =4 55K A HER ;

a headmaster advising with the teachers ¥ FE#UT 1181 ;

has to consult with a doctor NGB A4 % #);

parleyed with worker representatives during the strike 2 T ¥ija]5 T ARk H

B SR M : wit BRI X FEE A humor repartee sarcasm irony

wit BERE 17 BB R %8 77, 2 living by one’s wits EHLE AT S R /NHBAE
HF, have quick [slow] wits HLE [R5 ], woman’s wit & AR E KRR THNE, hu-
mour B REE AR K (BB AFHE A RFBH 4 H &KX HIEE ST, 20 have no sense of hu-
mour 5 MIBRA, a man of humour BEHMEREBHIA . repartee [ repa:'ti: RS R BRALE
ISR & 8E /T, W comments leaving no opening for repartee ¥4 & BRIGHERHUAITEILS
sarcasm 2 —FFLL5 E SRR B — A A0 B BIRGE 3 2K : 41 squelch others with biting
sarcasm FIRAPIBFEESRMATLE UM, irony IEUHER N FEEXRELGE
X, %0 he is uttering irony fi{F R & o

EREATE; TREANE SEEAER. B, mR—PARSH
WAMERD, b FEEAEASLIRI 1 R D 5ARE, WRER 2R
s SRR D3, MBEEH T RI5RXT, AR B R R 19,

Histories make men wise; poets, witty; the mathematics, subtile; nat-
ural philosophy, deep; moral, grave; logic and rhetoric, able to contend:
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Abeunt studia in mores. Nay, there is no stond nor impediment in the wit,
but may be wrought out by fit studies: like as diseases of the body may have
appropriate exercises. Bowling is good for the stone and reins; shooting for
the lungs and breast; gentle walking for the stomach; riding for the head;
and the like. So if a man’s wit be wandering, let him study the mathematics;
for in demonstrations, if his wit be called away never so little, he must begin
again, If his wit be not apt to distinguish or find differences, let him study
the schoolmen; for they are cymini sectores. If he be not apt to beat over
matters, and to call up one thing to prove and illustrate another, let him
study the lawyers’ cases. So every defect of the mind may have a special re-
ceipt.

witty; very clever and humorous, brilliant in conversation #1& REREK ,
ZET =, subtile:old spelling for “subtle” , able to see fine differences be-
tween matters fEE HEMH AN ER, B4E %, deep: profound, able to
understand and see into the depth of matters FR#RR A, grave; dignified and
somber in conduct or character 44T 5, IE 48, contend: debate, dispute
S,

BRI ;

Histories make men wise; poets witty; the mathematics subtile; natural philosophy
deep; moral grave; logic and rhetoric able to contend:

Studying history makes men wise; Studying poetry makes men very bright and hu-
morous in conversation; Studying mathematics makes men able to discern fine differences;
Studying natural philosophy enables men to understand and see into the depth of matters;
Studying moral philosophy makes men serious and dlgmfled Studying logic and rhetoric
enables men to debate well.

Abeunt studia in mores: (Latin) Studies help shape one’s character ($iI
TOEBME AR,

nay: and, moreover Jf—2E . stond: hindrance, drawback PHES, ik
B, impediment; hindrance or obstruction fHA§, in the wit:in the mind or
intellect ZE.038 1, wrought out: work out 3 354318, = 4 ; but may be
wrought out by fit studies: but fit studies may give rise to wit FFH{F YW
I E, like as: (archaic) as BE{8 ; like as diseases of the body may have ap-
propriate exercises;just as diseases of the body can be treated through appro-
priate exercises FHR A BRI 18 Y BIHE BIRIT .

[5) SLi® M7 : impediment BY[E] X 37 3= B obstacle obstruction bar barrier block hin-

drance

obstacle 150 75 A 3 (A i 6 FUHER (SIT BT MU ARFE SR SL, 20 Her father’s oppo-
sition remained only their obstacle. 5232895 X B IHE-—AIFRFE . obstruction 15 {#:H
ekt B E M KR, 71 This sandbar turns out to be an obstruction to navigation,
iX/l\?ﬂ?WE.%Eﬁﬁﬁgmﬁ%o bar and barrier 7 FR #1 sk FH 11 33 HH PRI & 3, W



