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ould you like to walk along a tropical’ beach’ on a
Pacific island? Maybe you’d rather visit Australia
to see animals like kangaroos’® that live nowhere
else in the world? Would you prefer to go to Antarctica,
the frozen® continent, where the sun doesn’t rise during o .
the long winter? You'll explore’ all of these places as N
you travel through the diverse® regions of Oceania and 4. frozen adj
\ntarctica. As you read, think about how life here might 5. explore ;
be different than where you live. i nd o ad ikl

1. tropical




NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

1,000 miles

1,000 kilometers

5 |
= % g iy - mj',f,f, : * ~.. Hawaiian
& Northern ® Islands
2 »Mlarignas :
“Islands s
: : Guam” . MO/;%O : - P (;1 cific w
‘ : / <0l %4, | cean
@ .7y - Palau £ ﬂ / é'-/!’ /°»>°, [ o 1
= G Islands [ S5 )
P rz M [ J / Gilbert G -
ASI @ - New Britain l 4 '4 Island. Is 2
b o SR & W b /v Nauru A o
3 Tuvalu l \ o %a '
o \'\“SC@_\\%\———*,Z; : jblom ;,j"‘ \\ Isla.lids % L f",""{}‘ :
8 Tgmor pSea Bougamwlle Kands 5 Walll{ B o < )&0@ ‘Islands
x Coral New: Futuna— \ Islands °9‘ J"'r"o;, Y
“Seq Hebrides G e | 2y
Ful To"ga i S L Yo
J <. aledoma\ Islands | Nuie -'%Ta""iy_ O /?9 ‘
2! o
z Pitca
: Islar
o
North §:
D NEW Island 9|
v ZEALAND o
Indian L 4
Diean Tasoania € Chatham I
¥ South o
0 ] 1,500 miles Island 4
(I) 1,5'00 kilometers . "4;"0"’:2’3"‘, ( 7
[
ﬁ\ ANT-ARCTICA
% =
. a(%g
= PE sg{.n
SOUTH %
. . AMERICA UJ o
Oceania and Antarctica it Mm»
{; ;> Vostok
I§* 1

Vostok
Research




In this book, you’ll travel through four very different
regions of Oceania and Antarctica. Locate' each place
on the map before beginning your expedition?.

g <« InAustralia, see koalas and other
- animals that are found nowhere else
-~ in the world.

» Explore geysers® and other
stunning® geographic features® in
the island country of New Zealand.

<4 Swim among coral reefs® of the islands
of the Pacific Ocean to see an amazing’
variety® of sea life.

P> Visit Antarctica in early summer,
when crowds of penguins arrive and
{ hatch their young.
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AUSTRALIA
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Australia is a place like no other. It is the only continent that

is a single country, and it is the only inhabited' continent

located entirely in the Southern Hemisphere?. Australia

contains some of the driest and flattest land on Earth. And,

because it is so isolated® from other landmasses?, it is home to

many plants and animals that are not found anywhere else.

Nearly all of Australia’s people live in a narrow band along

its eastern and southeastern coasts. Like all other living things

on this isolated continent, they have adapted® to its unusual
environment®. Kot
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How do people and other
living things interact’
with Australia’s unique®
environment?
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 AUSTRALIA “DOWN UNDER”

THE LAND DOWN UNDER

ou may have heard people refer to' Australia as “The

Land Down Under.” A look at a globe will show

you why. Since most globes are positioned? with the
North Pole at the top, people often think of south as “down.”
On a globe, Australia lies below, or “under,” the Equator in
the Southern Hemisphere.

Made up of the mainland and the small island of
Tasmania®, Australia is located between the Indian Occan
and the Pacific Ocean. The continent is part of Oceania,

a large region in the Pacific Ocean that also includes New
Zealand and thousands of small islands.

Although most of Australia is flat, there is a long stretch?
of low mountains and highlands in the east called the Great
Dividing Range’. It runs the length of the entire continent
from north to south and extends® into Tasmania. Australia’s
highest peak’, Mount Kosciuszko?, is in this mountain chain®.

T.referto . REL R Gedtend v ... 3
2. posiion v RM 7.peak me T Ui
3. Tasmania EHD RS 8. Mount Kosciuszko  #EMIHT#HL
4. stretch n LES (—RD 9. mountain chain ey Bk
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Much of the continent is a harsh', hot, dry region known
as the outback. The outback stretches across the Western
Plateau’—a high, flat area of land that covers much of
central and western Australia—and extends into the dry
inland area of eastern Australia. Without much rainfall in
the outback, skies are clear and sunny for much of the year.

A Varied?® Climate

The continent’s climate varies from region to region.
Northern Australia has two seasons—a dry season from This sign wams drivers in Australia
April to October and a hot, humid season throughout the to watch out for kangaroos crossing

. . 6
rest of the year. The heaviest rains fall there from January ::: ;::‘:::;’:::If::lt':"::sab';ﬁ‘;o

through March. million—nearly three times the number
~ Much of southern Australia has four seasons, which are of people!
- opposite* those in the Northern Hemisphere. January and
- February are the warmest months, while June and July are
~ the coolest. The east coast of the mainland and Tasmania
 receive rain throughout most of the year. Snow falls only in

the mountains in the southeastern part of the mainland and

¥ 1. harsh adj. IREE
‘the high]ands of Tasmania. .é‘."\-I-Vestern Plateau ISR
E 3.varied ad.  EFREEHE
4. opposite adj. s HHZH

% 5.current adj. EF-01:0]
6. estimate n. &t




Unique Plants and Animals

Many plants and animals native’ to Australia are found
nowhere else in the world. Why? Australia was once
attached to? Antarctica. Hundreds of millions of years ago,
the landmass broke away, and over time it drifted” to its
present isolated location in the Pacific Ocean. As a result of
its isolation, Australia’s plants and land animals developed®

separately from those in the rest of the world. Therefore,

A variety of colorful wildflowers are
unique to Australia. Those found in
desert regions often bloom® only once

they are different and have unique characteristics’. ‘

every few years.

Many of Australia’s native

animals are marsupials’, 1. native adj AT Ay 9. pouch n BILE
8 i :
mammals” that c:"y their 2. attach to s %3 10. platypus  n RG M &
young in pouches”. Kangaroos 3. drift \ =3 1. furry udj KAERM
are one of the best known -
2 4. develop \ i< 12. duck-billed adj I AR EGHY
marsupials. They can grow as - e
rfalstE e : : .
tall as 2 meters and can jump 5. characteristic n H4E 13. echidna n FEER
up to 9 meters . 6. bloom ! Fit  14.anteater n =B
7. marsupial n Azt 15. spike " £ &
8. mammal n MEFLah%w  16. porcupine . C E20

Australia is home to the world’s only two
egg-laying mammals—the platypus®®
(below), a furry'!, duck-billed'? animal and
the echidna’®, an anteater* with spikes®®
all over its body like a porcupine’®.



Nearly four million people live
T HE C OAST in Sydney, Australia’s most
populated city.

More than 80 percent of Australians live along the coast,
mostly in the east and southeast. One reason is that this
region receives much more rain than the outback.
Australia’s eastern and southeastern coasts attract' people
for other reasons as well. Ocean air keeps temperatures
cooler than those in the outback in summer, and warmer
in winter. The Pacific Ocean is also important for
transportation”. Busy ports serve ships transporting goods
to and from Australia. The country’s most populated cities,
such as Sydney?’ and Melbourne*, have grown up around
these ports.
Moderate’ temperatures and regular rainfall also make the

coastal® lands good for farming. Farmers living on the coastal

This satellite image shows Australia
at night. The white areas are lights
from cities and towns. They show
where people in Australia live.

plains’ grow such crops as sugarcane?®, cotton, rice, fruit,
corn, and wheat.

1. attract V. e 5. moderate ER Ay
2. transportation n T4 6. coastal BB

3. Sydney Efe 7. plain FIR

4. Melbourne 8. sugarcane
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be saved?

SOme parts of coastal western Australia also receive
enough rain for farming. Wheat is one of the most
important crops in this region. In fact, some farmers are
cutting down trees to make even more land available*

for wheat farming. This is causing a serious problem.
Here’s why: shallow layers® of salt lie under the surface®.
Below the salt layers are aquifers?, layers of rock with
small openings that hold water. Trees absorb some of this
underground water, preventing it from rising to the surface.
When the trees are cut down, the water rises carrying

salt from the salt layers with it. Shallow salt ponds form,
covering fields and destroying crops. Even when the water
evaporates?, or dries up, the salt is left behind, making the
soil useless for farming.

Today, about 10 percent of the land available for wheat
farming in western Australia has been harmed by salt. Can
these lands be saved? Some scientists say the lands can
only be saved by replanting trees. Volunteer® groups, such
as Landcare and Men of Trees, are beginning to replant
trees. It's a slow process, but it may be the only way to save
the land.

Some Australians are planting new trees to
replace those that have been destroyed by salt.




