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Jiang Zhizhou, born in Shaoyang, Hunan, graduated from Lu
Xun Academy of Fine Arts. He is one of the ten outstanding pho—
tographers of all the previous photography competition in Hunan.
He also won the Gold Prize and honored as Century Star. He is
Artist of the Chinese Photographer Association, who succeeds both
in moral spivit and in art. British Royal photography A-level Master

ociate, and the vice senior editor and chief editor of Hunan

News and Picture Press.

His photographic works and academic articles published in the
newspapers and periodicals amount no less then 2000, both do-
mestic and abroad. Among which more than 300 pieces were awarded
and over 30 pieces were selected and awarded prizes in the Interna~
tional Photography Exhibitions held in America, Japan, South Korea,
Russia, Poland, The Philippines, Portugal and China. His represen—

tative works are: The First Generation of Students, The Tiller, Mother

Earth, Love in the Field, Scaling Ladder, Dream of Childhood,
Gazing Confidently, Bathing of Fogs, Basha Successors, Shaking
Hea

Art and Artistic Works Exhibition was held by Hunan Culture

en and Earth, ete. ( In 1991,the seminar on Jiang Zhizhou's

Association and the Photography Association) for the first time in
the photographic field. In 2000, China Fine Art Publishing Group,

People’ s Art Publishing House and Liaoning Art Publishing House

se
published The Master Piece of the Chinese Trans-century Photog—

rapher Jiang Zhizhou, In 2006, Beauty Gazing. Photography Col-

lection of Jiang Zhizhou is published by Hunan Literature & Art
Publishing House.
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It is pleasing and congratulatory that Zhizhou publishes pho=
tography collection again.

Zhizhou invites me for a preface. However,being a photographer,
1 feel honored while abashed to make the comment.

Zhizhou was brought up in a peasant family in the southwest of
Hunan Province. When riding on the cow back in his childhood,
definitely he didn” t know that his future life would be connected
with photography. However, it turned out he become a professional
living on taking photographs, splendid and with great achievement.

The style of Zhizhou® s works is simple and unadorned. Al-
though he has been away from his hometown for several years, the
majority of his works were inspired and formed from that wellreserved
ancient village in southwest of Hunan. The memaries of his child-
hood life is branded in his nostalgic emotions, and those unaffected
customes descendctd from his forebears are reflected in his mind.

The themes of Zhizhou's works are varied and unmixed. which
can be generally divided into two catalogues local customs and
scenery. They are complementary and interacted, without contra~
diction nor seperation. The objects and people are interrelated and
interdependent; they are twining each other with afTection.

The artistic pursuit of Zhizhou’ s works is truth and magnificent.
We can feel the artistic appeals in his works on realistic themes.
There are outstanding artistic attainments on light and shadow,
picture design and composition. The combination of the real life
and artistic portrayal are worth approciation of the readers.

While appreciating Zhizhou' s works now in the desolate late
autumn in the north, it will bring about a Recuiar emotions.So
grateful for his presenting us the delightful enjoyment and for his
provoking us the deep thinking.

Xie Hailong
( The member of the Party Group and the vice
secretary—general of the Chinese Photographer Association.

The winner of the Chinese Photography Special Honor.

The best young press photographer.

The winner of the Special Award of Merit of Chinese news

photography. )

Beijing, autumn, in 2003
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Gazing on Beauty

In that early winter aflernoon, | was looking through Zhizhou’s Photo-
graphic works in the warm sunlight. While [ was reading, it was as if I had been
put into a field unvisited for a long time. Ranged from Central Hunan's moun—
tuins and rivers, to Western Hunan's endemic customs, I could feel the beau-
tiful sceneéry of spring, the marvelous views of autumn, fragrance and freshness
of the field, and gentleness and sincerity of human relationshi ach picture

was strange but familiar to me, and each artistic conception appeals me so

much that 1 ever forgot the flowing of time.
In the quick-fixed sociery, where people are besieged from going forward,
busy dealing with all kinds of situations and rushing for life to satisfy the world”

s demands upon them. But it' s a pity that. for the scenes full of vitality and
brightness, and the moments which can be crowned as eternal ones, people
often brush past them, at most, take a glance in surprise: What they do more
frequently is to turn their blind eyes to the scenes and forget them as they forget
4 passing cloud.

But Zhizhou pauses there. He gaze at them repeatedly, scarches up and
down, waits bilterly and anticipates the most beautiful moment Finally, the
pure beauty was taken and fixed. And a series of such fixings pave Zhizhou's
way of life and art, also conspave the pictures of customs about Central and
Western Hunan of different times.

That needs insights and emotions. To learn from the ordinary persons and
the normal places , one must appreciate the life keenly and embrace it warmly
against ambiguity and obstacle. And he must not follow the common ideas,
revalue it and collect the artistic conceptions. Zhizhou said,"Only when the
author’ s mind has been concerntrated on the works, can the artistic images be
molded with particular charm.™ In his works, we can feel rusticity and sedate-
ness of nature, changes and fluxes of rural areas, and emotions and tranquility
of laborers, Grief in Grandmother, peculiarity in Jade of Flowers, helplessness
and sadness in Reading Discipline of Family, savagery and boorishness in The
person Running after the Sun, all of these are trifle but meaningful, ordinary
but miniatures of the time.

That needs feeling of hands and stamina Photographic art and is also one
of highly physical demanding job. Zhizhou and his partners are often seen in
the remote and dangerous areas, climing the mountains through innumerable
trials and hardships, with their photographic equipments on them, To catch the
fashing scenes requires well-trained feeling of hands to swift and inerrable.
Zhizhou has the capability to endure hardship, certainly he also has the artistic
feeling to sury

That still needs y patience and icipation is
the key word in Zhizhou' s dictionary art. In order to achieve the best effect of

s hardship and diligence.

development and fixation after recreation, he has to wait for the opportunities,
wait for the appropriate weather and lights, select the best angles and the perfect
originality when composing the pictures, and he has to endure the long loneli—
ness in the darkroom at night. All of those have to be precise and exquisite, no

room for impatience or fickleness.

After the numerous trigls of honest labor , brightness and brilliance finally
appear. That is pure and perfect sense of the works. The poses and composition,
colors and tonality show us the trace of tradition, but the traditional technique
still move us deeply. That is a kind of strong and intense visual impact, with
tonality dense as the of 0:1 paintings and as that of the local rice-wine. That is
the most concise technique to reach the theme. Conciseness is the technique
that Zhizhou often uses. But the theme hasn’ t been simplified, instead it is
richer and vivider time and arouses more of people’ s association. In that way,
it reaches the artistic conception that little is much.

Zhizhou believes, the black-and-white film reaches the acme of simplifi-
cation also the acme of conciseness, which reveals the classic characteristics.
Miner his work shows the resolute and confident expression of the hero though
clear outline of his face against the thick black background. By adjusting the
dark black appropriately, he makes the whole picture integrated, and gains the
harmony of massiness and strength, with a strong contrast of colors. Nowadays,
when the black-and-white film has almost been forgotten by people, he still
works unweariedly to cfeate fine photos, which shows his inyention and his
artistic taste.

Shaoyang, Zhizhou' s hometown, located in the hinterland of Central
Hunan, People there are hard-working and wild, able to endure hardship and
willing to sacrifice to, so they are called the Rare Ancient Men. Zhizhou once
worked as a farmer, a teacher, a coal miner, a fundamental cadre of culture. The
firm and romantic cultural background of the region and the underclass life
experiences, have formed Zhizhou' s style named To Recite Painfully. He
knows clearly that his road to art is different from others and he treasured his
unique style. He has been in the city from the country for many vears, and has
obtained a broad space to work freely from ideas 1o equipments also from
interviews to publication. What is pleasing is that he still keeps close in touch
with the earth and the people, maintains the solemn awe to the photographic art
and persistent pursuits he had ever possessed. That is the lonely and precious
courage of artists.

ing Zhizhou' s ph
gazing al beauty. We would follow his direction, put down our steps and face

works, we are gradually used to

the boundlessness: to wait for the flowers 1o blossom and give out fragrance. the
moon climb up the mountain range, and the family numbers to return home
from herding outside. In the beautiful time and space, our insights becomes
further and our emotions enhanced.

Jiang Zuxuan on oct. 31. 2005

(Member of Chinese Writers' Association

member of Chinese Artists” Association

inspector of Propaganda Department of

Committee of Hunan Province, Chinese Communist Party)
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