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Forewords

From June to September 2005, 1 was honored to attend
the ninth economic seminar for advanced management by the
Organizational Deparunent of CPC Jiangsu Committee,
which consisted of a month’s theory studies in Nanjing Uni-
versity, two months’ topic-centered trained in Heidelberg U-
niversity of Germany, and visit to such countries as France,
Holland, Luxemburg, Finland, and Belgium.

Having studied and stayed abroad lor two months, if
asked what impressed me most deeply. I will say, without
any hesitation, it is the boundless forests,

Two months ago, we flew for over 10 hours from
Shanghai Putong Airport to German Frankfurt Airport. Get-
ting off the plane, we felt an unprecedented shock; the vast
green forest was so leisurely, determined, unrestrained,
lively, and energetic! In fact, during the two months' stud-
ies, we were never separated from the dark green; near the

house, by the roads and rivers, in the hills and depressions,
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wherever our feet touched and our eyes fixed, we could all

feel the dark green, like an old friend, accompanying us

from the beginning to the end in such limited days.

Many classmates said that not until seeing the unlimited
forest in Germany, did they feel the harmony between hu-
man and nature, As a matter of fact, it seems to me that we
can draw lessons not only from Germany's construction of
harmony between human and nature, but also from its meas-
ures and experience in economic and sorial development. For
instance, German has established a very complete social se-
curity system to pursue social equity, made a series of posi-
tive and effective policies to develop regional economy, set
up a financial system to support agriculture to balance urban
and rural relation, and offered legal guarantee for the harmo-
nious development between economy and society.

Undoubtedly, China's future development should aim at
pursuing harmony. Just like what we have seen in Germany,
the harmony means not oaly the harmony between people,
but also the harmony between human and nature, namely,
the organic unification of them. Yet, it should be noted that
China, as a giant marching toward prosperity, should not be
satisfied with pursuing a natural or spontaneous harmony;
instead, it should make effort to achieve an active and posi-
tive harmony by analyzing its specific conditions and making
a scientific plan and design, It is just in this sense that we

have good reasons to say that the harmony we are pursuing is
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of higher level,

The practice of (German economic and social develop-

ment tells us that harmony, instead of being achieved at one
move, needs strenuous efforts, or even an enormous price.
During the studies in Germany, we explored “the Paths and
Methods to Achieve a Harmonious Society” as a subject. We
agree that the construction of a harmonious society demands
not only the input of capital or technology, yet more impor-
tantly, the construction of cultural support, The “cultural
support,” as far as its content is concerned, has many mani-
festations, but its core is people's thoughts and values. Ob-
viously, without the strong cultural support behind capital
or technology, without people’s spontaneous pursuit and ac-
tive practice, it would be impossible to achieve a harmonious
society, which perhaps is the greatest challenge in cur “Long
March” to construct a harmonious society.

During the two months' studies and stay in Germany. as
a member of the observation delegation, everyday I always
noted what I saw, thought, and felt, thus getting more than
forty articles. Taking my colleague’s advice, 1 edited the ar-
ticles and accomplished the present version, I know well that
these brief jottings are only my superficial reflections, far
from being masterpieces worth experts’ appreciation. Yet,
as a faithful record of the days in Germany, these materials
perhaps can remind my companions of the unforgettable days

when they have leisure to touch upon them,



EXDEGHENE RS
Wandering in the Boundless Foresls
It has to be pointed out that not all these articles were

written in Germany. some of which were reflections written

down while 1 was observing in other European countries.
Those different countries have one point in common, that is,
the green forests. Wherever we went, we were greeted by
blue sky, white clouds, limpid rivers, green mountains, and
boundless forests. which seem to be the common symbol of
Europe. This is why I decide to title this brochure “Wander-

ing in the Boundless Forests”.

Gao Pu
September 28, 2005
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