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At this October time with charming autumn scenery and a
harvest of winter dates, the third Huanghua China Winter Dates
Festival and The Top Forum on State Origing Protection and
Industry Development of Winter Dates will be held in the Great
Hall of the People. We are entrusted to sort out and publish this
book named The King of Fruits-Huanghua Winter Dates. The
purpose is to introduce the history, culture, background and the
best quality of Huanghua Winter Dates to the common people.

On September 29th to 30th 2004, the second Huanghua
China Winter Dates Festival and the Forum of Ecological Stan-
dard and Nutrition & Healthy Function of Winter Dates were a
big success.

In order to set up and improve the standardization system
of Huanghua Winter Dates, publicize non-pollution, green and
organic concept, raise the nutrition value of winter dates, push
forward the development of winter dates, we compile all the
speeches, lectures and reports on that forum. This book is
compiled in haste, so there are bound to be oversights and
omissions; we will be very much obliged to hear your valuable

comments.
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THE OLDEST TREE IN THE PRIMEVAL FOREST OF WINTER DATES
HEYE SEE
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The History of Winter Dates

Huanghua has long history and splendid culture, 7,000 years
ago at the Stone Age in primitive society there was human beings
lived here. According to the Book of Mount and Sea. the ancient
Yellow River (named as Shanjing river,Yugong river ,Hanzhi river
in ancient times ) flowed through here, and then into Bohai Sea. In
Spring and Autumn Times, it was under the jurisdiction of states of
Qi and Yan, then Liuxian county and Zhangwu county were set up
here in Qin dynasty and Han dynasty. It was said “ There are rich
fish, salt and dates resources here "on the book of Records of the
Historian.

As one of the ancient “five kinds of fruit "(dates, apricot, peach,
plum and chestnut), dates originated from the lower reaches of yellow
river, and it was taken as food 7,300 years ago. As one kind of late dates
that can be taken directly, winter dates originated from Huanghua .The
history of Huanghua winter dates has a history about 3,000 years, there
are 1,067 trees, especially 198 oldest trees over 600 years are still
exuberant and fruitful in the oldest winter dates primeval forest, which
are called the living fossil by experts. It was said the first emperor of
Qin dynasty and Emperor Wudi in Han dynasty looking for the long
live method heard that immortals only ate winter dates for 3 meals, so
they sent Xufu and Li Shaojun to look for winter dates which is said
big, crisp and sweet with very thin skin. Liuche, the Emperor Wudi in
Han ynasty even conferred winter dates the title

of celestial dates in 102 B.C.when he first

tasted it at his visit to Zhangwu (today’ s
Huanghua).

In recent years, with policies
protecting the primeval winter
dates forest, at the same time, the
policies promoting the winterdates in-
dustry has also been made. There are
winter dates planting area of 280,000 mu
at present. Huanghua has been granted the
certificates successively as the origin of win-
ter dates and the hometown of China Winter
Dates, the winter dates has been titled as

green food.
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THE ORIGIN OF TRIBUTE DATES
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According to history, in Ming dynasty when there was flood at the

hometown of Empress Zhang,the emperor sent his two brothers in law
to dredge the Xingjijian River named as Empress River at that time.
The river flowed through Huanghua , then into the Bohai Sea. When
the brothers dug the river, they found the
winter dates on the bank of Empress River at
the south of Juguan village. Then they sent
the dates to the palace, the emperor and em-
press liked it very much, they called it the
king of fruits. From that time , winter dates
was sent to all the emperors as tribute, so

winter dates won the title of tribute dates.




JUGUAN PRIMEVAL WINTER DATES FOREST
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Juguan Primeval Winter Dates Forest is situated in Juguan village, Qijiawu town,
Huanghua City. It covers an area of 1,000 mu, including 8 forest zones. There are 1067
winter dates trees, it is the number one in China with its longest history, largest quantity
and best quality.

Six hundred years ago, in 1404 the emperor of Ming dynasty ordered a large scale
immigration. So the ancestor of Liu in Juguan came here from Jimo Shandong
province with his four sons, they found the trees over 100 years and the crisp and sweet
dates, then they settled down.

From then on, they cut and grafted the trees to a large forest zone. Studied and
determined by Peng Shigi, the professor of China Dates Research Center, the ages of

the winter dates trees are all over 100 years, especially 198 trees with the age over 600

years. The primeval winter dates trees are strong and fruitful , its history and amount

are the number one even in the world.
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Huanghua was approved as the Origion Protection Area by the National Qulity Supervision & Inspection and
Quarantine Department on June 12th,2002. The protection scope include all the administrative area under the jurisdiction
of Huanghua. Huanghua winter dates is the first kind of fruit under the origin protection in China.
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