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Multicolored Xinjiang
by Ding Gunjia

Beauty is woven by splendid
colors.

Xinjiang's colors are pro-
duced by Uygur women. No ma-
tter old or young, they ail wear
colorful scarves and dresses made
of red, yellow, blue, green, purple
and white colored materials,
which converge a beautiful Xi-
njiang.

Under a grape trellis at Tu-
rpan, we ate grapes, drank wine
and -admired songs and dances
performed by uggur girls.

The grapes were crystal and
sweet, the wine pure and aroma-
tic and the songs and dances
produced a charming rhyme
which made one forget himself.

The color, aroma, taste and
melody made me feel as if | was
in a mysterious world. Exciting,
easy and pleasant, | began to
fancy...

| was intoxicated indeed.

Novelty often draws atten-
tion,which is applicable to arts.

A painting which produces
the same effect as under the
grape trellis in Turpan must be a
masterpiece.

Our bus was pulled up in the
Gobi beside the road.

We got off to observe. A
sketch of the place was simple,
several strokes world do. The blue
sky was cloudless, the Gobi dark
~ grey wich a little greyish white
color somewhere. Only piles of
cobbles on the road sides added
the undulate lines to the ground.

This black asphalt road stre-
ched far away to where the sky
and the earth meets. There was
not a vehicle, nor a flying bird,

nor a single soul to be seen.
Somewhat, | felt lonely for the
first time.

| was overwhelmed with the
feeling, when | found the road
just like a huge boa wriggled
towards me. The sun shone on its
back, refracting cold and dazzling
light spots.

if without the company of
the two fellow painters, | world
have returned to our bus as fast
as | could.

| do not know how the
athlets feel as they climb up the
Mount Qomolangma, nor can |
learn the astronauts’ state of mind
as they reach the moon. But |
have learned the meaning of
‘lonely’.

In the desert.

The topography is full of
changes. the lines, eithor long or
short are drawn in a rather rhyth-
mical pattern. But where is the
road? Where are people among
the sea of desert.

I did not walk much, when |
felt the hotness under my feet. |
could not help touching the
ground. Ow! it could burn my
fingers!

Quivering all over, | withdrew
from the desert and ran towards
the bus.

Desert, a place of dead soli-
tude.

| recalled the ancient dry
remains unearthed from desert
and where are on display at a
museum in Urumgi; | recalled the
grand worship at kashi and the
devout believers.

| could imagine how our
ancestors had fought against the
desert and finally lay in their arms
for ever. Therefore, a strong desire
for life and the psychdogy to be
blessed and protected by a certain

divine grew among tthem under
such special condition.

‘Devout’ is not a word ex-
clusive in religion.

Artists needs devoutness too.

A moving work can be crea-
ted only after applying you dev-
outness to art. | looked down at
the Mount Tianshan as our plane
passed over the mountain-on our
way back to Beijing from Urumaqi.
The rolling mountain below me
looked as if it was made of iron,
streched afar. My mind unfolded
then and there...

For one-month: stay in Xi-
ngjiang, | made a !ot of sketchs
and took many &hotos. I still
cherish the magnificent any mys-
terious rocks on Pamirs and the
ancient castle in Taxkorgan Cou-
nty on the Sino-Pakistan border; |
cherish the exotic Flaming Mou-
ntain, unfathomable ancient cities
of Gaochang and Jiaohe; | Cher-
ish the pureness of Kalakuli Lake,
the nice legends about' Kengur
and Muztagata; | cherish the
golden
grasslands in the north of Xin-
gjing, the blue Salim Lake, the
colorful Fruit Valley, the exotic
scenery in Yining, a sino<Russian
border city and the anceint mon-
astery in zhaosu | cherish Turpan’
s grapes and wine; | cherish
uygur girls’ songs and dances.

| cherish the multifarious co-
lors in: Xinjiang.
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Ding Guanjia He was born in
Chongming county, Shanghai in
1937. Graduated from the Fine
Arts Department he is the Princip-
al of the Zhenjiang Chinese Pai-
ntings Academy. His paintings
have many times been exhibited
and published in China and ab-
road, He has visited Japan twice
and twice held exhibitions of his
works. The Album of Ding Gua-
njia’s Paintings has been publi-
shed.
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4 Journey to North Xinjiang
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4 MBI Impression of the Flaming Mountains




5 XREEEE Vast Gobi






7 BIR&ETC Grassland Flowers




%E;g The Plateau at Dusk




9 TIBU Acien: City Ruins




10 BWBR Clear River in Snowcovered Mountains




11 RBEWLLTIES Tropical Scene in Snowcovered Mountains




