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Welcome to Suzhou

Suzhou, a young and old city with a population of six million, is located
on wide Huanghuai Plain through by Jinghu railway line.

It is old because it was Suguo during the Spring and Autumn Period,
Suzhou in Tang Dynasty and the seat of Zhou(Fu), an ancient administration
division lolation ever since. Through thousands of years many people with
lofty ideal made their great achievements on this area of 9787 square kilome—
ters. It is here that the first uprising of farmers in Chinese history started at
the end of Qin Dynasty; the fight between Chu and Han Dynasty, Gaixia battle
and the romantic love story of Xiangyu and Yuji took place; splendid Huai-
hai battle staged. Laozi, Zhuangzi, Minzi, Jikang, Daikui, Bai Juyi, Sushi,
Yuanmei and others left us a lot of wonderful works enriching Chinese litera—
ture. Some of them were born in Suzhou, some of them ever Lived there.

It is young because Suxian district was replaced by Suzhou city in 1998
which includes Yonggiao district, Dangshan, Linbi and Sixian. During these
eight years, municipal party and government authorities committee carry
out scientific development view, grasp opportunities, promote development un—
der the guidance of the theory of Deng Xiaoping and“three represents theory”,
so that great achievements have been gained in social and economic improve—
ment. Economic gross has mounted a new stage; comprehensive strength has
increased apparently; elementary institutions construction has improved great—
ly; the outlook of the city has changed a lot; industrialization has sped up; a
batch of important programs have been in practice such as Suzhou electricity
factory; development potentialities have been strengthened; reforms of state-
run enterprises and administrative system have been further deepened;
nongovernmental businessesare in full flourish; development environment has
been bettered; outside investment has  increased; the opening policy has
been followed out; every social cause has been developed in harmony; “three
civilizations”and construction of socialistic harmonious Suzhou are in full
development. These eight years are one of the periods that the degree of re—
form and opening is highest;the speed of social development is quickest; the
changes of the appearance of Suzhou are greatest; the profits people get are

biggest.
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Transportation convenience and resources enrichment are key onesin
Suzhou development advantages. Jinghu and Longhai railway lines, four national
highways, nine provincial highways, Lianhuo and Jingfu speedways run
through Suzhou; the Xinbian river and the Hui River flow along the Hongze
Lake into the Changjiang River; Suzhou city is 70 kilometres away from in—-
ternational Guanyin Airport in Xuzhou of Jiangsu province; it is one of the
cities that are nearest to coastal cities — 300 kilometers away from Lianyun—
gang. There are profound coal, iron, marble and fireclay resources and large
amount of wheat, corn, cotton and fruit product. It is important national
commodity grain production hasis and the production of fruit accounts for 70
percents of that in Anhui province.

Innovative and courageous people in Suzhou have created a lot of famous
brands. Stone in lingbi, roast chicken in Fuli, pear in Dangshan, grape in Xiaoxian,
drama in Sixian, painting and calligraphy in Xiaoxian, painting of Zhongkui
in Lingbi are national and provincial intangible cultural heritages respectively.

Grasping the good opportunities created by the proposals of eleventh
five—year plan, rising of central China and revival of north of Anhui province,
Suzhou municipal party committee and government authorities emphasize that in
order to achieve speedy and harmonious social development scientific devel-
opment view should be the guideline; agriculture should be the basis; opening
policy should be the key strategy; institutional regulation should be the main
thread; modernization and urbanization should be the core. Only in this
way the cooperation with Changjiang River delta economic region,
strengthening the city with industry, supporting economy with important pro-
jects and central cities, harmonious development of different districts, estab—
lishment of socialistic new countryside and encouraging individual pioneering
work can be promoted; harmonious Suzhou can be set up;  the goal of increasing
comprehensive economic strength and living standard can be realized; the up-
surge of Suzhou can come true. Suzhou will surely have a brighter and more
promising future.

Suzhou is opening and suitable for investment. People here sincerely
welcome you to invest and tour, to negotiate and cooperate.

It is written for the publication of Opening Suzhou in China.

Written by Tang Chengpei, Secretariat of Suzhou municipal

committee of Chinese Communist Party
October. 2006
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