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Accelerograph

MAIN LISTING
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Acceleration

A change in velocity with time; in seismology and in
earthquake engineering, it is expressed as a fraction of grav-
ity (g), with reference to vibrations of the ground or of a
structure.
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Accelerograph

Instrument for recording acceleration.
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Acceptable risk

Acceptable risk

Degree of human and material loss that is perceived by
the community or relevant authorities as tolerable in actions
to minimize disaster risk.
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Acid rain
Rain containing dissolved acidic compounds, resulting
from chemical pollution of the atmosphere by sulphur and
nitrogen compounds. When deposited these increase the a-
cidity of the soil and water causing agricultural and ecologi-
cal damage.
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Aftershock

A smaller earthquake that follows the main shock and
originates close to its focus, Aftershocks gencrally decrease
in number and magnitude over time.
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Anemometer
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Alarm

Signal giving warning of danger.
¥R
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Alert

Advisory that hazard is approaching but is less immi-
nent than implied by warning message. See also "warning".
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Amplitude

The difference between zero level and peak of any wave
such as a seismic wave,
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Anemometer

Instrument which measures wind speed or wind speed
and direction. (H)
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