HUSSHAN CLAY FIFURINE
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‘Publisher’s Note

The clay figurine made at Huishan, known as ‘Huishan clay figurine,’
has a time-honoured standing. The clay figurine handicraft at Huishan in
the city Wu Xi reputedly stems from the Ming dynasty. The formation of
the folk art of clay sculpture is made possible by the accumulated experience
of the handicraftsmen in that city across many generations.

Huishan clay figurine is characterized by its artistic endeavour in plain
execution and rich flavour of rustic simplicity. Among the multifarious clay
figurines there are principally two categories as follows:

1. Those made by model are noted for their clear-cut moulding and
bright colours, eovering a wide range of subjects for what symbolizes felicity,
jubilation and the happy life among the people as well as the familiar
objects of the populace, such as fatty doll, lion, tiger, dog, cat, cock, etc.

2. Those made by moulding with hand are usually known as ‘*handmade
legendary figures,” the subject matter of which is mostly demonstrating an
opera plot or a dance performance. Of this category the earliest clay
figurines extant today are only those of Kunqu opera made by the noted
clay sculptors Zhou A-sheng and Ding A-jing towards the end of the
Qing dynasty,

There has been established a research institute in Wu Xi for the study of
the clay figurine handicraft with a view to well preserving the tradition and
further development of the folk art, and, moreover, helping to train a new
generation of artisans going in for the task of innovation. Under the guidance
of the literary and artistic policies: “Let one hundred flowers blossom; weed
through the old and to bring forth the new,” the clay figurine handicraft
will, we trust, meet with new successes on the way leading to far greater
enrichment and prosperity.
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List of Plates

. Fatty doll

Combating in water

-——an episode in “White Snake Legend”
Storyteller
Cowboy
Actors in stage costume
A scene in the play “West Wing Stories”
Crabapple fraternity

——an episode in “Red Chamber Dream”
Marriage of Zhong Kui’s sister
To greet the New Year
Stage makeup
Six children playing with Buddha
Garden party
Many happy returns!
Na Zha fighting on the sea

———an episode in “Feng Shen Bang”

Harmonious union

Boy and girl
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