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UNIT

Preview
Text A
Text B
Text C

st love? All those exciting and wonderful new emotions
aced when that special person was near — those
hat to say or do? And then (for most of us) that sad
e to anend ...? Ernest Hemingway once éaid, "Every
of the texts in this unit have a different point of view.
: the author's first venture into romance, while Text B
love for ... his car! Finally, the authors of Text C offer
ly navigate romantic relationships. ]




Unit 1

Pre-reading Activities

Text A

1. How many of these idioms do you know? If any of them are unfamiliar to you, hypothesize about what they

might mean. Then as you listen to the passage,
a) circle the idioms you hear in the dialogue, and
b) check to make sure your hypotheses are correct.

love at first sight fall in love (with sb.) make a pass at sb.
puppy love have a crush on sb. flirt with sb.
lovebirds be head over heels in love sweep sb. off his/her feet

2. Do you remember the first time you fell in love? Did you let the person know how you felt? Did you learn

anything from the experience, or was it just a silly incident?

How J Got Smart

Acommon misconception among youngsters attending school is that
their teachers were child prodigies. Who else but a bookworm, with
none of the normal kid’s tendency to play rather than study, would grow up
to be a teacher anyway?

2 I've tried desperately to explain to my students that the image they
have of me as an enthusiastic devotee of books and homework during my
adolescence is a bit out of focus. On the contrary, | hated compulsory
education with a passion. | could never quite accept the notion of having to
go to school while the fish were biting.

2 Butin my sophomore year, something beautiful and exciting happened.
Cupid aimed his arrow and struck me right in the heart. All at once, | enjoyed
going to school, if only to gaze at the lovely face in English II.

¢ My princess sat near the pencil sharpener, and that year | ground up
enough pencils to fuel a campfire. Alas, Debbie was far beyond my wildest
dreams. We were separated not only by five rows of desks, but by about 50
1.Q. points. She was the top student in English I, the apple of Mrs. Larrivee's
eye.

5 Occasionally, Debbie would catch me staring at her, and she would
flash a smile that radiated intelligence and quickened my heartbeat. It was
a smile that signaled hope and made me temporarily forget the intellectual

21 g K 3im 4
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Unit 1

gulf that separated us.

¢ | schemed desperately to bridge that gulf. And one day,
as | was passing the supermarket, an idea came to me. A
sign in the window announced that the store was offering
the first volume of a set of encyclopedias at the special price
of 29 cents. The remaining volumes would cost $2.49 each.
7 | purchased Volume | — Aardvark to Asteroid — and
began my venture into the world of knowledge. | would
henceforth become a seeker of facts. | would become Chief
Brain in English 1l and sweep my princess off her feet with a
surge of erudition. | had it all planned.

& My first opportunity came one day in the cafeteria line. |
looked behind me and there she was.

¢  “Hi,” she said.

70 After a pause, | wet my lips and said, “Know where
anchovies come from?”

77 She seemed surprised. “No, | don't.”

72 | breathed a sigh of relief. “The anchovy lives in salt water and is rarely
found in fresh water.” | had to talk fast, so that | could get all the facts in
before we reached the cash register. “Fishermen catch anchovies in the
Mediterranean Sea and along the Atlantic coast near Spain and Portugal.”
7z “How fascinating,” said Debbie, shaking her head in disbelief. It was
obvious that | had made quite an impression.

72 A few days later, during a fire drill, | casually went up to her and asked,
“Ever been to the Aleutian Islands?”

75 “Never have,” she replied.

76 “Might be a nice place to visit, but | certainly wouldn’t want to live
there,” | said.

77 "Why not?" said Debbie, playing right into my hands.

75 “Well, the climate is forbidding. There are no trees on any of the 100 or
more islands in the group. The ground is rocky and very little plant life can
grow on it.”

72 “l don’t think I'd even care to visit,” she said.

2o  The fire drill was over and we began to file into the building, so | had to
step it up to get the natives in. “The Aleuts are short and sturdy and have
dark skin and black hair. They live on fish, and they trap blue foxes and
seals for their valuable fur.”

27 Debbie’s eyes widened in amazement.

2z  One day | was browsing through the library. | spotted Debbie sitting at
a table, absorbed in a crossword puzzle. She was frowning, apparently

7 21 iR R IE



Unit 1

stumped on a word. | leaned over and asked if | could help.

2z “Four-letter word for Oriental female servant,” Debbie said.

2¢ “Try amah,” | said, quick as a flash.

25 Debbie filled in the blanks, then turned to stare at me in amazement. “|
don’t believe it,” she said. “l just don’t believe it.”

26 And so it went, that glorious, joyous, romantic sophomore year. Debbie
seemed to relish our little conversations and hung on my every word.
Naturally, the more | read, the more my confidence grew.

27 In the classroom, too, | was gradually making my presence felt. One
day, during a discussion of Coleridge’s “The Ancient Mariner’, we came
across the word albatross.

2g “Can anyone tell us what an albatross is?” asked Mrs. Larrivee.

29 My hand shot up. “The albatross is a large bird that lives mostly in the
ocean regions below the equator, but may be found in the north Pacific as
well. The albatross measures as long as four feet and has the greatest
wingspread of any bird. It feeds on fish and shelifish. The albatross has an
enormous appetite, and when it's full it has trouble getting into the air again.”
30 There was a long silence in the room. Mrs. Larrivee couldn’t quite believe
what she had just heard. | sneaked a look at Debbie and gave her a big
wink. She beamed proudly and winked back.

37 What | failed to perceive was that Debbie all this while was going steady
with a junior from a neighboring school — a basketball player with a C+
average. The revelation hit me hard, and for a while | felt like forgetting
everything | had learned. | had saved enough money to buy Volume Il —
Asthma to Bullfinch — but was strongly tempted to invest in a basketball
instead.

3z |felt not only hurt, but betrayed. Like Agamemnon, but with less drastic
consequences, thank God.

2z In time | recovered from my wounds. The next year Debbie moved
from the neighborhood and transferred to another school. Soon she became
no more than a memory.

3¢ Although the original incentive was gone, | continued

poring over the encyclopedias, as well as an increasing number of other
books. Having tasted of the wine of knowledge, | could not now alter my
course. For:

“A little knowledge is a dangerous thing:
Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring.”

So wrote Alexander Pope, Volume XIV — Paprika to Pterodactyl.
(1,034 words)
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New Words

aprodigy /prodid3i/ n.

child prodigy

bookworm [bukwsm/ n.
devotee /devau'ti/ n.
»adolescence /zdou'lesns/ n.
*compulsory /kom'palsori/ a.
passion /'pafon/ n.

notion /'noufn/ n.

gaze /geiz/ vi.

princess /prin'ses; 'prinsis/ n.

prince /prins/ n.

sharpener /'{a:pona/ n.
fuel /'fjunl/ n.

vi.
campfire ['kemp faio/ n.
wradiate /reidie/ vr.
quicken ['kwikon/ v.
heartbeat /'ha:itbit/ n.
gulf /galf/ n.
scheme /skiim/ v.

n.
supermarket /'s(j)u:psmakit/ n.

volume /'volju()m/ n.

aencyclop(a)edia /ensaiklau'pi:dja/ n.

aardvark /a:dvak/ n.
asteroid /'®storpid/ n.
shenceforth /'hens'fo:0/ ad.

a person who has unusual and very noticeable abilities, usually at an
carly age #74; XA+

an unusually gifted child 4y &

a person devoted toreading # &£ HE; BXF

a person strongly devoted to sth. or sb.  #.&---&; # & F---#4A
HHEM

required by law orarule L 4-45; 3&4)4)

a strong, deep, often uncontrollable feeling #44 ; vi}i'f?r

idea or belief; concept #8:%; M4 124 WA

look fixedly 24%; %EA4L

APy, CHPERGLLK

2. (oft. cap.) a female member of the royal family, usually the daughter
of a king or queen or the wife of a prince [ X 5] A %; T
L k@A yeyRi&%, L LT

2. a male member of the royal family, especially the son of a king or

‘queen E-F; FE

3. (usu. sing.) (among, of) a very great, successful or powerful man
of some stated kind [ £H] () K E; Ek; &%
BET; BER
material burned to produce heat or power  #¥%#}
supply (sth.) with fuel 25 (X 49) 42894+
a wood fire made in the open air by campers & X, %k
send out rays of (light or heat) & i (&2 #4)
(cause to) speed up  Ampk
pulsating movement of the heart or the sound it makes > gk; gk 5
HE; ATAARGHA, EXMHEIE
make plans (for); plan in a deceitful way ++%]; &%
1. a formal, official or business plan %], #.%|
2. a clever, dishonest plan FA4%, %3}
large shop selling food, household goods, etc. which one takes from
the shelves oneself and pays for at the exit A2 48 F 3%
1. one of a set of books of the same kind (—&£$H8)) —#F; — %
2.(af) HA; B
a book or set of books dealing with a wide range of information
presented in alphabetical order & A4 %
ER%, A AaE
PTE BE
from this time onwards § byl B
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hence /hens/ ad.

seeker /'sika/ n.
erudition /eru()'difon/ n.
*cafeteria /kefi'tioria/ n.
anchovy /'zntfovi/ n.
sigh /sal/ n.

relief /ri'li:f/ n.

rarely /'reall/ ad.
disbelief /disbr'li:f/ n.
casually /'kazjuall/ ad.
casual /'kazjusl/ a.
climate /klaimit/ n.

rocky /'roki/ a.
wsturdy /'sta:dr/ a.
trap /trep/ n.

Vi,
seal /sicl/ n.

vt.

widen /‘waidn/ v.

amazement /3'meizmont/ n.

wbrowse /bravz/ v.

absorb /ab'sob/ vr.

crossword /'krosw3:d/ n.
frown /fraun/ vi.
apparently /o'parontl/ ad.
wstump /stamp/ vt.
=oriental /ori'ental/ a.
female /'fimell/ a.

blank /blenk/ n.

PARTY B E X S 6

1. for this reason, therefore F b, Brid

2. from this timeon 45, At

one who seeks F#&kF; HEH; B KH

learning acquired by reading and study Hi32; )9

a self-service restaurant  § 84587

7

the act or sound of sighing wU & (%) &, (#) _
feeling of comfort at the end of anxiety, fear, or pain (£ &% #%) #2
M A

not often; seldom R ; /T

lack of belief; failure to believe RAg4Z; IRkt

in arelaxed way FEfE3; B RZB O

relaxed; not formal RE1E#y; ZARBUH; FEEXH

regular pattern of weather conditions (temperature, rainfall, winds,
etc.) of a particular region %,/%

full of rocks % & 5 #4

physically strong 3% 144

device for catching animals, etc. (432 h4H % 49) ReBE; T M
*F

catch (animals, etc.) in a trap 3% [& BRI IR (40 %)

Lo&%

2. fpie, ¥

LA2%T

2.3, BH

make or become wider AR ; T HE

amazed condition; great wonder; astonishment 1% 4, 71, 1%
casually look or search, e.g. in a shop, in a library, at a book, etc.,
with no specific aim or object in mind | %,

1. take (sth.) in  “Ru&k

2. hold the attention or interest of (sb.) fully & 3| (EA) #9385
1 (EA) 242

(=crossword puzzle) WAkF ik, WA TR

contract the brows, as in displeasure or deep thought 4% & 3
clearly, obviously 2 s,

put an unanswerable question to; puzzle Je---XEfE; f& A

of, from or concerning Asia % 7 &

1. of the sex that can give birth to children or produce eggs  Hdy,
ey, MM

2. of or typical of women Jadc#y, dothed; LHHA

empty space in a document, etc. for writing answers, a signature, etc.



