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PREFACE

Creative industry, developed in the background of global industrial
restructuring and upgrading, is one of the important indicators for measur-
ing the industrial structure, economic vitality, urban functions and con-
sumption level of a country or region, and is also one of the main drives for
modern urban economic growth and competitiveness. The permeability,
drive and hub-and-spoke effect of creative industry plays a fundamental
role of promotion in raising creative awareness of the entire society, stimu-
lating wisdom and creative spirit of the workers, integrating creative factors,
building up creative cities, shifting the mode of economic growth, leading
the industries toward development in the high end and upgrading indus-
trial structure. By developing creative industries, we can bring into full
play Shanghai’s advantages with respect to geographical position, economy,
talents and information, push ahead with optimization of urban functions,
raise its internationalization level, strengthen the hub-and-spoke effect of
the central city, and improve its international competitiveness.

Creative industry in Shanghai has gradually grown in the background
of readjustment and upgrading of industrial structure, accelerated devel-
opment of the service industry, further integration of the secondary and
tertiary industries, as well as accelerated transformation of urban functions.
It is now at the rising stage of staring up in all respects, improving the
functions and forming clusters. As shown by statistics, creative industries
in Shanghai, consisting of 5 major categories, 38 categories and 55 segments,
has an added value of 54.94b yuan for 2005, an increase of 17.9% over the
previous year, with its proportion in the city GDP rising from 5.8% to 6.0%.
The year 2005 also witnessed many international exchange activities in
this respect. Rapid development of creative industries has been extensively
recognized and highly appreciated in the whole world.

The year 2006 shanghai will further fulfil the spirit of National Sci-
ence and Technology Meeting, push ahead with the development of cre-
ative industry , stand out the function position of “creative design, self-

innovation”, bring into play the permeability and drive effect of creative
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industry, improve the innovation and creativity of entire society according
to the demand put forward by Chinese President Hu Jintao:”building up a
set of creative bases, fostering large numbers of creative enterprises, pro-
moting the sustaining innovation ability, establishing the technological
innovation system of main body of the enterprise, market-oriented and
cooperated with industry, study and research”. While building up carriers
for clusters of creative industries, shanghai should pay attention to pro-
moting the industrial function, further improve the coordination mecha-
nism of the city and district level government, accelerate fostering of inter-
mediaries and service systems in all kinds of market, and attract more do-
mestic and foreign investors, enterprise and institutions for participation in
the development of creative industries. Creative industry in Shanghai will
usher in a new development phase: Industrial scale will further expand,
and functional levels will improve; industrial structure will be further
optimized, and creative design will become the core content of creative
industries; a layout of creative industries with reasonably defined func-

tions and remarkable regional characters will be formed.

Vice Chairman of Shanghai Political Consultative Conference
Secretary of the Party Committee and President of
Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences

Director of Shanghai Creative Industry Centre

Wang Ronghua
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