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Along with the opening of the Qingdao Bien-
nial International Print Exhibition 2000, which
was hosted by Qingdao Department of Culture,
sponsored by the city of Qingdo, Chinese print
Making Association and Chinese Exchange Ex-
hibition Center, comes the publication of this el-
egant and exquisite international collection of
prints. This beautifully printed art collection is
a celebrated event of the century.

This impressive art collection, first of all, re-
flects the flavor and charm of different countries,
depicts the life and customs of ordinary people.
It embodies, at the same time, the artistic pur-
suits of the artists as well as the trends of the
modern print making.

From the prints selected from different coun-
tries and regions, we not only can enjoy and ap-
preciate the variety of print-making and tech-
niques, but also the rich spiritual world and ar-
tistic taste of different artists. We received so
many beautiful prints from all over the world.
We deeply admire the sprit of cooperation and
enthusiasm towards this exhibition., It reflects
the theme of iFriendship, Unity and Cooperationi
as well as the great interest in and love of our
city in the world of print making.

Qingdao is a coastal tourist city known for its
beauty and cultural history. It is one of eight
cities in China that host international confer-
ences. Its exhibition facilities, service and trans-
portation are among the first class. We welcome
artists from every corner of the world to visit
Qingdao. We hope this publication of print col-
lection becomes a window for the world to know

our city.

Ma Lunye
Deputy Mayor of Qingdao
October 11, 2000
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The first Qingdao International Prints Biennial has received as many as 800
works from 43 countries and regions. The different artistic styles of the works
and the variety of media employed in making them are highly representative of
diversified development of contemporary printmaking and give the exhibition
a salient feature of multi-cultural confluence. After two days of intensive and
careful appraisal of all the works under the principle of objectivity, impartial-
ity and precision, the International Jury of the Biennial has finally selected 421
works for participation. Of these 421 works, 4 have won the First Prize; 10
have won the Second Prize; 19 have won the Third Prize and 25 have been
awarded the Fine Work Prize.

The four works that have won the 1st Prize are all top-notch creations with
superb "The Song of the Birth", a silkscreen print by Kazuo Shino from Japan,
sets the tone to this piece of music about life in a subtle and transient color of
green, transparent, dreamy and free. Seeing it, one is overwhelmed with a feel-
ing of visual and mental harmony. In an era where life and subsistence are ever
so cherished, this work will be a powerful attraction to the audience.

"The Forgotten Melody" is a mini copper engraving by the Ukrainian artist
Konstantin Kalynovych. It is an exquiste creation made with superb skills and
imbues with meaning. It stands out as a sheer delight for professional eyes?
"The White Mood", a silkscreen made by Zhong Youhui from China Taiwan, is
a marvelous piece of art produced with masterly techniques that leave almost
nothing to be desired. The bright rhythm and the gratifying atmosphere of this
print have expressed to the full the sentiments of the oriental culture. The artist
has simply captured the minds of people on what it all means to be in a joyful
mood.

"The Flowing Wall" is a watercolor print created by Zhang Baibo from China.
The splendid colors and the grand scene have set the stage for the beautiful
ancient Chinese ladies walking gracefully in elegant dresses with sashes float-
ing to the rhythm of their steps. Like a picture scroll of eternal history, it
brings back the nostalgic memories of the past and effects a ripple of emotions
in the heart.The fact that the different backgrounds and perceptions of the ju-
rors did not affect the unanimity in their decision on these four works of so
varied style marks a great success in the jury's work. Such a result is evidence
of a commendable insight in the world of fine arts that is divided by serious
workers and frivolous fashion seekers.

The printmaking in China has a long history. The 20th century was a transi-
tional period during which the traditional Chinese printmaking gave way to
the contemporary form. Toda, the Chinese printmaking is well received by the
world of fine arts for its own entering a new phase of comprehensive develop-
ment thriving in all of its aspects-creation, education, research, theory, publi-
cation, exchanges and academic activities. In the long process of historical
evolution of China's printmaking, exchanges with foreign countries are an im-
portant factor for its continued development. The International Prints Biennial
organized by the municipal government of Qingdao will be a historic contribu-
tion to the enhancement of understanding and friendship between and among
printmaking artists of various

countries and promote the art of printmaking further along the direction of
benefiting peace, love, progress and development of mankind.

The Qingdao International Print Biennial will be opened to the public in the
early winter, 2000 at the picturesque seaside city of Qingdao. The magnificent
Qingdao Art Gallery located at the foot of the Laoshan Mountain facing the
sea will receive

warmly visitors far and near.

This great historic event heralds the advent of spring for China's printmaking
in the new century.
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Qingdao Biennial International Print Exhibition 2000
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