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ABSTRACT

In Ming and Qing Dynasties, Jing-Hang Canal was about 1000 li
long, which started from the valley of Yangtze-Huai River, extended to
north China,and passed Taier Village of Yi county to Shandong province.
Then it wandered through the western plain of Shandong and flew into
Zhili from Dezhou. Shandong portion of the Canal, which was the middle
section of Jing-Hang Canal and linked Beijing with Yangtze-Huai River,
was the necessary waterway for the transportation of salt and grain. As a
result, its geographic location became very important. The navigation of
the Canal in Shandong brought about great social changes to the urban
and rural areas along the Canal. The depth and width of the changes was
unprecedented in the history of northern China.

The purpose of the book is to investigate the great influence brought
ahout by the rise and decline of the Canal on the social transformation in
Shandong portion of the Canal,and probe into the tracks and characters of

this transformation. The book includes five parts.
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Introduction : This book is to review the academic history of re-
search on Shandong portion of the Canal since last century,to sum up the
academic achievements about the digging and management of the Canal,
the water transport of grain and transportation management and analyze
the weakness of the above-mentioned research. In Ming and Qing Dynas-
ties , Shandong portion of the Canal is advanced with economy and culture
in north China and its advantage lasted for several hundred years,so it is
of typical significance to carry out the study of social change in this dis-
trict. The academic value of this book lies in the using of multifold theory
of history, history and geography and folklore and the methods of synthetic
study , case study and comparative study,to investigate the social transfor-
mation in a comprehensive and deep extent,and tries to cover the short-
age in the research of social history on canal districts.

Chapter 1:Run-through of Jing-Hang Canal and formation of local-
ity-privilege. The digging, evolution and management of the Canal in
Shandong brought about great changes in geographic environments, and
formed into a transportation network extending in all directions centered
on the river. With the prosperity of water transport of grain in Shandong,
many sumps and country tariff were built along the river in this district.
Consequently, the political and economical position of this area was im-
proved and contributed to the exchange of goods through north to south.
These are the most important factors that caused the locality-privilege to
the western part of Shandong province. Along Shandong riverside, many
densely located towns had its own peculiarity; diverse community, en-
larged commerce community and reduced political community. In the

broad social background, this book delineates the historical reasons that
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lead to the social transformation of Shandong portion of the Canal.
Chapter II: The booming in trade and the new change in industrial
structure. Economical structure change is the most radical manifestation
effected by the social transformation of Shandong portion of the Canal. In
Ming and Qing Dynasties, with its trade-opening pattern, a trade system
centering on the river was built around Shandong portion of the Canal.
The market of Shandong portion of the Canal occupied an important part
in the national market system. Linging and Jining changed into pivotal
city in circulation of commodities. This system attracted businessmen and
trade organization throughout the country. In Ming dynasty , Huizhou busi-
nessmen took the first place. When it came to Qing dynasty, Shan-shan
businessmen, newcomers became the first, and other trade organizations
also came thick and fast. All these factors brought alout unprecedented
trade flourish to the western plain of Shandong province. The trade devel-
opment led to the adjustment of industrial , planting and handicraft-indus-
trial structure in the riverside areas. The handicraft industry in the towns
along the Canal, in particular, showed how these areas depended on the
Canal and served the transportation. With the combination of static and
dynamic research, the chapter not only investigates the structure of market
network system,but also discusses the distribution and business activities
of businessman and trade organizations in the western plain of Shandong
province. The purpose is not to show the productive conditions,but to in-
spect material source and production outlet and draw the outline of its re-
lations to the rise and decline of the Canal, accordingly, observe how the
adjustment of industrial structure influenced the surrounding areas.

Chaper III: Culture communication and transformation of social cus-
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toms. The transformation of culture and social customs is the greatest
transformation in a society. In Ming and Qing Dynasties, the Canal in
Shandong portion stood where the north and the south culture meet. The
academy of classical learning could be found everywhere, civil-service ex-
amination was popular and learned scholars and high officials came forth
in large number. The building up of Yang’ s Haiyuan Attic Library along
the Canal in Shandong territory greatly pounded at the cultural structure
of Chinese traditional library. The characters left in Shanshan Gorge by
the theatrical troupe from all parts of the country are the products of the
blending of the theatrical cultures. The diversity in country religious belief
and the great change in social customs are a reflection of the conflict and
mixture of the water transport culture, folk culture and different traditions
from different regions with people’ s state of mind and social customs in
western part of Shandong.

Conclusion : The historical characters and its tendency of social trans-
Jormation in Shandong portion of the Canal. In Ming and Qing Dynasties,
the Shandong portion of the Canal went through a long process from deso-
lation to prosperity ,and then to unknown to public gradually,as if a sad-
dle model. The social transformation process have three traits: firstly, the
driving force mainly came from the external factor,such as improvement
of traffic environment and the policy of water transport ; secondly, with
the opening posture, this district absorbed from and blended with the ma-
terial culture essence from others; thirdly, there was imbalance in social
development between the towns closer to the river and the inland from the
river. The features and trends of rising and falling radically in this district

would enlighten and inspire the future generation.
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