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FOREWORD

A p... of scissors, a piece of paper

W ith two hands and an honest heart

Working people’s ideas, wishes, love for life, longing for the furre are
reflected in the scissor<cut. They place their inflexible pursue for beauty on
paper-cut as a materialization of aesthetic standard.

During the long closed society, China‘'s folk paper-cut, as a culural  self -
amusing means, was a visible areistic form to which the mankind changed
original ideology through simple show. In the steady and closed structure of
society and culture, it was active among the people’s lives to coordinate the
relationship between human feeling and social constrution. Nowadays 1t has
undergone a basical change in its structure and mode. It should suit the new
times and find out new supportive point with its own superiority.

What is its superiority.

First, papercut, a popular folk artistical form, is used as adornment in festiv-
als, It is always seen at window latrice, door lintel, bedside in bridal cham-
ber and ornaments on festive lanterns. Its central idea is luck, riches and hon-
our, jubilation, ble;sing and longevity, and brings joy and sense of beauty both
to the writer and the viewers.

Sccondly, paper-cut has its distinction on tecnique of expression. Being restricted
by its tools and materials, it has formed its own characteristicsj succinctness,
exaggeration, accepting or rejecting, make-up, implied meaning and symboli-
zation have formed its strong decrative style. The papercut is unbroken bylink

king its lines. The harmonious rhythm is formed by the thickness, curve,



strength, diversity, density. of lines and their coordination with side.

History is developing and society is progressing. Folk paper<cut must be inhe-
rited and developed. Through stadying, following its own locus, open up a
new field for the handicraft This LucKy puper-cur, just inheriting and
synthesizing the content and ornamental style of folk paper-cut's auspicious lin-
es, has made some development This course of action of combining it with
modern life is undoubtedly a gratifying step.

In order to make folk paper<ut break through in folklore and folk

art, face the modern times, the world, the future, and the profits of folk
art creators, we should promote the integration of the folk arc's traditional
essence with modern life, inherit and create alternately, comply with the
acsthetical needs of different levels by differeat shapes, do credit 0 modern
joyous life, provide smff for both professional and amateur. I heartly -hope
this picture album, a flower of folk art meticulously fostered by the writers,

will grow smurdy and show bright in color forever.
Fan Wenjiang

May, 1988
Xi'an Art College
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