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Introduction

Students often come to me with questions about how to improve their
spoken English. There are many different ways of achieving this worthwhile aim.
This book provides a three-step method which students of any level can use.

First, we have provided a list of useful, commonly used vocabulary and
phrases on a wide variety of topics. It is essential that students focus on
learning useful vocabulary and phrases, rather than those that they will rarely, or
even never, need. Students need commonly used vocabulary and phrases for
two reasons. One is that they should learn to speak as contemporary people
speak—not as people spoke prior to World War II or even earlier. The
other reason is that, in conversations with other English users, they will hear
these words and phrases being used and will need to understand them.
Students need vocabulary and phrases covering a range of topics because
they cannot predict what topics they will meet and because a well rounded indi-
vidual should be able to converse on a variety of subjects, not just the few
that particularly interest them.

Second, we have supplied a selection of questions and sentences. These
demonstrate how words and phrases can be built into structures, around which
conversations can take place. The words and phrases provided at the beginning
of each topic are used as the basis for these structures. The questions and
sentences have been divided into three groups—for beginners, intermediate
students, and advanced learners. I would strongly recommend that students
bear in mind two things when they are reading the questions and sentences.
One is to pay careful attention to the structures used—especially those that
include modal verbs. Many of my students overuse one or two modals (usually

‘will” and ‘can’ ) and so deprive themselves of the ability to communicate
with precision and efficiency. The other thing students should remember is
that the ability to read a sentence or a question in a book is quite different
from being able to use it in conversation. Students should only progress to the
questions and sentences in the ‘intermediate’ and ‘advanced’ sections if they
can already use the ones in the ‘beginner’ section in real life conversations.

The third thing we have given students is a pair of dialogues for each



topic. These demonstrate how different structures can be combined naturally in
order to produce coherent conversations between individual people. My guess
is that most students will simply try to memorise these dialogues and then
confuse the people they are trying to communicate with when they hold
conversations. My hope is that smarter students will use these dialogues as a
basis for conversations with others, perhaps by reading together and discussing
the points raised in them.

The most important thing for all students to do is to get away from the
ill-considered notion that a language is simply an inanimate tool. The English
language is lively and constantly developing as people use it in different
ways to accomplish their aims. The best way to keep up to date with its progress
is to keep up to date with the people who use it—in other words, go out and
make conversation!
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Age
FiR

Useful Expressions

> Beginnor

1. Sally is in her early-thirties /-mid-forties / late-twenties.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8

. John retired last month.

. He died at the age of 89.

. Tina gave birth to a baby boy yesterday.
. Tim is 17 years old tomorrow.

. Did you have an interesting childhood?
. The thief was a 9 year-old boy.

. The baby will be born in 3 months.

. Do retired people get pensions in your country?

>

1

2. Teenagers are often rebellious.
3. What is the life expectancy in your country?

4. What age is considered a turning point in your culture?
5. Kids seem to grow up very quickly nowadays.

6. When do you think it is a good age to have a child?

7

. Becoming an adult is an important stage in life.

» Advanced
1. You look older when you wear make-up.

2. I don’t know how old he is, but he is certainly middle-aged.

3. Jim got married as soon as he left school.

4. Legally, people reach adulthood at the age of 18 in my country.

5. Is there a big generation gap between parents and their children in your country?
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Dialogues

D> Beginner

A . How old is Keith?

B. He’s 21. How old is James?

A. He’s a year older than Keith, but he looks younger.

B. How’s your father?

A. He’s fine. He retired last week. It’s a turning point in his life. Now he can relax
and enjoy his retirement.

B. He can spend more time with his grandchildren.

A. Oh, I don’t think he wants to. He wants to travel to several different countries
around the world.

B. So, he wants to have a more active retirement. Good idea!

A . How do you want to spend your old age?

B. In the same way, probably.

» Intermediate

A What’s the life expectancy in your country?

B. I'm not sure, but probably about 75 years. How about in your country?

A. About 70, I think. This newspaper article talks about the problems of an aging
population. It’s a problem that will soon affect most of the world.

B: I heard that the government might need to increase the retirement age, because
otherwise there will not be enough workers to support the young and the elderly.

A Perhaps we need to have more babies! Tina gave birth to a baby boy yesterday.

B. Did she? That’s great. However, if we have too many children, that will have a
bad effect on the environment.

A How’s your son these days?

B. Oh, he’s fine. Kids seem to grow up very quickly nowadays.

A. He'll be a teenager before you know it! Teenagers are often rebellious! When
do you think it is a good age to have a child?

B: I had mine when I was 24. That’s a little young. I’d suggest you wait until you
are in your late twenties, or even in your early thirties if you have a good career.

A Yes, I think you’re right. I'm thinking about having a child, but not just yet.

B. Is there a big generation gap between parents and their children in your country?

A Yes, there is. Teenagers do not want to live traditional lives. They want to go

out, have fun, and explore the world. They want to develop their own view of



.

life. Parents usually try to discourage them, but they don’t often succeed.

B. Parents usually give their children more freedom in my country. Sometimes they
give them too much freedom.

A It’s almost impossible to get the right balance. If you are too strict, kids might
ignore you. If you are too lenient, they might go wild.
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Character
M

Useful Expressions

> Boginnor
. He’s too ambitious and dishonest.
. They are alike.

. They are completely different.

. I think 'm polite.

. He looks very unfriendly.

. What do you think of George?

. Are you generally quiet or noisy?

00 2 N AW N =

. Are you happy with your character?

» Intermediate

. Paul is very sociable and much more honest than his brother.

. Do you think people get their personalities from their parents?
. Parents influence their kids’ personalities a lot.

. Most parents want their kids to be like them.

. It’s good that he has an outgoing personality.

. Do you ever pretend to be polite?

~N N b AW -

. She’s not only beautiful, but she also has a great personality.

» Advanced

1. You are always chatting with new people when we go to a party.

2. Why do you think many kids have personalities that are so different from their
parents’?

3. Do you think that teenagers get a lot of their bad behaviour from TV and movies?

4. 1. Many people are considered shy, but are really very extrovert.

5. Taxi drivers find that a lot of careless and forgetful people leave things in
cabs.



