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Drew and I wrote this book with the intent of giving Cznese students

a better understanding of American culture while learning English.

As former English teachers in China, we were frequently asked about

our lives at unlversity, what young people in the US did for fun, and

what was ‘in’ and ‘out’. Our students frequently wanted not only to

learn English that was grammatically correct butlplso English that they

commonly heard in movies and on their favorite TV shows. They wanted

a better understanding of the jokes people told and the lifestyle in which ~— #_
Americans lived. Drew and I created this book.in order to give more

students learning English that insight. We learned so much about the

life, culture, and youth of China while living here and learning Chinese
that we thought this would be the perfect way to give something back, ﬂ
We want to share our American lives, culture, Merience with you

with the same generosity you showed us.

In this book, you will learn English words and phrases commonly used in

everyday conversation. While most Chinese students are well-educated V

in the fundamentals of English grammar, we found that many did not

have the vocabulary necessary for daily living. While Chinese students

could discuss the cultural differences between Eastern and Western

cultures in English, for example, they did not know how to order food, buy 2
clothes, or purchase toiletries. We wrote this book to give our readers
basic vocabulary and provide them a glimpse into the day-to-day
twentysomethings in the United States. While it is great to talk al
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Euild%iemisﬁips with them through common activities such as
Wteating, shopping, and traveling together.

We introduce you to these activities through the eyes of Lo, a Chinese
student working abroad in the United States. In each section of this book,
Lo’s helpful American coworkers and colleagues help him to understand
living in America. Following each dialogue, we offer you further insight
to the U.S. ‘Culture Minute,’ a short passage about some aspects
of American culture which are different from those of China. We also
remind you not to commit some common Chinglish, mistakes in ‘Beware
the English!’ These are mistakes that Chinese students learning English
frequently commit because they are used to thinking in Chinese and simply
translating those Chinese thoughts into English. We use this section to
help you begin thinking in English so that your language sKills can improve
more rapidly. We do not want you to lose your way of thinking, we just
want you to be able to communicate those ideas more clearly so that native
English spm@&an understand you. W

We hope that you are able to use all of these sections in your English studies.
This booK is the perfect resource for readers who want to understand more
about the U.S., make American friends, or are planning to study abroad.

Thank. you again for choosing this book, and good luck with all your
English endeavors!
Best,

Drew Kumpf and Nancy Sun
The Authors
2006.3
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Booking a Hotel Room
4T B @
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Cultural Minute

Cash, credit, or debit? X2EFNLUMEX S

When paying for a hotel, food, or anything in America, you will
often be asked, “Cash, credit, or debit?”. Here, the cashier is ask-
ing you your payment method: if you would like to pay your bill in
cash or with a credit or debit card. The United States is fast becoming
a cashless society. People here do not often carry a large wad of cash
in their wallet; they prefer to keep it safe in a bank and deal with their
transactions on a card. This way they do not have to worry about
loose change and have a record of what they spend with their credit
card company or with their bank. Many stores and -restaurants are ca-
tering to credit and debit cards by even letting you tip on your card
and offering to give you cash back. When you pay with your debit
card and the cashier asks if you want cash back, he or she is asking if
you want to withdraw money directly from your bank in addition to
paying your bill. In this way, certain stores even act as ATMs (Auto-
mated Teller Machines) !

When using a credit or debit card, though, be careful to watch
what you spend. Often times people forget how much money they are

&
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spending because they are not watching their wallet get thinner and
thinner. Still keep track of your budget so you won’t be surprised
when your monthly credit card bill and bank statement arrive!

AL AHRE XLHIAXLERBA &, B2 ¥ 288
XHGPE AL FAFEAEFT T L2, HARAFRLE X
HAFXN AR BRAFEARTFEIHN, £BEECERHAL
REHRSRE, ARE AMNFLEBRCIXRIB , LNTRE
BAERITE A-—KFHRFTXYH, IHANKRALRBCALEE
BT, HENBOENYBREAARE, #3FEFREENEA
FRFREFF,ENEZAFREAZAFRARFFIL IR
FRBAL, SERABFFARANT BARLALERATE RS
RN M/ MAZAEFILERT INKE A TEENEHHRL
WP ERA, I ALHELEL RS EHREMNGAE!

BERAEAFIRAF TR, A2 EAEHREXTTHZ2EAE, R
TEV8, AMMBFETRTS VR, BARMNARIEAQAR
AET, FEVYBREORAE ZHAE-MA—RAERAFTRES
BATRA LRI, BERRLLIRT!
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Lo just arrived at a hotel after taking a itaxi from the airport. He has

just arrived in the United States for the first time after flying from Bei-
jing. He has come to the U. S. to do an internship. ¥ R R 31 & M L
BRI THE, REF—~RLECHMALTRB LT, R £EAR
BEIERTH,
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* Requesting a Hotel Room 175

Vu'gim'a H

Lo;

Virginia ;

erglma <

LO:

Virginia ;

LO:

Welcome. My name is Vir-
ginia and thank you for
choosing the Hudson Inn.
How can I help you?

Hil T would like a room
please.

Alright. We have quite a se-
lection for you to choose
There double
with beds,
rooms with king-sized beds,

from. are

rooms twin
suites, or, if you’d like, our
presidential suite on the top
floor.

A king-sized bed sounds
great.

Alright sir. How many nights
will you be staying with us?
A few nights—I’ m not quite
sure of my schedule yet.
OK. I’1l just need to see a
credit card and some form
of picture I. D. , driver’s li-
cense, passport...

Here you are.

RDB RELSRT,
B IER T IS BARRIE,
BRESE?

fRg | BER—TEB.

B, RINERSEEH
B, BRARER, S
HRASKNEE.EE,
WRBERNNE, RAITTRE
REBRER.

RASKFERAE,

By, %% IMBAERE
TBRLE?

MNATE E—RBRH
ERHNER.

BH. RBEE—TEH
ER+RNERA WIS, W
BHIE.BR.FPRSE.
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% Discussing Room Quality i i 5 &gy M &

LO:

Virginia .

LO;

Virginia

LO:

Virginia .

What is the rate for a room
with a king-sized bed for one
night?

Since it is low season, we are
running a special rate right
now of $75 per night. That
rate also includes a free con-
tinental breakfast in the
morning and free access to
our workout room and in-
door pool.

What about the features in

the room?

Our rooms are newly remod- -

eled and include a coffee
maker, television set, heat
and air-conditioning, and a
bathroom.

Does the TV have cable?
Yes, sir. Our cable includes
all the major networks,
movie channels and a special
hotel channel with informa-

tion on local tourist attrac-

&

tions.

RRXEFRNEE—BRLD
DERY

BARANERME  BIIR
n8XB®LE ET, X
TNREBLEINAR
BB HARNNRES
BRIZRBEB.

BREHIBEAR?

RINDEEDBRHNED,
EEHEWHT. BMN. B
SN2\, BE—THEE.

BMRBLNG?

2H,TE. RIINELE
EHRERONGE . BEM
BN—-TRENREME,
XTERX T SRS
RROER.
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Lo:

Virginia .

LO:

Sounds great!

Here is your card and pass-
port back, Sir. My, that’s a
large suitcase! I’ 1l have the
bellboy help you bring that
up to your room. You are
staying in room 719 which is
on the seventh floor. Eleva-
tors are straight back through
the lobby.

Thanks very much!

g R BN
RBERER-ENPR, 5%
£, XA, XTFRETE
Al BoUBSRBM
EEFEdmOBEE28,
BBE 7T B 719 2.
FUAT , EEMNEEH.

FERSRAET |

% Requesting Information 395w %
There is a knock at the door—Lo opens it. HAM}KIT,F X F M,

Lo:

Bellboy ;

Lo:

Bellboy .
Lo:

Bellboy .

Oh, hello!

Luggage for Mr. Wang. Where
would you like your suit-
case, sir?

You can just put it on the
bed, thanks.

Do you like your room, sir?
Oh, yes. It’ s very comforta-
ble, just a bit stuffy.

Let me open the window for

you.

0, R3S |

IREDTFT. SBBRE
BB, e

fREEMER ERIT T, @
8o
S, IRERMAEEG?

m:EBS]O ﬁﬁﬂﬁ.m%ﬁ
RAREX o

BRBEIABFPE,



Lo;

Bellboy :

Bellboy ;

Chapter One % £ E ’}1!‘

Also, before you go, could
you tell me where to eat
around here? I’ m trying to
find a good place to have
dinner.

Certainly. Our hotel lobby
has an excellent restaurant
and we also offer room
service whose selections can
be found on the menu in the
folder on top of your desk.
In addition we have a few
local restaurants that will
deliver to your room and
can be contacted through
our front desk. Is there any-
thing else?

No, thank you. That will be
all. Here’s a tip for your
troubles.

Much appreciated, sir. Have
a great stay.

BHE, SRR TN
ERH AR5
BERBR-TTENE
REMTS .

HRT. BRINKER KT
H—RRBHRE. R
BB ERRGS, AR
KFILNNMEFPRIRE
FEEBNBT. B9, R
fIaBE—HXREMNHNY
HEIE, BTAY M SR
KR, AEHMEE
139

By, 88HR. RET, X
REGMMANHE,

ABBT, T4, RiW
Ro
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Types of Hotel Accommodation R{EH(E

bed n’ breakfast
hotel

inn _ n.
motel n.

B

EREm(KE)ER

W AE, KK H
(R#ESHEABHE) KiE, E&
R F kK

Types of Room Accommodation %5535

double room RAFrH R
stuffy ~ 238 J#h A 47 % [
penthouse n. WREF

single room B A
suite n. EF
Room Amenities FEi8 i
balcony n. MHé&
heat n. BA5

air conditioning ZiR
remote (control) n. EEE
twin bed BEAKR(HER—RMH)
double bed XA K
king-sized bed A F K
mattress A Y &
toiletries n. H¥AHAE
bathrobe n. WK
slipper n. #HE
toothbrush n. Xk
toothpaste n. X%
shampoo n. AWK
continental breakfast BRXERE

complimentary /free ~ %, % B 3 Bk X B &
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“What is the meaning of...?”
or “What do you mean?”

Often times Chinglish speakers will ask “ What is the
meaning?” when they don’t understand something that was
sald in conversation. If they don’ t understand what a word
means, for Instance, they will say “ What is the meaning of

.77 Although this sentence Is grammatically correct, this
sentence pattern Is usually used for asking deep, phllosophi-
cal questions like “What Is the meaning of life?” If you simply
are asking someone to rephrase their thoughts or clarify a
word, however, saying “What do you mean?” or “What does

.. mean?” is more appropriate.

AREBGOTEP  SXAAGTFEMIREGEHEL,
hBFLE2E? kAKX R 5?7 “What is the meaning
(of ...)7"RXHRARTEXBEFIHGI®, X%, What is the
meaning of ... ") WA L& 2 Y A THF KT R FEHN
B FEI A, w4k T A3L" What is the meaning of life?” (A 4. ¢ &
XAHL?) BABMBARZEHALBFHRI2EBR? R
23" What do you mean?” &, ;2 “ What does ... mean?” 3T ¥4 T ,
T RALHF B 5L T 9!




