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A Special Physical Examination

Before You Read

1. Do you take a physical examination regularly? How long ago did you last undergo a careful
check?

2. Would you join the army if you received an enlistment notice?

3. Will you feel proud of yourself if you have a friend with noble ideas and brave acts?

After the Second World War had begun, Jim, a young man living in San Francisco, re-
ceived an enlistment notice in which he was told to undergo a physical examination.

Jim wasn’t a coward and he hated the Fascists deeply. However, he wouldn’t join the
army. Why? It was all because he was in love with a beautiful girl and he would not be
separated from her. “If I could find a way to make the doctor believe there are some defects
in my body,” he thought, “I would avoid being sent to serve in the army. But how?”” He thought
and thought. Suddenly, to his great joy, a good idea came to him.

The next morning Jim went to the hospital. He was led into a large room where he found

an old medical officer sitting behind a desk, busy looking through some papers carefully. “It

R e



must be the chief doctor,” Jim thought to himself, “and I’d best try not to be paid attention to by
him.” With that thought, he hurriedly found a seat and took out an out-of-date newspapet,
pretending to read it.

A few minutes later, Jim heard his name called. He knew it was his turn to be examined.
When Jim came up to the doctor, the old man raised his head slowly from his papers and took
a quick and sharp look at him. Then in a whisper he ordered Jim to put down his newspaper on
the table and take off his clothes at once. Of course Jim had to do it. He was then told to sit.
down on a chair in a corner. As soon as he seated himself on the chair, he heard the doctor
murmuring to his assistant, “Finished! That lad is quite up to the standard.”

“How can you draw such a conclusion like that before you give me a careful check? It’s
too rash!” Jim shouted at the doctor. “Don’t be angry, young man! Put on your clothes, and
then I’ll explain it to you,” the doctor said calmly.

After a while, the doctor said to Jim in a kind voice, “My boy, you said we didn’t examine
you carefully, didn’t you? But I don’t think it necessary for us to do that. When I whispered to
you to put down the newspaper and take off your clothes, you did it as I told you. It shows you
have good ears. Then when you were asked to go and sit on the chair in the corner, you did
that too. It shows you are not nearsighted. Besides, you were reading the newspaper just now,
s0 we are sure you are a man of intelligence. Taking everything into consideration, we have no
doubt that you are perfect in mind and body. Now I'm glad to say you’ve passed the physical
examination; that is to say, you’ll be a glorious soldier.” Jim nodded. “I want you to be a good
fighter and fight for the justice and freedom of human beings!” said the old man in an inspiring
voice. Jim was so moved that his eyes were full of tears.

Half a year later, Jim was killed in a battle on the Pacific Ocean. At this news his girl-
friend nearly went mad. She rushed down to the shore and stood there, looking out to the
boundless ocean. She kept weeping, while calling her lover’s name. “Don’t be like that, my
dear.” It was an old man’s trembling voice. “Your Jim died a real man. He gave his life to
people all over the world. It is right that we should be proud of him ...” saying this, the father ‘
was chocked with emotion. His only regret was that he had never let Jim know who he was.
This old man was none other than the medical officer who had given Jim the health check.

%NEW WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

enlistment /in'listmont / n. 1E%; IR (=) & undergo a physical examination

undergo /.anda'gou/ vt. #Z; 2% BEEBNE
underwent /.Ands'went/, undergone /ande-  physical /fizikal/ a. KR SR
'gon/ : coward /'kauvad/ n. R AR

hate /heit/ vt. BR; KE




deeply /'di:plV/ ad.
join /dzom/ vt.
join the army -
separate /'separeit/ vt.’
be separated from
defect /di'fekt/ n.
body /'body/ n.
avoid /o'vord/ vr.
serve /s3:v/ vi.
hospital /'hospital/ n.
lead /li:d/ vi.
led /led/, led
medical /'medikal/ a.
medical officer
chief /t{i:f/ a.
attention /a'tenfan/ n.
pay attention to
seat /si:t/ n.
pretend /pri'tend/ vi.
examine /1g'za&min/ vt.
raise /reiz/ vt.
sharp /fa:p/ a.

whisper /'hwispa/ n.; vi.

in a whisper
chair /tfea/ n.
corner /'’koma/ n.
murmur /'m3:mo/ vi.
lad /laed/ n.
standard /'steendad/ n.
up to the standard

conclusion /kan'klu:zan/ n.

draw a conclusion
check /tfek/ n.; vt.
health check
rash /ref/ a.
shout /faut/ vi.
calmly /’ka:mly/ ad.
ear /1a/ n.

nearsighted /'niosartid/ a.
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human /hju:moan/ a.

besides /bi'saidz/ ad. mH; s
intelligence /in'tehidzons/ n. & 11; HfE 1
doubt /daut/ n. REE; BER]
perfect /'pa:fikt/ a. TR REFH
glorious /'gloirias/ a. LR
nod /nod/ vi. sk
fight /fait/ vi. T A%
fought /fo:t/, fought
fighter /'faitof n. Rt
justice /'dzastis/ n. ES; R
freedom /'fri:xdom/ n. HH
being /'bi:m/ n. A Hfw
human being A
inspire /mn'sparo/ vt. B WA
tear /t1a/ n. HE ¥H
full of tears FE I TE K
kill /kil/ ve. AL
battle /'batal/ n. &3k Rk
mad /med/ a. &N
go mad B I
rush /raf/ vi. ;o
boundless /'baundlis/ a. To i TCBR Y
boundless ocean —BHEBRMEHE
weep /witp/ vi. Rz, Wil
wept /wept/, wept
tremble /'trembal/ vi. B
trembling voice B E S
real /rial/ a. Hity; HIEM
choke /tfauk/ vt. %, FER
regret /ri'gret/ n. g ; IR
emotion /Imaufan/ n. g M3
be in love with (BR--eeee) IR
out-of-date it if By
take everything into consideration
ERBFTABR
that is to say BRI Bp
giveone’slifeto K- FHERB S M4
none other than ...
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Fascist /'feefist/ B:WEHT /T San Francisco /senfren'siskou/ [H& LT
- Pacific Ocean, the PN B 2 (REWEKFHEZET)
Second World War, the 5 — Kt F KR

P NOTES

1. It was all because he was in love with a beautiful girl and he would not be sepa-

rated from her. X5E2RENMBERDNE —(IEMMTR, TABEMS 3,

,gm‘,,

a. & F because 5 Ak iEME. beinlove (with)g, 488, Xde:
Tom and Mary are in love with each other. #H#f3H W £ T

¥ b. he would not be + would A F&/E. de:

4 I wouldn’t let any trouble come to you. # /& ik 4R sk B 4E4T AR |

c. 2 &9 separate ¥ A from £ F. Xo:

Separate your things from mine. fefkéh & HFek b

2. If I could find a way to . il
make the doctor believe 5) P iFE A B IEA, #id avoid EE KR
2 R Bh LA FEE, i being sent Z3) %

#EHRH T K.

there are some defects in

my body ... I would

avoid bemg sent to ‘ ‘
serve in the army. But how? R REERF]— 1LEMB!.:?2%1$7§%M®&B@B@7}
BT eeee AEE, BAETLLRREEEMER. ATRIKEAHIR?

to one’s joy & (EA) BB FH3%., XRA
#43iE, ETHORATEA. Ao+ 2
B IRF AT X + AT EHH
£33, R—FFWAR, Xde:

to one’s surprise 4& (£ A) & F| 154

to one’s satisfaction 1& (£ A) & %)% &

3. Suddenly, to his great joy, a

good idea came to him. 3¥5%,

BB — P E B, ARKE,

4. He was led into a large room where he found an old medical officer sitting behind a
desk, busy looking through some papers carefully. gkt — A EE, fEIRIL,




BB - EEETIELES
FaEm, TCEFHER %
o

&) ¥ busy looking through ... & % A48
T~ &, AHIKE. busy AT REFHEE
o, FERLEHR v-ing. X4w:

He is busy writing. #..E =T B4,

s

. had best #9f#%, 483 F had better. X
do: -
I thought I had best have your opinion first.
KAARIF LR AL RR G E R,

b. not to be paid attention to £ RE X |

WM, RAAEtry 89 %E, FH=AMto |

RAE, LR EEH G T 195,

. ... and I'd best try not to be paid
attention to by him. -+++-- E3A 54
HRESILE b EBIR

T

Vi

- in acorner £ &4 /& %N, # at/on/round
a (the) corner R 45#rid 4t A4k, RiE&E
X 3],

s,

. ... to sit down on a chair in
a corner. -+ AR B B 6] R 7%
BH®EF L,

Ja quite K7 “dak” X b &,
== b. up to B1E, EF. Lde:

4 He is not up to his work. 4 R 46 BAE T4
be up to the standard #4474

. Finished! That lad is quite up
to the standard. T,
A MR FRELEHE

. How can you draw such a
conclusion like that before
you give me a careful check?
It’s too rash! {RB A BRIF
Miatr, BB HXERN
Z5ORWE? KERM

. But I don’t think

it necessary

Fdhg, BHEEL
#9425 : come to a conclusion, reach a

<« draw a conclusion

conclusion, arrive at a conclusion.

" N Y el

¥ it REXEE, AENEERHIAREXELL4H for
us to do that, # %34 necessary R RiE4bEiE. LHhigE |
oy TR B FE, AETARBERIRY, REXKDH S

Wut, @BFERHXRE it AERKGRELEL, Hief o
A ENEERBREARENER. e o
I made it quite clear to you that I was not coming. % |
HRFERRTFTIERARS K.

Jor us to do
that. {HR&IA
REA A 2
BACKEM




10.

11,

12.

13.

14.

15.

Taking everything into
consideration, we have no
doubt that you are perfect
in mind and body. % &3\FF
FIE0L, ZXEER, RS
DR

... nearly went mad. -+ JL

FRT o

She kept weeping, while
calling her lover’s name. i
AFHERNL, MM E IR AR
BFo

Your Jim died a real man.

YR B0 3 R A A

It is right that we should be

proud of him ... BA1Z Afth
BBV A RS

His only regret was that he
had never let Jim know who

he was. fiME— R R A
—HEAILH W AE R
' iﬁo

(¥ go R “ER” 28, Xdo:

a. 4) ¥ taking everything into consideration

RAAERNGE, FFARER ETHHEM.
b. & ¥ &4 that 5] 5 & Bl 4538 4), AvAH
£ 44 doubt #9-£4k A 2.

The engine went dead. ME R4 T,
My poor Henry, your hair has gone quite
white! RTH e T4, hehkLexa
7! :

keep doing (sth.) ¥ (MEF). Ldo:
She keeps looking from side to side.
VN N Y

Letters kept coming in. 154 R ¥ % %

1% die Atk £ 3hi9, et Liqmik
£iE. X4e:

He died arich man. #-:#ZAESH.

¥ it R X EiE, that 3|5k 2EM 4,
HzeaaReyER, LiEMG FiRES
) R B E A

8) ¥ %14 that 3|k &K3EM 4. who he
was B RIEMNE P AT QA RIEMNE,




16. This old man was none other

[ a. 8 % none other than & =/3%iEA, &
A CREHA, R 7 K

It was none other than my old friend Jones.
ARARRANA, B EIALITH.
] b. 8 # who had given Jim the health check [*
| R&ERE, 1846 officer.

than the medical officer who
had given Jim the health
check. XHLEAARRERIN, 1E
I W U0 IS A SR AR Ao
FEH,

<% Functions

-
Y™

Read aloud and learn by heart:

l. Certainty and Uncertainty 5 EMASE

1. Are you sure/certain?
— Yes (No), I’'m (not) sure/certain.
— No, I’'m not too sure of it.

— Yes, I’ve no doubt about that.

I believe

he’ll succeed.

I have no doubt you have good ears.
2. I’m sure/certain that{

There is no doubt you’re a man of intelligence.

It’s certain/clear

3 Pt ficE Sare { why she keeps weeping.
where he was killed.

heth d job.
I doubt {w ¢ er} he’ll give me {a 800¢Jo
if a careful check.

Il. Generalization #3}%

In a (one) word,

In sum, I don’t believe him.
In short, { I agree with you.
All things considered, you are perfect in mind and body.

Taking everything into consideration,




