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Abstract

The concept Christian Literature mentioned in this book can
be understood in two senses: the broad and the narrow. Narrowly
speaking, it consists of the traditional literature such as hymns,
prayers, and preaches etc. Broadly speaking, it refers to the
literature created by the Christian writers based upon the
Christian moralities which can be also divided into the narrow and
broad layers: one is the narrow-sensed Christian Literature, the
other is the purely literary Christian Literature. Both kinds of
Christian Literature are essentially responses to the Christian
belief, however, the former emphasizes on the direct transmitting
of beliefs while the latter pays more attention to exerting subtle
influences on peoples ideas, they have the same goal.

Chinese Christian Literature is both an important branch of
the World Christian Literature and an indispensable part of
modern Chinese Literature. Iis evolution and development keep

close relationship with the modern Christian missionary tactics,
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which are largely inheritance and recovery of those performed by
Matteo Ricci during the period of late Ming and early Qing
dynasty. With the great efforts of the coming Christian
missionaries to China and the native priests, Chinese Christian
Literature had been improved and eventually became an important
literary branch in modern Chinese Literature history.

The probing into Chinese Christian Literature focuses on two
aspects: the Protestant and the Catholic. Comparably, the
protestant are more fruitful in the narrow-sensed Christian
Literature, which are demonstrated in the translation of Guanhua
Union Version Bible and the compilation of Hymns of Universal
Praise, they not only laid a solid foundation for Chinese Christian
Literature but also provided useful experience to the new Chinese
Literature. Many famous writers, including Bing Xin, Lao She,
Xu Dishan and Pearl Buck are attracted in the participation of
pure Protestant Literature. The Catholic Literature had made less
achievements in comparision with the Protestant, but in the pure
literary field, it evolved the new literary style with the
characteristics of schools represented by Catholic Literature. A
colorful Catholic Literature movement ensued, centered in Peking
Furen University and Tianjin College of Industry and Business,
and from all the perspectives such as theory construction, works
production, literature comment, the translation and introduction

of foreign Catholic Literature, after the concept of Catholic
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Literature had been produced by the figures in Catholic Literature
field in the middle of 19305, during which there appeared a large
number of Catholic Literature writers with great achievements
such as Su Xuelin, Zhang Xiuya, Zhou Xinhua etc. This
movement contributed a lot to the development of Chinese
Christian Literature.

As the production of beliefs, Chinese Christian Literature
manifests particular spiritual characteristics and aesthetic appeal,
the former is mainly embodied by far going beyond this world and
'deeply falling into it, while the latter by the unity of religion and
aesthetics, the tension between literature and propaganda.

As the result of many adverse factors, Chinese Christian
Literature had not been amply developed, indeed it came to an-
end with the alteration of history. But as an objective historical
existence, it not only provided successful experience but also
enriched the intension of the new Chinese Literature as well. This
book goes great lengths to demonstrate and make clear these

ideas, hoping to arouse more attentions to this academic field.
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