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Dali, with its long history, glorious culture, and beautiful mountains and rivers, has always been
referred to as a "famous state of documents". For thousands of years, local people have created
with their industry and wisdom the glorious Dali Culture represented by the ancient Nanzhao and
Dali kingdoms. Dali City is now known for its status as a national famous city of historical culture,
national famous landscape resort, national nature preserve, and excellent tourist city of China. It
is not only of attractive scenery and rich natural resources, but of talented people and developed
culture, being a fertile land breeding and cultivating fine arts.

The calligraphy and painting of Dali City go back to ancient times and are extensive and
profound. Over 4,000 years ago, the two fine arts have sprouted in Dali and they kept on
developing like a nonstop river. Up to now, pieces of handwritings, paintings, frescos, sculptures,
and seal cuttings of the Tang, Song, Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties remain intact and are still
sending forth their eternal artistic rays. After 1949, local calligraphers and painters of Dali have
found endless creative source in this land fertile of ethnical customs and age-old cultural and
artistic traditions. They have produced numerous calligraphies and paintings depicting Dali's
beautiful landscape and attractive ethnical customs. Many visiting artists known in China and the
world are fascinated by this piece of land, wielding their writing brushes to give birth to large
quantities of fine art works.

The history of Dali's calligraphy and painting arts is composed of the countless calligraphy and
painting works and artists from ancient time to present. However, due to restrictions by different
factors, the many calligraphy and painting works of Dali have been scattered as the dispersing
pearls in different sectors and even in households of ordinary people. In nowadays' society with
highly developed economy, if we fail to collect, sort out and preserve the works in due course,
they, especially the ancient calligraphy and painting works kept by ordinary people, may face the
danger of being lost. For a long time, Dali's culture authority has always regarded collection and
sorting-out of ethnical and folk culture heritages as its task and has prepared to edit and publish
a book collecting and recording Dali's ancient and contemporary calligraphy and painting works.
In early 2004, the Dali Culture Bureau organized manpower and materials and transferred
professional technicians with certain calligraphy and painting merits from its subordinated units
to go down to grassroots for collecting and sorting out many ancient fine art works and over 200
works by members of provincial calligraphy and painting associations who are under Dali's
jurisdiction. Judged by several invited famous local calligraphers and painters, including Yang
Xiaodong, Xie Changxin, Lu Lu, and Min Rugang, over 160 works are selected to enter the book.

Though the Collection of Dali's Calligraphies and Paintings can hardly cover all calligraphy
and painting works of Dali of all ages, it basically reflects the achievement of Dali in this field and
generally outlines the calligraphy and painting history of Dali. It is believable that this book's
publication will acquaint more people with Dali, make them love Dali, publicize Dali to a greater
notability, and offer primal materials and data for future's study on Dali's calligraphy and painting
art. Finally, we hope the publication of this book can be a beneficial attempt to construct and

promote Dali's culture and to restore Dali's glory as a famous city of historical culture.

July 30, 2004
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Dali City is located in center of west Yunnan Province at 25° 25'to 25" 28'Nand 99° 58
to 100° 27'E. Within its territory are 19 lofty peaks of the Cangshan Mountain and the crystal-clear
plateau Lake, the Erhai Lake. Surrounded by the beautiful mountain and lake, Dali City covers a
total area of 1,861 square kilometers. At present, the city has a total population of over 580,000, who
are mainly Bai, Han, Yi, Lisu, Miao, Zhuang, and Tibetan people. Bai people make up 67% of the
city's total population. Dali City has a long history and its origin dates back to over 4,000 years ago
when ancestors of Dali people started to live and labor between the Cangshan Mountain and the
Erhai Lake. They created and handed down the glorious Dali culture. The Nanzhao and Dali
kingdoms that grew up during the Tang and Song dynasties even made Dali one of the world famous
ancient cities, a crossroad of Asian cultures, and once the center of Yunnan in politics, economy,
and culture. With beautiful landscape, advanced culture, and numerous cultural relics, Dali City is
known as a national famous city of historical culture, national landscape resort, national nature
preserve, and China's excellent tourist city. It is regarded as the "optimum place for residence".

The culture and art of Dali have experienced a glorious and zigzag course with the nonstop
advancement of society, politics, and economy. The city now keeps a unique and colorful ethnical
culture and art style. Of the fine arts, Dali's calligraphy and painting are of long standing, profound
connotation, and varied forms. Great art treasures were produced in all historical periods and art
has been developed continuously. Dali's brilliant calligraphy and painting treasures are indispens-
able items in the splendid culture and art gallery of China.

According to historical records and research over historical relics, ancestors of Dali people
of 4,000 years ago had painted on their household utensils, weapons, and tools special patterns
depicting their ethnical aesthetic consciousness. This was undoubtedly the bud of Dali's calligraphy
and painting arts. During the Nanzhao and Dali kingdom periods, Dali's calligraphy and painting
arts reached a high artistic level and there appeared a group of master-level figures who were
specialized in painting, sculpture, and calligraphy. Great works of the periods include the Nanzhao
Image (picture scroll of the second year during Zhongxing Period) and the Picture Scroll by Zhang
Shengwen of Dali Kingdom, which are on a par with the famous Qingming Riverside View. The
"Nanzhao Virtuous Character Stele", which was erected in the 15th year of the Nanzhao Kingdom
(Ist year during the reign of Da Li in the Tang dynasty, or 766 A. D.), was written personally by
Du Guangting, a famous calligrapher in Dali District. Du's handwriting was elegant with vigor,
showing both squareness and roundness in extending flow of the forceful characters. The stele is

superior among steles of the Tang dynasty and a choice piece among Tang dynasty calligraphy




works in central Yunnan. The hand-written State Defense Guide Script during the Longshun Period
of the Nanzhao Kingdom is of powerful yet flowing elegance, being a masterpiece among works
of its kind. It is also the oldest calligraphy work preserved in Yunnan and is on a par with that found
in Dunhuang. There has been no written record of seal cutting of Dali before the Tang dynasty. In
1990, people found the prints of the "Seal of Governor of Dali Kingdom" and "Seal of Pearl
Dressing on Emperor's Great Virtue" on the written scripts of the Dali Kingdom period unearthed
at Beitangtian of Fengyi Township, Dali City. People also discovered in the Three Pagodas of Dali
Chongsheng Temple several seals with auspicious characters made in the Dali Kingdom period.
The seals have winding carvings that disclose their origin as official seals in the Tang and Song
dynasties. During the Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties, Dali's calligraphy and painting arts
continued to develop. Among the aforesaid scripts unearthed at Beitangtian of Fengyi Township,
Dali City, there are woodcarving prints of Dali. In history, there had been some old and well-known
families specialized in painting frescos and making sculptures for civilian temples. For example,
Li Sheng and his descendants Li Zheng and Li Zhuging were known for their painting skills; Dong
Nu and his son Dong Ding were "so skillful in carving and painting that they found no match in their
times". Master Yang De was "talented in painting, sculpture, and image founding, overshadowing
all single-skilled artists". During this period, scholar painters were popular in Dali and some famous
figures included Yang Fu, Yang Zhongzhong, Dan Dang, Xiao Pinqing, and Guhang Qi,Shifan,
who created a large batch of painting treasures. As for calligraphy, there appeared some excellent
works such as the "Hill Flower Stele" and "Pine Tree Planting Stele", which showed high artistic
refinement in handwriting accomplishment. Moreover, many other calligraphy masters, including
Li Yuanyang, Yang Sheng'an, Yang Shiyun, Dan Dang, Song Xiang, Feng Su, Zhao Xu, Ma Enfu,
and Pian Tu, have left in Dali their calligraphic works. As for seal cutting, some 16 pieces of the
"Seal of Sideng Lisi, Commander of Daliwei" were excavated in Cai Village of Dali City. All these
are relief-carving seals with curling and overlapping characters, showing delicate seal technology
of that of typical official seals of the Ming dynasty. From the Revolution of 1911 to the eve of the
founding of the People's Republic of China, some world known painters such as Xu Beihong and
Li Lincan visited Dali. They not only produced there many excellent paintings, but paid their
admiration and recognition to Dali's painting art as well. In middle 1940s, some high schools of Dali
set painting courses taught by painters employed from other places, among them were Yuan Siqi
from Sichuan, Wang Ximin from Jilin, and Lin Ru from Guangdong. As for calligraphy, Dali keeps
many excellent calligraphy works produced by some local calligraphers. Wang Lianyuan writes in
a forceful and unyielding style. Zhou Ren, praised as the "best calligrapher following Yan Style",
keeps a precise and dignified writing technique. Yang Jie learns handwriting by copying the steles
of the North Wei Kingdom and also makes his own creation.

After the founding of the People's Republic of China, especially since the Third Plenary
Session of the 11th Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, China's art circle has been
guided and encouraged by the principles of "letting a hundred flowers blossom and letting a hundred

schools of thought content” and "serving socialism and serving the people". Dali's calligraphy and
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painting arts have also been greatly developed. A large group of calligraphers and painters are
springing up with high-rising creative passion. They have created great many calligraphy and
painting works that sing the praises of the new era and exhibit the nature beauty and colorful ethnical
customs of Dali. Filled with even greater passion, local artists of Dali are unfolding picture scrolls
of beauty to ordinary people. Some of them, including Yang Xiaodong, Xie Changxin, Yang Min,
Ma Fumin, and Wang Hongting, have participated in many calligraphy and painting exhibitions at
the national, provincial, and prefecture levels and won many a prize. In addition, several famous
artists such as Guo Moruo, Wang Meng, Wu Zuoren, Wu Guanzhong, and Zhao Puchu have
produced and left their precious works in Dali. New era bestows new life to artists. Many
calligraphers and painters living in Dali take their root deeply in local long-standing ethnical culture
life and profound artistic tradition. They have found inexhaustible source for their creation and
produced a large number of excellent calligraphy and seal cutting works that give a full display of
Dali's ethnical customs, beautiful landscapes, and brand-new life styles. In new era, Dali's
calligraphy and painting arts are emitting brighter rays.

Encouraged by the present flourishing age, 580,000 Dali people are advancing with lofty
sentiments and striving spirit on their way to the establishment of the well-to-do society. It is
therefore a need of time and an unshirkable task entrusted by history to edit and publish a book that
honestly reflects and records Dali's achievements in calligraphy and painting arts in both ancient
and modern times. With the emphasis and support of the city party committee and city government,
Dali's culture authorities have collected materials and listened to opinions of some relevant
specialists and scholars. Finally, they turned out this book containing over 160 works by Dali's
ancient and modern calligraphy and painting artists and some national-known artists. The
publication of this book has three goals. First, it serves as a collector of Dali's ancient and modern
calligraphy and painting works with a view to offering first-hand materials and data to future's
researchers and admirers of Dali's fine arts. Secondly, it can be a contribution to Yunnan's
development into a power province in ethnical culture, Dali's development into a power prefecture
in ethnical culture, and Dali city's effort in cultural construction. Thirdly, it can reveal Dali's
achievements in calligraphy and painting arts in both ancient and modern times to people all over
the world, publicizing and endearing Dali.

"Compose poem with brushes full of passion; unfold blueprint with paintings filled with
intention." Wish this book a beneficial contribution to Dali city's cultural construction and
promotion. Wish this book a beneficial contribution to restoration of Dali's glory as a famous city

of historical culture.

Editor
July 30, 2004
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