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Preface

In recent years, the society becomes more and more aware of the importance of cultural
heritage preservation, as a result, a grand project on save and protect cultural heritage has been
launched by the central government within the whole country. With a vast territory, long history
and large number of ethnic groups, China embraces a great deal of cultural heritage that most of
the other countries are beyond compare. But, owing to the reason known to all, cultural heritage
in China has experienced great damages from time to time since more than one hundred years
ago. By far, among the precious cultural heritage, some vanished, some are disappearing, some
were seriously damaged, and some were changed completely and beyond recognition. If people
keep ignoring these facts, if no measurements are taken to preserve them, fateful consequences
are awaiting. Cultural heritage preservation is not only a main responsibility of the government,
but also a compulsory duty of people in the whole society. In countries of abundant cultural
heritage like China, proper measurements need to be taken to attract attention and stimulate
practical actions from both government and the mass to cherish and preserve cultural heritage.
Thus the current situation of cultural heritage preservation in China could be improved.

As a scholar focusing on ethnic culture studies, I have special fond of cultural heritage and
is undoubtedly taking cultural heritage preservation as my duty. In 1999, after years of
researching, we set down to establish a project on cultural heritage preservation, that is the
Construction of Ethnic Cultural & Ecological Villages. Although construction of the first five
pilot villages has not completed yet so far, and development of some villages is not as stable as
we expected, this brand new idea and practice contributed a lot and provided precious
experience. The impact has been spread within the country and abroad which proved its
importance and significance. In 2001, while continuing this project, I worked with Prof. Christian
Daniels to start another project named Preservation of the Old Manuscripts of Dai People in
Yunnan. Prof. Daniels is an Australian citizen who is now working in the Research Institute for
Languages & Cultures of Asia and Africa of Tokyo University of Foreign Studies in Japan. He is
a world—known expert specializes in Science & Technology History. He has been to Yunnan and
carried out studies here in late 1980’s and has concluded it into an academic work on science
and technology of ethnic minorities in Yunnan, which was published by Yunnan Education
Publishing House in 2000 as the Technology for Daily Necessities Section of the series books —
the Material Culture of Yunnan edited by myself. Since early 1990, he became to show interest
in history and culture of Dai people and switched his focus to studies on Dai people and started
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to learn Dai language. In this period, he noticed that many Dai old manuscripts were either
damaged or not properly preserved and felt deeply regret to the situation. He became aware of
the importance of preserving the old manuscripts. Therefore, we both decided to stop our current
jobs temporarily and give some practical contribution to the preservation. After serious planning
and hard preparation work, we gain support from the Toyota Foundation in Japan. According to
requirement of the foundation, which is also our aim, the project should be focused on permanent
preservation and exploitation of the local Dai old manuscripts. We adopted the method which the
foundation has been using in similar projects in some Southeast Asian countries, that is, to
collect the old manuscripts, sort them out, then cataloging and shoot them with mini films. The
last step is to assist local government to establish an old manuscripts management center for
future sustainable management. Our project in Dehong Prefecture started in 2001. Thanks to
cooperative work of related experts, include Mr. Kuai Yongsheng, director of the Committee for
the Working and Instruction of Nationality Languages & Scripts of Dehong Dai and Jingpo
Autonomous Prefecture and Dai scholars such as Mr. Yue Xiaobao, the project was implemented
successfully. Within 3 years, more than 2000 kinds of Dai old manuscripts were surveyed and
900 kinds out of them were selected into the synopsis. An 881-page synopsis — A Synopsis of
Dai Old Manuscripts in the Dehong Autonomous Region of Yunnan, China was published.
Besides, there are 23 scrolls of mini films used to record about 54732 pictures of the old
manuscrpts. A mini film reader was installed into the center. The successful completion of this
project gained appraisal from local government, Dai society and the academic field. It finally
reached our aim of achieving permanent preservation and exploitation of the elite of existing
local Dai old manuscripts.

Success of the Dehong project encouraged us in continuing our old manuscripts preservation
work. In Spring of 2004, we started to design a new project — Dai Old Manuscripts Preservation
in Gengma of Lingcang Prefecture. The reason for us to choose Gengma Dai and Wa
Autonomous County is that, on one hand, this location is the second largest inhabit of Dai people
in China besides Xishuang Bannan and Dehong and it is also a exchanging point of different Dai
cultures from Xishuang Banna, Dehong and Burma. There is a great deal of Dai old manuscripts
existing in Gengma; On the other hand, Both the prefecture and county government attached
great importance to this project. Mr. Ma Yingchun, deputy mayor of Lincang city expressed his
concern on this project at very beginning and ordered the City Bureau of Cultural Affairs and
Gengma County government to be responsible for it. Moreover, Ms. Feng Liqiu, then deputy
county governor of Gengma County and other leaders from the county government offered full
support to the project. As a result, the project was able to be implemented smoothly; Third, there
was participation of groups of experts, scholars and local people in the county who were very
interested in Dai culture and knew Dai language very well. With government support, both
academic elite and mass support, the successful completion of the project was ensured. In

September of 2004, based on all discussions and preparation works have been done, we sent Mr.
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Ai Bao, an expert in Dai Language and member of the project organizing panel, to Gengma. He
was accompanied by Mr. Kanglang Anming, secretary general of Gengma County Buddhism
Association, They carried out surveys on Dai old manuscripts all over the county. Mr. Kanglang
Anming is well known in Buddhism believers” society as well as enjoys high reputation in local
Dai society. They received hospitality and full support in every place they have been to. The
survey turned out to be very fruitful. Only the part of Dai Ne and Dai Lue old manuscripts they
collected and recorded are 398 kinds. Later, Mr. Yang Zhu, former director of the Office for
County History Recording offered 33 kinds of historical records and old manuscripts preserved in
his office and the County Bureau of Archives Management. Including this part, there are 431
kinds of old manuscripts collected and recorded under this project. Throughout the whole project,
the most complicated work is to translate, sort out and catalog the resources. It took more than
one year for the three main project members Mr. Kanglang Anming, Nan Guixiang, Yang Zhu
and other members such as, Ting Guowang, Fa Guonan and Ting Tanpian etc. to finish that part
of the work. They have done this job in high efficiency and precision.

Although the previous book, A Synopsis of Dai Old Manuscripts in the Dehong Autonomous
Region of Yunnan, China has received positive recognition from the society, we found out later
that it, to some extend, was imperfect. Hence, we made improvement with the Synopsis of Dai
Old Manuscripts in Gengma County in Yunnan, China according to previous experience. First, to
make sure the readers could learn more knowledge of the content of each manuscript collected,
we enriched the content part; Moreover, the content part was written in both Han and Dai
languages instead of only Dai language, to ensure that all people could understand it; Second, to
meet the demands of readers of getting more information of the old manuscripts, we attached the
parts of preface and afterword of most manuscripts to this book; Third, we attached to the book
text of three highly valued Dai old manuscripts and their Han Chinese translation. Although the
number of manuscripts recorded in this book is less than the previous one, with the above
mentioned improvement, it is of almost the same length as the first one. What’s more, it is easier
to use than the first one.

Publication of the Synopsis of Dai Old Manuscripts in Gengma County in Yunnan, China
means that the main part of our project in Gengma has been completed. At present, members of
this project are shooting pictures of the manuscripts and this part of work is expected to be
completed in June 2006. At that time, those precious Dai old manuscripts in Gengma County will
be preserved permanently in the form of mini film. They would be able to be passed down and
benefit generations of people.

The thick book — Synopsis of Dai Old Manuscripts in Gengma County in Yunnan, China
contains enthusiasm and intelligence of various organizations and people from the society. Upon
its publication, we shall extend our sincere gratitude once more to Mr. Alan Feinsein, chairman
of the Toyota Foundation in Japan. Owing to his financial support, we are able to have this

opportunity to make our Dai old manuscripts preservation plan into true. In the project
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implementation prcess, we also received full support from the following people: Mr. Zhaoku
Maguowan, chairman of Gengma Buddhism Association, Mr. Shangzhao Zhuandanan from
Mengding Buddhist Temple, Mr. Dajun Saianzhang from Meng Jian, Mr. Zhaoku Mayingwang
from Hepai Mangkang Buddhist Temple, Mr. Shangzhao Guowang from Yunhai Buddhist Temple
and local Dai people such as Han Zhengming, Nan Zicai etc. We have also received assistance
from organizations include Gengma County Bureau of Archives Management, County
Broadcasting Bureau and Office of County History Records. Besides, Prof. Zhang Xiaogiong,
Prof. Dao Chenghua, Associate Prof. Yu Mei, Research fellow Zhang Haichao from Yunnan
University Anthropology Museum, Researcher Yu Hanjiao and Editor Dong Ai have contributed
a lot to the project and publication of this book. This preface and explanatory notes are
translated by Ms. Shen Yun.

Our special thanks should go to Mr. Ai Bao from Yunnan Nationalities Publishing House. As
executive editor and member of the leader panel of the project, Mr. Ai has done a lot for the
project which is not substitutable. As the project leader and chief editor of the book, I want to
express my respect and gratitude to all organizations and individuals involved in this project for
their participation and support. I hope the publication of this book will enjoy the same popularity
among academic and cultural fields as well as mass Dai people that the previous book - A
synopsis of Dai Old Manuscripts in the Dehong Autonomous Region of Yunnan, China has been
enjoying. We will continue our career in this area in the future to put our full efforts into

preservation of cultural heritage.

Yin Shaoting
Spring Festival, 2006
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Explanatory Notes

1. Entries are classified under the following categories: History, Literature, Buddhist texts,
Astrology and Divination etc.

2. Providing a description of the content of each document is the main purpose of this book.
We have strived to give a general summary of each document in order to give the readers an
overall picture of each document.

3. The name of each document is given in the following order: old Dai script, international
phonetic script and Chinese. Other items in the tables are written in Chinese, old Dai script and
English. The content of each document is described respectively in Dai script and Chinese.

4. Years in this book are indicated by two kinds of calendars: the Dai calendar and the
Gregorian calendar. The Gregorian year minus 638 yields the year in Dai calendar.

Special notes: Dates on part of the documents recorded in this book are not available,

therefore they are not shown in the tables.
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