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Preface

The art works by contemporary Ningbo artists in “ The Wenzhou and Ningbo United Exhibition of Small-Sized Fine Arts
Elaborate Works™ are spectacular ,novel and diverse. They prove the profound skills and versatile techniques of local artists.

Depicting the broadness through delicacy, they introduce a whole-new artistic conception which overthrows the ordinary rules
and stiff tendency and opened a new perspective we never experienced before. Painters’ understanding and sentiment for society, art
and life are conveyed in various styles and painting languages by indigenous artists ,a group of which,is especially worth attention,
young, acute, they express their ideas and demands in a sharp but fashionable way and usher in a age of diversity in painting styles.

Small-sized paintings like those in 17th-century Netherlands and Song Dynasty of China ,had its golden times in painting
history.Martin Heidegger once said in his well-known “The Origin of the Work of Art” that the measurement of an art work is not its
objectivity but its art value.

Although the size limits the vision impact, its simplicity and straightness shows the grand beauty and priceless value as “master
pieces” do .

Ningbo is an energetic port city with rich cultural heritage which ,along with Ningbo’s unique landscape ,contribute to cultivate
virtuosos like Pan Tianshou. With their outstanding art achievements ,they wrote a splendid chapter not only in China art history but
in the world as well . Their devotion to art and attitude to life inspire generations of artists in Ningbo ,who have and will pass on their
spirit and keep striving for more and better art works.

The works in this collection is fruit of 2-years meditation and practice by those artists.

Chen Jiwu
April,2006 at Ningbo
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