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Unit One

Unit One _.

Future of the Computer *

IListemimg Comprehension

I. A Dialogue

Learning Abroad .

Words and Expressions

recruit HE note-taking  icZic
accommodation 1¥ 18 visa ZAE
Exercise 1

Directions: Listen to the dialogue and choose the best answer to each of the following

questions.

1. Will Liu Ming take an English course in the U.S.?
A. Yes, she must take one because she is not a native speaker of English.
B. Yes, she must take one if her language test results are poor.
C. No, she doesn’t have to take one because it is not required by that university.

D. No, she doesn’t have to take one if she can understand her teachers at the university.
- / -
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2. Which English course is NOT offered by the university?
A. Listening.
B. Speaking.
C. Writing.
D. Reading.
3. What does Liu Ming have to do if she wants to live in the dormitory?
A. She has to make an application first.
B. She has to pay some money first.
C. She has to take some courses first.
D. She has to find someone who will share with her first.
4. Who can help Liu Ming find an apartment?
A. The dormitory management office.
B. Real estate agents.
C. The student housing office.
D. The university room service.
5. What should Liu Ming do after she is accepted by the university?
A. She has to take the language tests.
B. She has to book a ticket.
C. She has to apply for a passport.
D. She has to apply for a visa.

Exercise 2
Direction: Listen to the diadlogue again and filling in the missing information.

My name is Liu Ming. After I graduated from high school in Hong Kong, I came
to the United States to study. Before I came, I had to take TOEFL first. But the
results were not very good,so I have to takean 1 here at the university.
They offer many kinds of language courses, such as courses in writing, 2 ,and

3 .aand 4 . Of course I don’t have to take all of them. After |
knew that  had been 5 by the university, I got some 6 to fill in
to apply formy 7

__ visa. I also applied for a room in the dormitory before 1
came to the university, because it is much cheaper and convenient. Of course I can

also live in an apartment with the help of student 8 _ office. They usually

VN
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havea 9  of rooms and apartments 10

II. A Monologue

College Life at the University of California at Berkeley §

Words and Expressions

The University of California at Berkeley T K 2 AG 5 F 5342

nonnative €| % N o} : 1)
facilities 1591
Asian E. P Y
recreational BRIRH

Exercise 1
Directions: Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each of the following

questions.

1. Why is the university a good place for foreign language speakers to study?
A. Because it is the best university in the U.S.
B. Because it has very excellent English language teachers.
C. Because they can make many American friends.
D. Because its students are from all over the world.
2. Which of the following will the university be proud of?
A. Tt has a very famous graduate school.
B. It is close to San Francisco.
C. It owns some best teachers.
D. It is the biggest university in the U.S.
3. What do we know about the libraries in the university?
A. Altogether there are 10 libraries.
B. There are 9 big libraries in the university.
C. The libraries are the most modern in the country.

D. The main library is the biggest one in the country.
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4. Where do students in the university live?
A. In the university dormitories.
B. In the apartments in Berkeley.
C. Both in dormitories and in apartments.
D. At home.
5. What do we know about the students’ after-class activities at this university?
A. Most of them do part-time jobs to support themselves.
B. They enjoy themselves very much.
C. They study for many extra hours after class.

D. They are not allowed to go far away from the university.

Exercise 2
Directions: Listen to the passage again and fill in the blanks with the missing words.

The University of California at Berkeley has an international 1 | so it
is a good place for 2~ speakers of English to study. It is in the beautiful
hills of a small city near San Francisco and has some of the best 3 and
‘most famous 4 in the United States. Undergraduates at Berkeley can

5 in everything from Asian studies to chemistry, and there are many
recreational facilities and student 6 . Thereisa 7  library and

nine small libraries. These libraries have over 5.6 million books. Life on this
Cahfornia =~~~ 8  is usually veey . 9 . Students live in college
dormitories and in apartments in the city of Berkeley, and there are many interesting

activities and 10 in both Berkeley and San Francisco.

Readimg Comprehension

5" Pre-Reading Comprehension

Directions: Answer the following questions before you begin to read the text.
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1. Guess the content of the article according to the title.
2. What do you think of the role of personal computers in our daily life?
3. How many hours do you spend on your computer every day, and what do you do

with your computer?

WVWM%‘/\%‘W-\M/\%%‘ N

§ Text
§ End of the PC Era'

p
(RN )

1  You hear a lot these days about the
coming death of the personal computer.
But the reality is more complicated and
more interesting’ Researchers, analysts and
other experts predict that an explosion of
intelligent, networked, single-purpose
devices will replace the all-purpose, one-
sizefits-all PC.* The PC is too complicated.
It is too big. Users are tired. At the same

time, prices are falling so quickly that it

will soon be impossible to make money on

them.* Many predict that in the near

future people can get the machine free but pay for the Internet
connection.’

2 But like most false predictions before, this one can not come true, 15
either.® Radio was supposed to kill books.” TV was supposed to kill
radio. And so on.*

3 Here’s what’s really happening. The PC, good or bad, will be around

for the future.® However, it will no longer'® stay at the center of the

g
=]

industry.
4  Its replacement? Windows."

5  Windows has spilled over the PC barrier into servers, network
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computers, handheld devices, Web TV sets, cash registers, automobile
dash-boards, handheld wireless data entry terminals and other platforms.
6  The next versions of Windows NT and Windows CE are designed to
open markets previously too high or too low for Windows.”? Windows
2000 will run on PCs, workstations and servers all the way up to massive
data warehouses.” Windows CE will run on everything else, from watches
to cell phones to dedicated game machines.

7  The result is that the PC is just one of many Windows platforms."

8 The PC will still be one of the most important platforms, of course,
since business users are not about to replace their PCs with single-
purpose devices.” You will still need a powerful processor for speech
recognition and number-crunching, fast graphics for that large, flat-
screen monitor, and a standard development platform for a wide variety
of applications.’

9  Windows has already got its dominant position in the industry. It will
Indeed,

important over the coming years,

make more progress. while the PC becomes less and less
Windows will become increasingly

important and central to everything we do."”’

B3

40

New Words

analyst I'enalist/ n. ahiE
application /\eepli'keifon/ n. &, o
barrier /'beeria/ n. =R R 7]
cash lkaef/ n. e 8
central /'sentral/ a 2 ST ECAE 8, A0
complicated /'komplikeitid/ a =R 0]
dash-board /'defbord/ n. NE=Z:1
dedicated /'dedikeitid/ a L B Y
dominant /'dominant/ a. FIEMW
entry /'entri/ n. A
graphics /' greefiks/ n. EIE B~

/'haendheld/ a F#8

handheld

LI AR
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increasingly /in'krizsinli/ ad. R L, #TiE

indeed /in'dizd/ ad. HIE#, #5%

monitor /' monita/ n. WL AR , (R BEK

network ['netwark/ n/v. Rty , 7 35 Lo
number-crunching  /'namba 'krantfin/  n. (JLHR M AT VO S8 ;
platform /' pleetform/ n. ¥ ]
position Ipa'zifan/ n. g

prediction /pri'dik fan/ n. i, Wik

processor /' prausesa/ n. AEERSR BN E

register /'red3ista/ n. e HApL, &id

replacement /ri' pleismant/ n. HEE B

server /'satval n. R % &%, fe

suppose /sa'pauz/ v. INHETLL, BsE

version /'vaifan/ v. RRAS , ik

warehouse /'weohaus/ n. B

workstation /'waik steion/ n. TAES,, THEK

Phrases and Expressions

and so on ene s

he about to BE ... Y

be supposed to %

come true g1

make progress B8 ot

so ... that ... wm----- UEF....
spill over % ‘
up to —HF

Reading Comprehension Exercises

I . Multiple Choice

N\,
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Directions: There are 8 questions or incomplete sentences in this part. Each of them
is followed by four suggested choices marked A, B, C and D. You should

decide on the best choice according to the text.

1. All the following are reasons why many experts predict the coming death of the PC
EXCEPT that '
A. the PC is too complicated
B. the PC is too big
C. it will soon be impossible to make money on them because prices are falling
D. business users will give up the PC

2. will replace the PC as the center of the industry.

. Microsoft

. Web TV sets

. Windows

. The internet

3. Which of the following is Not a Windows platform?

A. A large flat-screen monitor.
B. Windows NT.
C. Windows CE.
D. Windows 2000.
4. Which of the following predictions is true according to the author?

o O "W >

A. Radio was supposed to kill books.
B. Windows will stay at the center of the industry.
C. TV was supposed to kill radio.
D. The PC will soon die.
5. What’s the author’s opinion of the future position of the PC?
A. The PC will be the most important platform.
B. The PC will be replaced by single-purpose devices.
C. The PC will not be the center of the industry.
D. The PC will become more and more important.
6. What does the title “End of the PC Era” really mean according to the author?
A. The PC will disappear.
B. The PC will be replaced by the internet.
Cog e
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C. The PC will still exist but it will lose its dominant position in the industry.
D. The PC will not be used by business and home users.
7. Windows CE will run on

A. cell phones B. network computers

C. workstations D. servers <
8. is needed to recognize speech.

A. A standard device B. A flat-screen monitor

C. A cell phone D. A strong processor

II. Short Answer Questions

Directions: Answer the following questions in the fewest possible words (not
exceeding 10 words).

1. What’s predicted to replace the PC?

2. Why do some people say that the PC will be killed?

3. What does it in “it will soon be impossible to make money on them” refer to?

4. What’s the function of the two sentences “ Radio was supposed to kill books. TV
was supposed to kill radio”?

5. What will be the PC’s role in the future according to the author?

6. What will replace the position of the PC?

7. Why will the PC still be one of the most important platforms?

8. What will be the future role of Windows?

I. Further Thinking

Directions: Discuss the following questions with your classmates.

1. The author says Windows will become increasingly important and central to everything
we do. Do you agree or disagree? Why?

2. Computer technology is changing the way human beings live. Describe computer uses in

daily life.



