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Dialogues

Situational Dialogues
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Time
Basic Sentences

What is the date today? 4KEJLS?

What is the deadline for the task?  XIW{E5 AL H 8321 4Bt a]?
What day is today? 4 KEH#IIL?

What is the time by your watch? {REIFFRILET?

Could you please tell me when the train leaves? &[] A ZEJLEFF?
My father went to Beijing 4 days ago. He will be back tomorrow.
WACEI KA 2 T AR ER,

When shall we meet at the school gate tomorrow?  FR{TBH K JL S ZERT O ILTHE?
Let’ s make it half past eight.  FR{ TR E]E7E/\ S FE,

Do you have the correct time? /R %038 #ERE A B E] A7

My watch is slow. FHHFEET.

Hi, Celine, it’ s been so long since we last met. How are you getting on?

: Oh, so far so good. Mariah, what have you been doing these days?

: I have been busy preparing for the postgraduate entrance examinations. I have
almost devoted all my time to it. What I do all day long is just study. I feel
exhausted.

: You shouldnt’ t be working that hard. Too much work may get you ill. You must

have enough time to rest. That will keep you healthy for the exams!

: I know. But the exam is drawing nearer and nearer. I feel I don’t have enough
time for my study.

: Come on! When does the exam begin?

. It starts on January the 20th.

: You still have two months’ time to get ready for that. Don’t worry. You are going
o1



to make it. | have confidence in you.

A : Thank you. I will try my best.

( Dr. Johnson is an expert on linguistics. He will give a lecture in the Lecture Hall
tonight. Will and Roy are going to attend the lecture. )
A . Excuse me, Roy.

B : Yes, what’ s the matter?

A : What is the time by your watch? I guess my waich is a little bit slow.

B : Let me see. It is 5 o’ clock sharp.

A : Do you know what time Dr. Johnson’s lecture will begin?

B : It begins at 6 o’ clock.

A : Oh, how long will it last?

B : I am not sure. It is said to be three hours long.

A ; Good morning Steve. Are you free on Sunday?

B : Yes. What’s the matter?

A : I would like to see the new movie King Kong on Sunday. Would you like to go?

B : That’s great! I’ d love to see that movie. When does it begin?

A : Tt begins at 6:35 p. m.

B : How long will it last?

A : About two hours.

B . OK. Let’s meet at 5. We will go to the cinema after supper.

A ; No problem. |

A : What is the date today?

B . It is December 12th. Why?

A . December 15 is my girlfriend’ s birthday. We will have a party that day.

B . She must be very happy. '

A . Would you like to go, Jane? She will be happy to see you.

B . Yes, of course. 1’d love to.

A : The party starts at 7 in the evening. But 1’ d appreciate it if you can get there at 5
to give me a hand.

B : No problem. I know there will be a lot to do.

A ; Thank you very much.

B : My pleasure.



Text A

Time—-As Americans See |t

What is time? Is it a thing to be saved or ‘_7
spent or wasted, like money? Or is it something
we have no control over, like the weather? Is
time the same all over the world? That’ s an easy
question, you say. Wherever you go, a minute is
60 seconds, an hour is 60 minutes,a day is 24
hours, and so forth. Well, maybe. But in
America, time is more than that. Americans see
time as a valuable resource. Maybe that’ s why
they are fond of the expression, “ Time is
money .

Because Americans believe time is a limited

resource, they try to conserve and manage it.

People in the U. S. often attend seminars or read books on time management. It seems
they all want to organize their time better. Professionals carry around pocket planners—
some in electronic form—to keep track of appointments and deadlines. People do all
they can to squeeze more life out of their time. The early American hero Benjamin
Franklin expressed this view best: “Do you love life? Then do not waste time, for that
is the stuff life is made of. ”

To Americans, punctuality is a way of showing respect for other people’ s time.
Being more than 10 minutes late to an appointment usually calls for an apology, and
maybe an explanation. People who are running late often call ahead to let others know
of the delay. Of course, the less formal the situation, the less important it is to be
exactly on time. At informal get-togethers, for example, people often arrive as much as
30 minutes past the appointed time. But they usually don’t try that at work.

American lifestyle shows how much people respect the time of others. When
people plan an event, they often set the time days or weeks in advance. Once the time
is fixed, it takes almost an emergency to change it. If people want to come to your
house for a friendly visit, they will usually call first to make sure it is convenient. Only
very close friend will just “drop by” unannounced. Also, people hesitate to call others

late at night for fear they might be in bed. The time may vary, but most folks think
twice about calling after 10:00 p. m.

To outsiders, Americans seem tied to the clock. People in other cultures value

relationships more than schedules. In these societies, people don’t try to control time,

a3



but to experience it. Many Eastern cultures, for example, view time as a cycle. The
rhythm of the nature—from the passing of the seasons to the monthly cycle of the
moon—shapes their view of events. People learn to respond to their environment. As a
result, they find it easier to “go with the flow” than Americans, who like plans to be
fixed and unchangeable.

Even Americans would admit that no one could master time. Time, like money,
slips all too easily through our fingers. And time, like the weather, is very hard to

predict. Nevertheless, time is one of life’ s most precious gifts. And unwrapping it is

half the fun. (568words)

New Words o o o
conserve /kon'saiv/vt. to protect sth. from being destroyed {#1F, fRHR , fR1F

seminar /'semma:/n. iEE, T4

appointment /o' pomtment/n.  #J43

squeeze /skwiiz/vt. to get liquid out of sth. by pressing it hard /& ; ( NFEPH) ¥
a7 day

stuff  /staf/n.  JEBL; ZEAL; B &

punctuality /, papktju eliti/n. BESFASZ], HERT, 1E N

close /klous/a. (of friends etc. ) very kind and liked 3E%EH, EIT B ; LW

hesitate /'hezitert/vi. to be slow to speak or act because you are uncertain iR £¢, i
outsider /'aut'saido/n. PN, RPN
schedule /'skedsul/n. TAEHR], BRRZHE; B

shape /feip/vt. to make sth. into a particular shape ¥8i , i Ky -+ RIRET
nevertheless / nevoda'les/ad. however SR 1M, A] &

DN

unwrap /'an'rep/uvt.  to take off the paper etc. that covers sth. FJFf------

* I BT B A1

Phrases & FExpressions

have (no) control over Xefeeeene (&) BRI
and so forth HE

keep track of I 3% B RIFECR
call for B3R

drop by IS5

Proper Names

Benjamin Franklin /'bendzomin ' frepklin/ ZASZRHH - B 2 AR (1706—1790) , EE K
.4 -
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Notes to the Text

1. Being more than 10 minutes late to an appointment usually calls for an apology, and

maybe an explanation. People who are running late often call ahead to let others know
of the delay.

EE RSB FE 10 408, iz m X EREHEEE. AEAC &R
B AEEREIT O RIEE TR TT .

2. Many Eastern cultures, for example, view time as a cycle. The rhythm of the nature—
from the passing of the seasons to the monthly cycle of the moon—shapes their view of
events
540, 4R 22 R 7 SCALAR R — AN R . W I E R 2R A A 2= 8 B SRy A2
b, XK BRI EE R T AT TR L.

Exercises

Comprehension of the Text
I . Answer the following questions according to the text.

1. What is Americans’ attitude toward time and how do they use it ?

2.  What does punctuality mean to Americans?

3.  Are Americans exactly on time on all occasions?

4.  Generally, what should you do first when you want to visit someone in the U. S. 7
5. How do Eastern people view time?

1. Multiple choices.

1. Americans usually attend seminars to
A. learn how to make more money
B. discuss business matters
C. learn ways to better use their time
D. discuss academic matters

2. Inthe U.S., it is polite to if people are ten minutes late for a party.
A. enter the room directly
B. apologize to the host and other guests
C. join others secretly
D. bring a gift

3. If an American wants to hold a party, he should

-5



inform others days or weeks in advance
tell others in the morning

send formal invitation cards to his guests

SO ®

invite as many guests as possible

Compared with eastern people, Americans are

A. fixed to time B. more casual

C. stiff D. reasonable

What conclusion can be drawn from the text?

A. Americans are masters of time.

B. Eastern people don’t cherish time.

C. People in different parts of the world value different things.
D

. We should learn from Americans.

Vocabulary

[l. Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form if necessary.

limited professional punctual formal management

fix close unwrap schedule advanced

N b~ W

9.

10.

When we are to attend conferences or seminars, we must be as to show
our respect to others.

It is a custom for westerners to the gift they receive right after they
accept it.

A plumber’s (7K 1) job is to such things as water pipes or toilets.
China is vast in area but has resources.

He often does his work according to schedule.

Manufacturers often use technology in order to improve efficiency and
virtually get more interest.

Itisa party; it is unsuitable to wear casual clothes.

Many players will take part in the match, so we’ Il have good
opportunities to see some famous sports stars.

The head of the company has a good command of theories.

The soldiers come to their enemy.

IV. Fill in each blank with the proper form of the word given in the bracket.

1.
2.
3.

In Shanghai you can buy (variety) goods from all over the world.
The (kind) of the manager made the interviewee relaxed somewhat.
The (open) ceremony is to be held in the Grand Stadium of the city.

-6 -



4.  To fully understand a lecture on science is rather difficult because it requires
great mental (involve)

5. The old couple are very contented with their future son-in-law; they all consider
him a ( promise) young man. '

6. The ( probable) that the mayor would come to celebrate his birthday
pleased the old man.

7.  Judging from the (puzzle) expression on her face, I learnt Mary did
not know the accident at all.

8. It is a common phenomenon for businessmen to ( change) cards when
they meet for the first time.

9. Generally speaking, (educate) people have more opportunities finding
good job.

10. He often eats ( instance) noodles because he is too busy too have
lunch.

Translation
V. Translate the following statements into Chinese.

1. Is it a thing to be saved or spent or wasted, like money?

2. Maybe that’ s why they are fond of the expression, “Time is money” .

3. Because Americans believe time is a limited resource; they try to conserve and
manage it.

4. To outsiders, Americans seem tied to the clock.

5. Even Americans would admit that no one could master time.

VI. Translate the following statements into English.

1. BAIAH A A A E, ST HEZRME . (make use of)
2. IFHRWEVLMBAYLE EZRFTEDRE, (HIEXRZSHARFFFRN L HE
FfER. (tumto)
3. FATEAEREES B S 1EHE] . (have control over)
4. AHIENFAERMBUER . (be tied to)
5. MfITFEEML IR REFIK R . (keep track of)
Grammar

B &S B PER ( Sequence of Tenses)

A OV, T R A e SV A o, O\ RO 25 B AR B ) OB S ) TR

7 .



FIRHE S, KRR B, PUR £ AR K 8 A B —3
1. 4R EANBTE R — IR B KR, N R)RTAR I ) T AT SRR R B SCR IR L
IS
(1)John says he wants to take guitar lessons from the teacher.
(2)1 am sure it will rain tomorrow so we won’t be able to have a picnic.
(3) She has told me that she was in New York last month.
2. R E AR —Bud 6, AR S TR B S VAT IS B 2Eat LI ATHERS .
(1) $5— AR BUAE it U — Rt 22
He said: “I often go fishing in the reservoir( 7K/%) on Sundays. ” —
He said he often went fishing in the reservoir on Sundays
(2) AT sl £ AT
When I called him on the phone, he told me; “ I am busy with my work. ” —
He told me he was busy with his work when I called him on the phone.
(3) A5 (HEAT) B Bl & 58 i (AT ) i,
He replied: “I have never thought about such things!” —
He replied that he had never thought about such things.
He said: “I have been teaching in this school for seven years. ” —
He said that he had been teaching in that school for seven years.
(4) — R SR I SO 45 R Bt
He answered: “I will go shopping with my girlfriend tomorrow. ” —
He answered that he would go shopping with his girlfriend the next day.
(5) B AT I B A 2K R AT I o
She shouted: “I will be waiting for you at the front gate of the cinema.” —
She shouted that she would be waiting for him at the front gate of the cinema.
3. WAIN A FRIBH R Z I E IR, Toie 3 A A al Rt 25, g s F — ARy .
The teacher said that the Earth travels round the Sun.
He had told me that the speed of light is much higher than that of sound.
4. AT ETRIAN N AR TR A TERS , NI SATEZL.
She said her father is still in operation. (b4l FEAKIREMEAR)
She told me that she is flying to Sydney next week. (BIFEMREE &)
He said he will be back tonight. ( BRFER KA [BIFK)

Prectice

Directions: There are 10 incomplete statements here. Complete each one by choosing the

appropriate word/words from the 4 choices.

1. The teacher told the children that the sun the center of the solar
system.
A.is B. was C. has been D. will be

.8 .



2. He said that his father to see him the next day.
A. was coming B. has been coming
C. has had D. shall come
3. He said that he usually before going to bed every day.
A. have read B. had read C. reads D. is reading
4. The retired teacher told me he in that school for 30 years.
A. teaches B. have taught
C. had taught D. have been taught
5.  She said she her study the same time the next day.
A. will do B. would do
C. would be doing D. did
6. Mariah said she well but now she is better.
A. was B.is C. would be D. will be
7. 1 thought Judy from the college by then.
A. will graduate ~ B. would graduate
C. had graduated D. would have graduated
8. The weather forecast said it tomorrow.
A. will rain B. would rain
C. was to rain D. shall rain
9. She often says that she a miserable life when she was young.
A.led B. leads C. will lead D. have lead
10. The philosopher said that handsome that handsome
A. was. . . did B. was. . . does
C.1is. .. does D. is. .. does
Writing
1% 71 ( Resume )
P AT

1. A~ N¥EHRHE8 4> (PERSONAL DATA) , Gl RIVE M4 MEH A4 A %
2. HFH 7 (EDUCATION) , B 3C TR Ji o , SR ERE B 2 8 RO [ HEF DU 5 3

185 5 = g et TR HE S IESFAR LT, AR BR R MR R E i Z BB BB R IR (F) ik,
ZEPREAME, WTTER , TRE N NELFRIERLEHE

3. TAR& , ZEr R HEF G BB I8 B 5 AT — R, B 2 HT e TR AL

B, HERPHE N TIERA YL KIEZR RS BALRAFR . B BRI,
KAEGHEE

4. TR R FIES , AR S RN FHES A
FER « B3R I R TE & TR ko



