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Abstract

When we study the educational reform of one country, the so-
cial mechanism of educational reform is a very important problem.
The social mechanism embodies the process and ways of interaction
between various departments, organizations and interest groups,
and how they influence and form the educational reform. The dis-
sertation reviewed the form of American educational reform in the
1960s, revealing the process that various departments, organiza-
tions and interest groups influenced and promoted educational re-
form by struggling and compromising so that we could find the social
mechanism of educational reform in modern America.

The decade of 1960s is a very troubled era, which various do-
mestic and external conflicts were fury. Americans were faced with
three problems; the Cold War, the Civil Rights Movement and the

poverty. This dissertation discussed the relationship between these



problems and educational reform from Chapter I to Chapter IIf.

Chapter 1 mainly studied the connection between the Cold War
and educational reform. The Cold War increased the importance of
science and technology in this country. No matter officials or com-
mon people placed great hopes on scientists. Scientists were the
sponsors of curriculum reform and held a leading position in the ed-
ucational reform movement. Americans brewed curriculum reform in
late of 1940s, and the Sputnik event became its “catalyst” in
1957. The media and the public voice added fuel to the flames.
James Conant integrated politics with education closely. His thought
had a great effect on American education reform.

Chapter 11 studied the relation between the Civil Right Move-’
ment and educational reform. Race interest groups played a positive
role in the struggle for abolishing race-segregated schools. African-
Americans had the equal ideology and the spirit of struggle. The ju-
dicial independence had been showed. In the landmark “Brown v.
Board of Education of Topeka” case, the federal supreme count ex-
erted the power of judicial review. Consequently, it changed the
course of modern American educational reform.

Chapter Il discussed the relation between “The War on Pover-
ty” and educational reform. “The Theory of Poverty Cultural ” and
The Heller Report argued the connection between “the poverty cir-
cles” and the level of education. So education became one of the
main measures of eliminating poverty. Different parties and different
races disputed the legislation outcomes of the program against pov-

erty— “The Economic Opportunity of Act” and “The Elementary



and Secondary Education Act” in the process of brewing. The edu-
cational reform for eliminating poverty presented the current that the
power of the Federation was strengthened. At the meanwhile, the
federal administrative departments and the legislation departments
play an important role in the educational reform movement.

On the basis of the forming process of educational reform
movement the dynamic preceding chapters showed, Chapter IV ana-
lyzed statically the social mechanism that helped to bring about the
educational reform of contemporary America. The forming process
showed that the occurrence of educational reform movement usually
connected with the important social problems and historical events.
Participants of educational reform are not only educators, but also a
lot of organizations, departments and interest groups in the whole
social system. Conflicts and compromises always occurred among
them, and they affected educational reform in their own ways. The
interactional process and ways of these elements constituted the so-
cial mechanism of educational reform. Pursuing interests and con-
flicting each other are the forever-active motives of every element of
the social mechanism. Restricting power by power is their magic
weapon. The educational reform was occurred in the process of con-
flicts and balances of these forces. The social mechanism of educa-
tional reform of contemporary American was shaped by some reasons

of formal system and informal system.

Key Words: America; educational reform; social mecha-

nism; the 1960s
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