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Abstract

Regional economic development discrepancy is one of universal-
ism and internationalism problems and has been a heated topic among
governments and organizations and scholars. Under the international
background of new economics and globalization and global industrial
restructuring and transferring, the discrepancy between the developed
and undeveloped countries is undertaking new transformation. Aimed
at the trend of the increasingly widening of regional discrepancy since
1990s, China has turned her regional development route from littoral-
oriented strategy and three belts strategy to regional harmonious strate-
gy, and now to scientific development, which is human-oriented ,
thorough, harmony and sustainable. Since the existing and widening
of the regional economic development discrepancy will bring great im-
pact on the economic sustainable development and social stabilization
of any country or any region, it should be attached great importance
to and carried deep research so as to search for settlement.

Combining with the relevant research development of regional
economy discrepancy from home and abroad, and from the viewpoint
of region, economy growth and the relationship between development
and discrepancy, this paper redefines the conception of regional
economic development discrepancy, and concludes the relevant theo-
ries and methods of regional economic development discrepancy. Based
on the above analysis, taking Jiangsu Province for an example, and

N



RBLHFRRERBE. FESKE

S R—

by the means of a number of economic discrepancy and polarization re-
cently developed measures, on the base of analysis of abroad and do-
mestic studies on regional economic discrepancy and polarization, this
paper makes qualitative and quantitative analysis of economic develop-
ment discrepancy and polarization, the structure of discrepancy
evolvement, comprehensive development discrepancy and the cause of
discrepancy, and offers the strategic suggestions of harmonious devel-
opment. The following conclusions has been found through research .
(1) Since the economic reforms of 1978 in China, the extended
trend appears in regional economic development discrepancy of Jiang-
su Province, but the range and trend that the economic development
discrepancy changes are different in different area and periods, it ex-
periences the period of “drop-rise-drop again-rise again” . With the
enlargement of the regional economy discrepancy and the strengthen of
regional economy polarization, regional economy discrepancy reached
the historical maximum in 2003 since reform and opening-up. (2)
There are close relationship between regional economic development
discrepancy of Jiangsu Province and the higher output value share and
the un-equilibrium distribution of the secondary industry. Regional
economic development discrepancy is mainly changed by concentration
effect and structure effect, and the former played a leading role. (3)
The enlargement of regional economic development discrepancy in
Jiangsu Province are mainly shown by the enlargement among
Suzhong, Sunan and Subei, also the enlargement among countryside
(county) . The intra-regional difference in Sunan is minimum, main-
ly shown as the discrepancy among the countryside. There are not
much discrepancy inside Suhzong and Sunan, mainly shown as the
discrepancy between city and countryside. (4) With the rapid pro-
2.
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gress of Jiangsu’s economy, the divergence can be found among Su-
nan, Suzhong and Subei, while convergence between cities and cou-
ntryside. Economic increases among cities and counties have different
contribution to the regional discrepancy convergence and diver-
gence. Four regional types are divided by the trends of all cities and
counties such as downwardly converging (cities), upwardly conver-
ging (countries), upwardly diverging (Sunan) and downwardly di-
verging (Suzhong and Subei) . (5) As to the inequality of regional
economic development, the area of northern Jiangsu shows stable and
rising undeveloped type, while Suzhong shows rising medium-devel-
oped type and Sunan shows stable and rapid zooming developed type.
(6) The main reasons of the formation and transformation of regional
economic discrepancy development are historical development basis,
geographic location condition, regional development police and strate-
gy, regional industrial structure and shift, villages and towns enter-
prises, level of economic globalization and degree of regional marketi-
zation. The regional market development, regional industrial structure
and shift and regional development police and strategy are the key fac-
tors to the widening of the regional economic development discrepancy
and enhancing of the regional polarization. (7) The nature of region-
al economic development discrepancy and polarization in Jiangsu Prov-
ince constitutes the objective foundation when Provincial Party com-
mittee and Provincial government set down the regional development
strategy for whole province. However, the historical transformation of
regional economic development discrepancy and polarization have driv-
en the adjustment and perfect of the regional development strategy. To
persist in the regional harmonious development strategy is key to settle
the regional economic development discrepancy and polarization in

. 3.



ReFRRERBIE. FHHEE5KiE

e T e——

Jiangsu Province. The strategy includes: achieving North-South link-
age by integration; enhancing North-South specialization and coopera-
tion by respectively exerting comparative advantages; Promoting the
construction of the two economic belts and the two projects by utilizing
location advantage; Pooling north and south develop by implementing
Subei’s development policies. Moreover, combined from the spatial in-
tegration, industrial integration, enterprise integration, new element
integration, policy integration and promoting Subei’s self-development
ability, etc, concrete countermeasures and measures of implementing
regional harmenious development are put forward.

As can be seen from the above, the main innovative viewpoints
are as follows: (1) the paper rescans and redefines the concept and
connotation of the regional economic development discrepancy, then
establishes a set of comparatively thorough evaluative indexes system.
(2) Based on foreign relevant research methods on regional economic
development discrepancy and polarization in recent years, this paper
quantitively evaluates the collective level and transformation characters
of regional economic discrepancy and polarization in Jiangsu Province
since the reform and opening. (3) Applying regression analysis and
regional separation index method, the paper carried out quantitively
comparative analysis on the causes of formation of regional economic
development discrepancy and polarization in Jiangsu Province since

the reform and opening.

Keywords: regional economic development, discrepancy, po-
larization, industrial structure, spatial structure, integrated assess-

ment, agents, harmonious development, Jiangsu province.
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