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Senior Oral English Course

Unit One

Practice Makes Perfect

Do cats need to learn to catch

Pk fifi bl 53 AL DE

mice? Can dogs teach cats the skills

to catch mice? Are there really any
shortcuts to the mastery of mouse-catching
skills? These silly questions may not seem
so silly when we think of our English learn-
ing. Any similarities? Yes! First, like
mouse-catching, the ability to use a lan-
guage is a kind of skill rather than knowl-
edge. A skill is picked up by practic-

ing instead of knowing. No one can

really teach you how to use Eng-
lish. You acquire the ability by practicing. So “Practice makes per-
fect” should become our motto. Secondly, some short-
cuts exist in language learning. Proper guidance saves
your efforts and leads you toward your goal
in less time.



Part One gz//i/g le Speak

1. Introductory Passage

Tips on English Learning

Read the following passage.
Underline the important viewpoints while reading.

Learning a language means learning a skill, not acquiring knowledge. You
test your command of a foreign language by your ability to perform in it, not
by how much you know about it. Performance refers to your ability to under-
stand, speak, read and write. Knowledge refers mainly to grammar rules and
vocabulary. :

The best way to give up smoking is to stop smoking cigarettes: and the
best way to eat less is to start eating less. The best way to read an article is to
read it. Avoid reading anything that is too 4 ‘
difficult for you. Reading should be a plea-
sure, so the texts should be within your
range. Reading a newspaper is the best
thing you can do to improve your English.
Don’t give yourself too much reading so
you become discouraged. Read a little
from a newspaper every day. It will put
you in touch with a whole range of sub-
jects in good modern English. Read as
widely as you can. You don’t want to read
pieces which are mainly about language

_2
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and language learning, try to read articles in general magazines, either local or
international.

There are two kinds of vocabulary: receptive and productive. Receptive
vocabulary refers to the words you can recognize and understand but can’t
necessarily use. Productive vocabulary refers to the words you know and can
use with confidence. If you read enough, you will find that you will acquire a
large vocabulary without needing to turn to the dictionary all the time.

If you are reading an argument, make notes on the points “for” and
“against”. Once you have these notes, use them to give a little talk in English
which attempts to recreate what you have just read. Alternatively, use the
notes to “say the text to yourself” as a mental exercise. You will soon get into
the habit of not only reading in English, but thinking in English as well. Thinking
in a foreign language is an indispensable requirement of fluency.

Writing a summary of something you have read is excellent practice.

Keeping a diary is an excellent way of improving your written English for
the following reasons: 1) It is constant practice. 2) You are writing about the
true experience. 3) Writing a diary gives you constant practice in three writing
styles: narration, description and reflection.

It’s totally pointless learning grammar for its own sake. Any communica-
tive or practical use of English is better than that. Whatever you do, don’t
study grammar in isolation.

2. Talk about It

As students learning English for more than a decade, you must have a lot
of experience as well as doubts on how to learn English well. Think of your
doubts and ask your partner for advice. The following questions and answers
may serve as a hint.

1) How to begin learning English:

First, you must have your purpose of learning English in your mind. Do
you want to improve your oral English or written English or do you learn it for
the purpose of passing the tests? Second, what level are you at? Are your
English intermediate? Lower or advanced? Third, choose the way to learn
English in accordance with your time and finance. Do you want to learn
English by self-teaching, taking English classes or English courses on the
radio, TV or even online courses on the Internet, or by using English
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software? All roads lead to Rome. In short, you must study hard and persist in
learning constantly for a year or two.

2) How to memorize new words:

New words should be mastered in several ways. First, pronunciation; if
you want to pronounce the word correctly, you’d better listen to it first and
practice it again and again by imitation. Second, spelling; if you want to mem-
orize how to spell the word, you’d better learn some knowiedge of word
building and pronunciation rules. Third, meaning and use; if you want to know
the exact meaning and use of the word, you’d better learn it through context
(L F ) and reading. Finally, you should work hard on it.

3) How to improve reading comprehension:

First, look at the title of the passage if there is one. You can get the gen-
eral idea of the passage. Then pay attention to the first and last sentences of
each paragraph of the passage. You can get the main idea of the paragraphs.
Third, go through the context, and you can guess the meaning of the new
words that you have come across. Finally, note the style and tone in order to
understand the writer’s implication in meaning.

4) How to improve your speaking:

You can only improve your speaking through practice. First, don’t think
too much of grammar when you are talking. If you cannot produce the whole
sentence, then just speak the key words, but you must make them clear and
correct. Second, pay attention to the different rhythms (¥ %) between Eng-
lish and Chinese. We Chinese tend to stress the words equally, while the
English words in the sentence tend to be stressed quite differently. The words
with important information are normally stressed. Last, try to use your ges-
tures and your facial expressions to go with your verbal communication.

5) How to improve your listening:

There is no shortcut to improving listening. But the following tips may
help you. First, you should have the right pronunciation of the words in your
mind to learn to pronounce them correctly. Then, when you listen, try to
catch the meaning of the sentence but not the separate meanings of the
words; that is, do not concentrate on words too much but on the meaning as
a whole. Third, pay attention to the liaison (i£1i%), loss of explosion (% 4 %&.#%)
and assimilation (R 4&) of the words. Lastly, pay attention to the stressed
words and guess the meaning through the intonation.
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6) How to improve your translation skiils:

First, learning some basic rules for translation. Then you must have a
good command of both English and Chinese. Finally, you must practise,
practise and once more practise. You can refer to some bilingual magazines,
“English World” for example. You practise translation from Chinese to English
and vice versa (R Z 7 & ). Then you have some comparison with their
translation. After some period of practice, you will make a great progress. Al-
ways keep in mind that “ Practice makes perfect”.

7) How to learn English verb tenses:

First, pay attention to the adverbial of time, if there is one in the sen-
tence. Different adverbials of time indicate the use of different tense. Second,
attach importance to the meaning of the predicate verb. Some verbs tend to
be used in a certain tense. For example, “| like music”. The word “like” tends
to be used in simple present tense. Third, note the context; it will give you
hints to use a certain tense. Finally, you’d better do some exercises in order
that you have some sense of using English tense.

8) How to buy a good English dictionary:

Nowadays, there are so many different kinds of dictionaries. Find the
right kind of dictionary that you are looking for a desk or pocket dictionary,
momolingual or bilingual, English to Chinese only or bidirectional. Then you’d
better find out who the publisher is. Is it well-known? A lot of good
dictionaries are published by well-known publishers such as the Oxford and
Cambridge in UK and the Commercial Press and the Foreign Language
Teaching and Research Press in China. Besides, how many copies has it been
published? Let’s say“The more, the better”. What do you think of the printing
quality of the dictionary? And so on.

3. Think about It ﬂ
Listen to the following passage and try to fill in the missing information.
One important thing in learning a foreign language is that, | would say,
you have to discount your native language. Interference from (1)
is the biggest barrier to language acquisition. You have

(2) the habits you have acquired in your native language
in order (3) the habits you need to speak a foreign lan-
guage. This is very difficult and (4) the different foreign

S
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varieties of English you hear round the world (Frenglish, Spanglish, Chinglish,

etc.). The native language (5)

in your English learning and

“interfering” with your acquisition. Interference occurs in all areas: (6)

, grammar, vocabulary as well as (7)
and ways of problem-solving. Even (8)

among nations are

often the direct product of this kind of interference.

Related Words and Phrases
% 5] 75 ik learning strategy

# 42 B % crucial factor

% 5 %% R learning results

% 42 B % internal factors

% 5] A & learning attitude

5k 42 B % external factors

¥4% M uniqueness

% 3] Zh#L learning motivation

# 5 & % 3] passive learning
R E B4 5 3 active learning
%4549 diligent

#4134 & have fun with learning
# 71 potential

B 1% self-confidence

%% 71 competence

3% 4232 & broaden one’s knowledge
{& 4% underestimate

7H MY negative

3 3% K- English proficiency

+& 1 intonation

4% score

i# %~ perfect score

3% / 4% score high/low
#4% imitation

¥ 5] preview

h& %ﬂ gm %6

% ¥ focus on

# A F textbook

# i put forward

2+ %,3% compare notes

J2 44 induction, inducing

R4 deduction, deducing

I B inference, inferring

#4& generalization

£ 3% & 4% let one’s attention wander in
class

% i% %% 4~ strike a balance between work
and rest

F# discipline

#RAZ course

%454 required/ compulsory course

#14-4% elective/optional course

F #iR basic course

#hi¢ intensive reading

#Zif extensive reading

AR audio-visual course

# ¥ % teaching methodology

F 1% major/specialize in

% department

% % 4£ dean/chairperson of the depart-
ment



# A& course representative

% IR ¥ add slip

#7 % freshman

Z S48 % % sophomore

ZH5% % 4 junior

w4 5 4 senior

X % # undergraduate

5 A& graduate student

A 3 % B graduate school

# IR R teaching and administrative staff
#4% professor

& #4% associate professor

#FJF instructor, lecturer

Bh # teaching assistant

¥4% academic degree

L%+ B.A./Bachelor of Arts

# %%+ B.S./Bachelor of Science

L F A+ M.A./Master of Arts
#Z#H+ M.S./Master of Science

% ## -+ Ph.D./Doctor of Philosophy
L# MWL Lit(t).D./Doctor of Literature
1 44 visiting scholar

Related Sentences

iwfj{ﬁ Practice Makes Perfect

FEHIR visiting / guest professor
P #3X mid-term exam

B K %% final exam

FF £ #3X open-book test

3%, oral exam

& interview

#M% make-up exam

HAeF 4K sit for an exam
AVEHE e F 653 % cribsheet
Y3 cheat on a test

M B test

DB quiz

F 2 credit

F R # L term paper

B 3 3 thesis

%% take/check attendance, call the roll
%|! Here/Yes!

#: /% absent

#R skip

iR E B 2 get called on
#M43IT K show slides

1) 4R # 3 % 57 & 4 #7 How are you getting with your studies?
247, % 5 & 72, Could be better but not bad.
2) % 3 F&wts Fota.s , Study demands patience and persistence.
3) A% 4w 77 % HE 45 69 84 1] ? How do you arrange your time/ make your schedule?
4) IR R REARAE &AL A, You should know better than to expect such quick results.
5) AT & R 5k 2B AL 69 4 7 . Nothing can distract his attention.
6) B, 51, BH A, T FAEAE, Try, ty, try and never say die.
7) AT TREEHF =T . Now Ding Ding has fallen back to the last but one.
8) — /AR F I F kst F b — A AH R —R &4 . One man’s study method does

not always apply to another.
9) # 4k £ 3% , Practice makes perfect.
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Task 1 Make a Speech

) ﬁf‘&\ Imagine that you are on a TV interview introducing your English learning ex- .

i+ perience. Make a speech on one of your most successful experience. For example: &

Speaking good English isn’ t difficult if you are ready to spend time on it and
have more patience. In order t0 make it, all you have to do is to conquer some
200-300 sentence patterns and about 2,000 words. This is absolutely mot
nonsense. If you read any situational oral English textbook and try to coliect all
the useful words and sentence patternms from it, you’ll know what I am saying
here is definitely correct! Like I said, all you have to do is to spend time on it
and have patience. And your learning habit needs to be changed a little bit, Once
you have decided to do so, stick to it and you’ll succeed in no time! My advice
here goes: A situational oral English textbook with tapes is the end solution for
your conquering oral English and with no extra cost anymore. It can help you
with your pronunciation and let you have the sense you meed when you are
speaking English. Furthermore, you can have all the practical sentence patterns
and words together. Using language is one of the most important rules which you
need to bear im mind. I mever doubt that you can remember tem or more
sentences a day, but without using them, they are not yours. And you’ll forget
them soom as time goes by. Writing daily journal or participating in some topics is

a good way to practise English. Writing means a lot, because it allows you
enough time to think. You won’t have this in real situation. I am sure that you
can say whatever you can write. Because the source is the same. I hope you’ |l feel
the same way.

Task 2 Give Your Opinions

‘. “\\'@c&\“’w How do you practise your oral English? Do you use any of the following

' tips? If yes, specify which tip is helpful to you and describe how you do it in
. detail. If no, explain your own tip to your parther or the whole group.

1. We study spoken English so as to make oral communication, so this order
of oral English study should be followed: Fluency, Accuracy, and Appropri-

P - - )
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ateness. That is to say, we have to pay more attention to practical com-
munication ability instead of only laying emphasis on the grammatical cor-
rectness.

2. Try to find some partners practising oral English together and English corner
is a good place where we may exchange English study experience, widen
our sight and foster interest in English.

3. If English partners are not easy to get, then we have to create an English
environment ourselves by speaking English to ourselves.

4. This method is very effective and easy to insist on—interpreting Chinese-
English novels or books. First we read the Chinese parts and try to interpret
them into English and then compare our interpretation with the original
versions in the novels or books so that we can find out the mistakes,
shortcomings and progresses in our interpretation.

5. Oral composition and 3-minute training method: This method is suitable for
intense training. Make an oral composition about a certain topic for one
minute the first time and record the composition on the tape at the same
time. Then listen to the composition and find room for improvement. And
make the same composition for two minutes for the second time and also
record it. And at last repeat the above process and expand the composition
to three minutes.

6. Retelling exercise: Retell some articles or English stories in our own words.

7. If possible, we may read some English tongue twisters loudly and quickly
with one or two cakes of candy in our mouth (just as the Chinese cross-talk
actors do) to train our oral cavity muscle and tongue suitable for English
pronunciation. For example
¥ A big black bug bit the back of a big black bear. The big black bear bit

back the big black bug.
7 Cat, Cat, catch that fat rat on that mat!
% This fish is a fish that has a thinner fin than that fish.
¥ Father and Mother gathered the butter they purchased at the grocer’s

together.
% A pleasant place to place a plaice is a place where a plaice is pleased
to be placed.
¥ She sells seashells on the seashore.
Helpful Not Helpful Never Try
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8. Paying more attention to phrases and small words: One major shortcoming
of Chinese English (especially Chinese oral English) is that Chinese students
tend to use big words in their oral language. But the idiomatic oral English is

. abundant with short, active and vivid phrases. And most of such phrases
are made of small words.

Task 3 Brainstorm Crazy Expressions

. S

i@i@‘&@ Read the following poem with your partner and brainstorm other crazy

+  expressions, either in Englieh or Chinese.

English Is a Crazy Language

There is no egg in the eggplant {#iF).

No ham in the hamburger.

And neither pine nor apple in the pineapple GE%).
English muffins(#A%&) were not invented in England.
French fries were not invented in France.

We sometimes take English for granted.

But if we examine its paradoxes (818 &) we find that
Quicksand takes you down slowly,

Boxing rings are square

And a guinea (JLRIE) pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig.

If writers write, how come fingers don’t fing?

If the plural of tooth is teeth,

Shouldn’t the plural of phone booth (Z5) be phone beeth?

If the teacher taught, why didn’t the preacher (¥7#%) praught?

Why do people recite (&%) at a play, yet play at a recital (JEZE<)?
Park ({2%) on driveways and drive on parkways?

You have to marvel (ffi%#) at the unique lunacy (3T B EEEARE) |
Of a language where a house can burn up as it burns down.

10



