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PREFACE

“The New Period” is the most historic period
in present history of China, which has a span of
twenty — six years from October 1976 to now.
People are used to considering 1992, from which
the market economy system was established, as
the beginning of the later new period. The terms
like “white or black cat, wading through one river
step by step, reform and opening policy, seeking
truth from facts”, are the most familiar, pro-
found, exciting and popular to the people in the
new period. It is just these words that have
changed all aspects of present Chinese society and
sped up the modernization process of present Chi-
ma. Great changes and turns have taken place in
Chinese society and history. In the meanwhile,
great fusion and collision between Chinese and for-
eign cultures have their own look. In this big
background, children’ s literature of China, as a
necessary part of contemporary literature of China,
has great changes and progress. When it comes to
children’ s literature of China, we can firmly say
that the new period is the time during which chil-
dren’s literature of China has the fastest develop-
ment, the greatest changes, the most remarkable
achievements and the most valuable subject to dis-
cuss. Children’s literature in the new period pro-
vides us with plenty of connotation of study.

The first thing is the change of conceptions.
Concentrating on children is the biggest change

of childre n’sliterature in the new period. Children’s
literature used to concentrate on the adult’s will and
educational aim, but now, it concentrates on chil-
dren, in other words, on the services and acceptance
of children, which is a big change. Because of this,
children’ s literature in the new period has exceeded
the idea of considering the children’ s literature as a
tool only to enlighten children, followed by a series of
academic ideas and basic conceptions of the right spirit
of children’ s literature. For example, the writers of
children’s literature are the builders of national char-
acters in future. There are three levels of children’s
literature, three motives of children’s literature, dou-
ble - logic fulcrum of children’s literature, children a-
gainst the tendency of becoming children and the a-
like, the motif about how the children’s literature de-
velops, and so on. Generally speaking, children’ s
literature in the new period has experienced three
stages: ocoming back to literature itself, children
themselves and the real writing of writers, but the
core is to let children’s literature really belong to chil-
dren and help children construct their own spiritual
world. Coming back to children is the high — flutter-
ing aesthetic flag of children’ s literature of China in
the new period, which will greatly influence the de-
velopment of spiritual character, cultural mentality,
aesthetic acoomplishment and rational quality of the
next generation. In the process, our own value and

artistic consciousness are gained. This is all the value



and practical significance of the conceptual change and
deep expansion.

The second thing is the initiative conscicusness.

Initiative is surmounting, transcendence, ad-
venture and practice. And it is also energy and dy-
namic of literature. Initiative, as the proud quality
that only exists in the human beings, can make
anyone give off light just like an angle, illuminate
oneself, others, life, spirit, novels, fairy tales,
poems and prose. It is just like Yan Wenjing’ s
never — resting “ Song of Little Stream” , detour-
ing “The Port Where Next Ship Will Sail Off”,
decoding “ The Secrets of Precious Calabash™ dili-
gently, bringing children’ s literature a great deal
of pleasure and gains. Of all writers for children in
the new period, Cao Wenxuan sticks to the classi-
cal literature and follows the eternal Thatched Cot-
tage. Qin Wenjun has a realistic and moving The
Whole Story of A Boy Named Jia Li. Dong
Hongyou has The Dream of One Hundred Chinese
Children with different genres. Ban Ma has The
Fish’ s Imagination. Shen Shixi has a new — look
animal story The Red Milch Goat . Zhen Chunhua
has the initiative Big — headed Son and Small -
headed Father , and so on. All kinds of lively, e-
motional — expressed, small — handed fairy tales,
interactive medium, poems for children have ap-
peared. The themes of writings for children are
rich and fashionable. The illusive literature, hu-
morous children’s literature, the life — state litera-
ture, the youthful circumstance literature, the cir-

cumstance literature for children, youthful self —
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depicting literature all set up flags of initiative.
The initiative consciousness provides children’s lit-
erature in the new period with spiritual resource for
its development.

The third thing is the growth of medium.

Before the new period, China, under the pain of
Cultural Revolution, had only two publishing houses
for children, 20 writers for children and more than
200 editors for children’s literature. Each year more
than 200 kinds of readings for children had been pub-
lished, but most of them were reprints of the old
books. In the new period, initiative is felt and seen
everywhere. Great changes have taken place in the
writing, compiling and publications of Children’s Lit-
erature of China. China has now become a strong
country of children’ s literature. Now let’ s read a
group of numbers. In 2001, Writers Association of
China had 6, 442 members, including S00 writers
for children’s literature. There were up to 3, 000 if
the writers in the writers’ associations at provincial
level were added, of whom over 1, 000 members
were backbones. Now China has 31 publishing houses
for children (except for Taiwan, Hong Kong and
Macao). In addition, there are over 130 publishing
houses, especially educational publishing houses at
provincial level which have their own editorial depart-
ments for children. In 2000, a total of 7, 004 kinds
of books were published, reaching 168, 000, 000
copies and 6, 353, 000, 000 sheets (According to
Wu Shangzhi in the Comment on Chinese Books, the
Eleventh Issue 2001). What great changes and en-

couraging numbers! It is especially pointed out that
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we publish children’ s literature and readings not only
traditionally by paper, but also by Internet, audio,
movies and TV. The whole widespread methods have
- greatly promoted and ensured the development of chil-
dren’s literature, letting millions and millions of little
readers enjoy freedom and pleasure of reading.

The last thing is the regional differences.

Because of historical, cultural and economic
reasons, the eastern areas, especially Beijing,
Shanghai, Jiangsu, Zhejiang and some other
coastal provinces, have better publications for chil-
dren’s readings than the western ones. With social
changes and economic development in the new pe-
riod, complex and deep changes have taken place
in China. Diversified economic composition and
material benefit, diversified living styles, diversi-
fied society — organizing methods and diversified
working positions and styles have appeared. All
these changes have brought new connotations,
new themes and new resources to the contempo-
rary literature, including children’ s literature, of
course. In the same time they also have greatly
changed writers and publications for children’s lit-
erature. Especially in the late 1990s, these
changes have been more and more clearly seen
since the strategy of Go— West Campaign. Now it
is hard to tell which region in children’s literature
is stronger. Beijing, Shanghai, Jiangsu and Zhe-
jiang develop with other regions. The gap between
them is getting narrower and narrower. In the late
1980s, the mainland and Taiwan began to com-
municate each other. In 1997, Hong Kong was

returned, so was Macao in 1999. The continuous
exchanges among them have greatly promoted the
mutual development of children’s literature in Chi-
na. They are the most important results and gains
in children’s literature in the new period.

It is unsatisfactory that we have this or that dif-
ficulty in children’s literature. For instance, thereis a
tendency that writers for children’ s literature are
growing fewer and fewer. Another bottleneck is that
we lack researchers on the theory of children’s litera-
ture and we have not enough organizations to publish
children’ s readings. The most disappointing is that
children’s literature in colleges and universities has not
its own degree, a third ~ class subject subordinate to
the second — class subject of Chinese contemporary lit-
erature. In Chinese colleges and universities there are
a total of over 20 teachers who teach children’s litera-
ture, that’s to say, less than one in each province.
Each time it is mentioned, experts will be sad and
disappointed. It’ s useless complaining about them.
Just as an old saying goes, everything will be better.

In brief, children’s literature in the new peri-
od has opportunity, challenge, development and
hope. Any success in children’ s literature is up to
our practical work instead of empty talk. We
should devote ourselves to the healthy spirit of our
next generation of the Chinese nation. Children
are the future of life and hope of mankind. I'm
firmly convinced that the cause of children’s litera-

ture will have a very bright future.

Wang Duangon
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