Soil Forest’s Impression
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Meditation of Soil Forest
By Dan Zeng
Feb. 2006

According to an ancient Chinese Myth, Nuwa, the Goddess of Sky-patching, created men with earth, since then
earth has close relation with human beings. Although there are not many touching stories associated with earth
which transcended modern society, according to traditional Chinese Wuxing, earth is one of the five elements
comprising the universe. Without earth, plants would not grow and men would stop breeding, which explains why
we always feel grateful and respectful when confronting the earth.

Viewing earth from the plainest philosophical point of view, it would be very difficult to link it with any fanciful
or intoxicated emotional response. But the miracle of nature always surprises us. About 1.7 million years ago, the
land where one of the oldest human species the Yuanmou Man used to reside, is a wonderful world created with
earth and gradually became known as the Yuanmou Earth Forest. In this mysterious and charming Forest, beauty,
elegance, splendor and masculinity of earth are interpereted vividly by nature with its heavenly power. The majestic
view and ever-changing landscapes have outlined an imposing and unique picture .

For thousands of years, although the Forest has not been favored by poets of letters, it now attracts beauty-thirsty
eyeballs with its uniqueness and mystery. In May 2004, along with the shooting of the film “The Promise”, the
Yuanmou Earth Forest attracts more and more attention from the public and becomes the first choice for many film
producers when shooting outdoor sceneries. After its global debut, the Forset gets hotter than ever and becomes a
popular tourist attraction spot. In this way, the Forest could unfold it’s splendor in front of the world.

Among all the attention, an officer, Zangyuejun, Commander of Yunnan Chuxiong Military Subdistrict, with his
unique view depicted the wonder of the Forest with his camera. Zang has been serving the army for more than 30
years, during which time he has managed to leave his footprints all over the red soil in Yunnan Province. Beautiful
and enchanting sceneries bewitch and capture him. After a full day’s work, he will take up his paint brush and
camera to capture every beautiful moment of the nature and express his sensibility towards nature.

The Album includes his work since Zang has assumed office in Chuxiong.In his spare time,he would go to
the Forest to capture primitive beauty, treading through the thorns, climbing up the cliff, or even waiting days
and nights for the subtle fluctuation of the shades of clouds, sunrises and sunsets, Each picture is not only his
interpretation or memory of the earth forest, but also his meditation on earth, as well as his reflection on the
relationship between man and nature, man and earth, man and history and man and future.

I believe this Album will satisfy people with the beauty of the Yuanmou Earth Forest by visually experiencing the
thickness and mystery of earth,
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do I realize what is glory.
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It is a childhood vague dream,
could we collect these color-
ful memories scattered on the
grassland?
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Having experienced countless samsara and endur-
ances, I still call for the sun whole-heartedly for the
benefit of the man and the earth.
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When sands flow away,
what is left are bony struc-
tures; when the sun evades
away, what is left is eter-
nity. Only, the flute is vi-
brating, leaving a bundle
of high tones.
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Gazing at the welkin, are you thinking of the wind
through the Tanggula Mountains or the thunder-
storms from the Asian Sea? Or are you wondering
if it is them who created your splendor, or even it is
you who reflect their greatness?




