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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part
in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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Terra-cotta Jar (Neolithic Age)
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF HANZHONG

Located within the upper reaches of the Hanjiang
River at the southern foot of the Qinling Ridge
in South Shaanxi Province, Hanzhong belonged
to the Liangzhou Prefecture in ancient times, was
called Zhounan and Nanzheng in the Western
Zhou Dynasty, and was established as the
Hanzhong Prefecture in the Warring States
Period. Now the city has an area of 27,000 square
km and a population of 3.72 million. Having a
warm and humid climate in the territory, it has
numerous rivers with the Hanjiang River among
them traversing through the whole region, and
has been reputed as the “Heavenly Han™ since
ancient times.

In the year BC 451, Duke Ligong of the Qin State established the
Nanzheng City here; the Eastern Han Dynasty moved the Hanzhong
prefecture seat to Nanzheng: and the city was renovated in succes-
sion in the later Tang, Song, Ming and Qing dynasties. Over the
past 2500 years, the Hanzhong City, though going through all the
vicissitudes, has not been moved from its original address, and has
still preserved its north-south and east-west crisscross -
shaped block pattern, which has thirteen blocks inside
the city and four gates in the city wall with four-gate
regions outside the city, and is in a total area of 3.5
square km. The citizen houses of Hanzhong are mostly
three-yard and four-yard in-depth quadrangles of a
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Black Pottery Jar(Neolithic Age)

through-jointed frame structure with storied pa-
vilions and rooms built upon them, and with
hundreds and thousands of them built in depen-
dence on each other to form an integral whole.
In the lowland places, waters gather to form
lakes, with pavilions, terraces, towers and sto-
ried rooms arranged among them, to contrast
each other finely with the flowers and trees on
the lakeshores. In 1994, the State Council listed
Hanzhong as a Historical and Cultural City of
Fame of the State.

Hanzhong has a rich accumulation of culture,
there were ancient human beings living around
Mount Liangshan southwest of the city in the
Paleolithic period. There are over 200 historical and cultural remains
sites within the territory, among which those left behind from the
Western Han, Eastern Han and Three Kingdom periods are espe-
cially famous. Liu Bang the King of Han treated worthy men with
courtesy here, with Xiao He trailing Han Xin to call him back un-
der the moonlight; and Liu Bang, building the altar to appoint him
the general as well as pretending to advance along the
Cliffside Plank Road while secretly going through
Chencang, finally succeeded in establishing his dy-
nasty career of four hundred years. The names of
Hanzhong-Han Dynasty-Han Nationality-Han lan-
guage come down in one direct line of evolution, and
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are of a remote source with long stream in con-
tinuaus reproduction of endless succession. In the
Three Kingdoms Period, the historical famous
plays of Liu Bei and Cao Cao’s contending for
hegemony at Mount Dingjunshan, Huangzhong
the old general's flaunting his superiority and Yang
Xiu the accomplished scholar’s acting as scape-
goat as well as Zhuge Liang's opening the prefec-
ture of the Mianyang, devoting himself to the ut-
most and passing away in harness, and leaving
his last words of having himself buried back at !

Pottery Ware, the Model of Quadrangle

Mount Dingjunshan were presented one scene
after another. Extensively Reputed Duke Zhang
Qian the pioneer of the “Silk Road”, Li Gu the
famous minister of the Eastern Han Dynasty re-
puted as the “Plough Star Mouthpiece”, Zheng Zizhen the Gukou
Hermit and so on are all the forerunners of Hanzhong's culture. The
Bao-Xie Path Stone Gate is the earliest man-made through-mountain
tunnel in our country; and the Han-Wei precipice inscriptions on the
cliffs are worthy to be called the gem of the State. The regional culture
of Hanzhong has its own unique charm with profound and far-reach-
ing influence, the fervent and excited guangguang opera and the el-
egant and quiet erhuang opera spreading southward to Hunan and
Guangdong Provinces as well as westward to Sichuan and Yunnan
Provinces, to pass their know-how and valuable art to energetically
boost the development of local traditional Chinese operas, which has
been spoken approvingly by people up to now.

Hanzhong is a tourist city with fine scenery. Mount Bashan presents
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itself south of the city as a screen, with peaks
contending for elegance and mists and clouds
appearing like pictures. Peaks of Qinling Ridge
line north of the city, with ancient trees in their
myriads, tall bamboos covering all the sky and
streams flowing gently. Here is the largest trea-
sury of animal and plant resources in our
country, and is the homeland of the rare animals
of crested ibises, giant pandas, golden monkeys,
takins and so on. The Changging Natural
Reserve, Crested Ibises Habitat Reserve, Tiantai
Forest Park and other State-level scenic areas

(Eastern Han Dynasty)

have become the famous ecological sites of tour-

ism attraction.

Having long been reputed as the "Little South
of the Yangtze River in Northwest", Hanzhong is rich in fatty fish
and fragrant lotus roots, rice and wheat of two harvests and other
produce, and has been the commercial and trade center in the region
of South Shaanxi Province, North Sichuan Province and South Gansu
Province. Since the beginning of the reforming and opening up, leap-
ing-forward development has been seen in economic construction
and social undertakings, with society being stable in peace and people
enjoying a good and prosperous life.

Having stepped into the new era, the famous historical and cultural
city of Hanzhong is making headway to the target of becoming a
prosperous tourist city and an economically strong city in the neigh-
boring region of Shaanxi Province, Gansu Province, Sichuan Prov-

ince and Hubei Province.
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ANCIENT HAN TERRACE
Standing on the East Revenue in the downtown area, it is
one of the remains of the three Western Han sites, and is
said to be the ruins of the Temporary Dwelling Palace of Liu
Bang the Emperor Gaozu of the Han Dynasty. Seven meters
high, the terrace is of magnificent appearance in the style of

ancient garden building. Now it is the address of the

Hanzhong City Museum.
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THE RIVERSIDE TOWER
In the northern courtyard of the Ancient Han
Terrace, it was first built in the Southern Song
Dynasty, and is also called the “Heavenly Han
Tower”. With three tiers of overlapped eaves of
unique molding, its roof is of varied styles with
distinct local features, and is a symbolic ancient

building of Hanzhong.

fiB  The Stone Carving
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The Riverside Tower
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East Stone Wall of the Ancient Han Terrace




