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I am keen on shooting pictures:
Simple and honest people’ s customs,

Profound local-style houses,
And the wild nature.
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I love these people:
I like, also respect those scholars
who are careful and persistent and have
great learning in various realms, and
the kind-hearted people
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I love tea:Wuyi rock tea

I like drinking Wuyi rock tea in a peaceful environment in private.
And I can feel the flavor of the nature existing in the tea the moment
I am drinking. It seems that she like the tranquility, too.

Wuyi rock tea is one of the best oolong teas which has her won
personality but is tender and deeper in flavor which is worth recollecting.
Every time, I savor a little and stop to feel the flavor dancing on the
surface of the tongue, and then try another sip, and stop again-: - slowly

the great taste appears a little.
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The Flavor of Wuyi Rock Tea
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“Fresh tea
leaves are plucked
evenly by female
tealeaves pickers
with baskets in their
hands before Grain
Rain (the 6th of the
24 solar terms).” In
early May, 1997, the
very time of teale
-aves plucking, I
came to Wuyishan for
shooting a series
pictures of Wuyi rock
Tea! Unexpectedly I
fell in love with
the great tea! Since
then I began to have
feelings for her. Espe cially since 1 was
transferred to Wuyishan city from “North Fu
Jian Daily” in August, 1998 my emotion for
the rock tea has been on the increase.

I have almost been to every corner
of the Wuyi Mountain since 1999, and
I often pluck and drink Wuyi rock Tea
with the local tea culture scholars,
tea growers, tea business men and the
tea friends. We are always immersed in
Especi
-ally in one early spring day of 2003,
I interviewed an expert on the rock tea,

the happiness of the activities.

Mr. Yao Yueming, who is a respectable,
amiable and old lovely man who saidt
hatit has been already more than 50
years since he came to Wuyishan city
in 1953 (when he graduated from the
tea professionof Anhui University
and when he was 21 years old). From then
on I have been hearinghis warm words
about the Wuyi rock tea with strong Su
Zhou accent now and then, which really
benefits me a great deal.
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As the saying goes “A person in a favorable
position gains special advantage.” I'm
living in Wuyishan city—the World Cultur
—-al and ’\aturdl Herltage Sites, so I can gain

fresh mellow,

smooth and deep and full of the charm from
the deep mountains and rosy rocks.

I have been in love with tea for 10 years
(I started drinking tea from 1995, and
in 1997 1 started drinking Wuyi rock tea) ;
but the love for tea must be my second favo
-rite compared with my love for shooting
pictures. I think the two great habits of
mine will accompany me in my whole life.

The wonderful features of the tea lie
in the fact that:” «-+it should be plucked inthe
right time, baked with right skills, boiled
in the right way,and drunk in moderation.
:ralthough I was shocked by its fame, I know
it is more than that. So I take time savoring
it slowly to find more than its taste; when it
is empty, the cup is still smelling fragrant,
rious vegetations, excellent water, soil,

air, favorable temperatureand humidity....
around the tea garden). Besides the above
requirements, each of the procedures such
as fresh tealeaves picking, carrying,

processing (including procssing skills and
the tea masters’ abundant experiences) and
the effective storage must be carried out very
carefully. Only after meeting the above basic
requirements, can we produce and store the
good tea.




C T PR R, RIERKIFAER” . 98T to 100T),
“HERBE, MANPT .M -WEKERE, A0 also the sk

g AR, 76 8 R G T R I time and so on.When
1 lllll l 5 i EK H 7 I_L ) you really grasp

MW KL E TR, phiir A 4 JR 47 these important
3 2 2t points, you can

,\[} g “ N & il 98 (e ‘ G

SRR ) Kk (HBAK98C—100T) . ¥ St o

T I [i] 45 4% . ﬁf»}h%f\?ﬁ@ﬂ’d “WR” BlfiJG, 4 the true taste

AE ). il — W AR R K e s
rock tea.
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There are various types of tribut
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e R o from Wuyi is the best whose flavor is
*71\1”.1» ﬂﬁ“&i/xa‘ﬁiﬁlo ﬁ)@%&[’%%ﬁ%:»]xéml fresh, smooth and with the spirit from
the rock. It is as good as Kui
Hua (used to be the best tea),
he tea tree growing on the top
of the Jie Sun Peak must get a
new lease of life.” These vers
-es are the feelings of Emperor
Qian Long (Qing Dynasty) after
he savored the Wuyi rock tea.
I think I’ d better show my fri
—-ends around the Wuyi Mountains
before we drink the tea, so
that we can understand the sp
-ecial place where on earth
the rock tea which possesses
the charm of rock spirit in the
deep mountains of the south of
the Chang jiang River is growing.
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“Living far away from the city makes me quiet;
making the tea with the clean spring makes the
tea fragrant” “Good tea matches the elegant tea
set and brings the best to each other.” When the
great tea is produced, before making the tea,
you must choose the suitable tea-making uten
-sil, water and the wonderful environment,also you must
make a good tempe-rature of the water (boiled water
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Exploration of Mystery 1: “The Residence” of Wuyi Rock Tea
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“The world famous mountains properly produce the nimbus grasses”.With its unique
green water and rosy mountains, Wuyi Mountain, one of the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage Sites, is regarded as the matrix of the unique nimbus grass —Wuyi rock tea.

“Wuyi Mountain is the north door of Fujian province. Since
Han dynasty, its historical events have been cataloged. The
imposing and winding mountain stret ches in an unbroken chain for
one hundred and twenty 1i.
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“Chongyou Taoist temple” (also called “Sanging Taoist
temple” ) located in Wuyi Palace, once was the place where
the successive emperors of past dynasties offered sacrifices
to Wuyi God. Zhu Xi, Liu Zihui, Xin Qiji, and Lu You were
once in charge of it.
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Yuqing Bridge, hailed as “the first bridge
in Wuyi Mountain”,is located beside the Sout
-hgate Street. It was set up in 1889, the 15th
year in the time of Guangxu in Qing Dynasty.
The bridge is 80m long, nearly 9m high and 5m
wide. The surface of the bridge is paved with
cobbles and black flagstones. It’ s a stone
arch bridge with double-stages, double-piers
and three—holes. It has the unique construct

-ion style of foldedgirder and arch.
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The Nine-twist River runs through the thousands of mountains. Each of the ridges or rock valleys has its

A
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different form: each of the strange flowers or odd grasses has its different color; each of the rare and tame birds
has its different voice; from morning till night, cloudy or sunny, each of the breeze, smoke, rain, or snow has its
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The Flavor of Wuyi Rock Tea
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different change, which makes people too busy to make proper
responses, and the landscape is secluded; from the outside
world; therefore, in the past, the former great masters hided B (16)

here to cultivate temperament.Either present or past great masters who reach here can’t help writing epigraphs

and intoning to abreact their inner feelings.” That was how Sadula,a famous poet in Yuan Dynasty, vividly

described Wuyi Mountain that has a sple-ndid cgltusé®and beautiful strange landscape.
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Seng Dynasty. Bhuxi

Wuyi Mountain is located in the north of Fujian province. Its northern latitude is 27° 43’ and
eastern longitude is 118° 01’ .The scenic area is 70 square kilometers. Most of the peaks are
about 400m above the sea level:Sanyang Peak, the highest in the scenic area rises 717m above the
sea level. “It is water that makes mountain beautiful, but not its height.” Wuyi Mountain has

a landscape with a perfect combination of waters and mountains.
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The water in Wesy mountains is from the side of Xianvia Ridge. Tt vuns tuistily among the thousands of meuntains and
have nafts on &. Wethin mdes. the cliffs of the peake ane tuwisty. eack of whick &s strange and beautiful. bhauing the oddity of Wa
Gorge and Guilin, and the cwment is not do sunft. having the ¢ nanguility of Xiao River and Xiang River, but it io steeper and
mane beautiful than them. Tt it neally a charming place for hermd.

WeiYuan 4 bistorian and aniter in 2ing Dynasty
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“Wuyi Mountain is the most fantastic one of the mountains all over the world. Mountains
are located collectively in the nine-twist river areas; each of them is changeful and

»”

inimitable....... (Ming * Lee Yuanming )
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On their arrival, the visitors will have their first
gate of the scenic area as an

manner of a king.

sight at the Great King Peak, located at the southeast

and named after the shape of the mountain which possesses the
It also enjoys the name of “Immortal Gully King” .

“impregnable pass” ,
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The Flavor of Wuyi Rock Tea
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This is the main peak of Huanggang Mountain known as the roof of East China
(2158m above the sea level),

It is a piece of exciting and fantastic and occult land. Chinese and Foreign experts

located in the Natural Preservation Zone of Wuyi Mountain.

and scholars eulogize her as a key district for protecting the biodiversity and a
habitat for existing rare animals and extinctive species in danger. And also it is
the area which has the largest number of special types of plants and animals in the
subtropical and moderate subtropical areas in the world, and which has the most
integrated, the most typical and the largest area of the forest ecosystem. There are
more than 3700 kinds of plants known to people in the preservation area. The forest
cover rate is 95%. There are mainly seven types of forest: theropencedrymion, broad
~leafed evergreen forest, bamboo theropencedrymion, Mao bamboo forest, shrubbery,
krummholz and coniferous forest, seven kinds totally, with the good reputations of
“the heaven of the bird” , “the Kingdom of the

“the world of the insect” and

- -
snake” . (Figure 25)

(FE 26)

the period from mid-December to January of the next year is the coldest

season in the Natural Preservation Zone of Wuyi Mountain. | have come here in this

season for six years to appreciate the attractive rime and snow landscape, especially

the rime here, which is usually formed in one night, with an irregular distribution of

a variety of different forms in the continuous mountains. The bright silver and golden

bamboo forest, together with broad-leaved evergreen forest and other kinds, makes the

main color that only belongs to the winter here a masterpiece due to the strong and

(Figure26-27)

cold air from north and the direction of the wind.
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All the numerous brooks among the continuous mountains in the
Natural Preservation Zone of Wuyi Mountain influx
River, and down to the scenic area of Wuyi Mountain, thus opening
up a famous clear and dark-green river known as Nine-twist and
Eighteen - bend River. (Figure 28-29)

into Tongmu
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The source of the green and bright nine-twist river in the scenic area is in the natural reservation area
of Huanggang mountain, which is known as “the roof of East China” , and whose main peak is 2158m above sea
level. The river hurtles down and is well-known for its 9 twists and 18 bends. It has its fine reputation of
“Each twist or bend turns around the mountain” , “ water falls down each mountain ”, and the water here and
there is as clear as jade” . The river together with the 36 peaks and 99 rocks constitutes a beautiful place
with the fame of “green water and rosy mountains” , with animate primitive vitality, and even with air of green
lasting appeal. All this provides a unique wonderful natural ecological environment for the Rock Tea, which em—

beds in the rocky valleys, rocky cracks where there are layers and layers of rocks and precipices, and in the
crisscross network of secluded gullies

ZAwait
. The Flavor of Wayi Rock Tea



