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Abstract

Solar eclipse received paramount attention in ancient China, with a great number of its occurrences
recorded in historical archives. As a peculiarity of Chinese history, ancient solar eclipses were often
associated with important historical events, in particular, with early state affairs. This eclipse Canon has
included descriptions, in tables and charts, of all the visible solar eclipses that occurred and will occur
in China for the 44 centuries, from 2300 BC to AD 2100. Tables of sunrise/sunset at 6 epochs, details
for important visible Chinese eclipses in the next 50 years and the grand table for world solar eclipses for
45 centuries, have been included in the appendices. The Canon is rich in contents and has equipped
with many convenient and new methods for using it. It can be either a tool book to Chinese history and

History of science or a useful source of reference to professional or amateur astronomers.
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