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PREFACE

At present the TV University (TVU) system throughout the coun-
try is carrying out SEAC policy contained in its document “The views
on TVU implementing China’ s Outlines for Educational Reform
and Development” , aiming to achieve the overall development goal of
turning the TVU into a modern open university in distance education
with distinctive Chinese characteristics at the turn of the century.
Making full use of the advantages of modern distance education to
promote continuing education is an extremely important part of the
development strategy of TVU education. Therefore, to enrich and
deepen the understanding of modern distance and open education in
practice and to explore ways of using modern teaching media in con-
ducting continuing education is essential to the development of TVU
continuing education and realization of the overall goal. The National
Association of Continuing Education of TV Universities, founded in
May 1995, has taken up the supervision and promotion of the study
of TVU continuing education theory as one of its important tasks and
has been functioning with the active involvement of TVUs through-
out the country.This collection of papers demonstrates the new
achievements in both theoretical research and practice in TVU con-
tinuing education since the Association’ s establishment two years
ago.

The National Association of Continuing Education of TV Universities
had its second annual conference in Oct.1996 in Shanghai with the
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theme of “the tasks and strategies in TVU continuing education in
applying the strategy of rejuvenating China with science and educa-
tion” . The annual conference was both an on-the-spot meeting for ex-
changing experience and a seminar on academic research in TVU
continuing education. The participants exchanged working experi-
ence and achievements in theoretical research and had extensive dis-
cussions on the problems both in theory and practice faced by TVU
continuing education. At the same time the Central TV University
and the Assessing and Training Department of the State Personnel
Ministry jointly held a seminar in Shanghai for senior administrators
in continuing education from TVUs all over the country. At the
seminar, the participants listened to reports given by authorities and
experts, and studied in detail the management issues in the develop-
ment of continuing education following the principle of combining
theory and practice. After the conference in accordance with the de-
cision made by the standing council, the Central TVU, functioning as
the leading party, the Shanghai TVU and the theory steering group
of the Association formed an editorial board responsible for the edito-
rial work of the collection. Through the assessment of the board, the
collection has included 40 papers chosen from 80 papers as well as 13
speeches and reports received from both the second annual conference
and the seminar. In addition, two more papers published recently in
the journals within the TVU system have also been included in order
to give a comprehensive view of the research achievements in TVU

continuing education throughout the country.

The collection is divided into two parts. The first part comprises
speeches and reports given by authorities and experts and the second
part contains all the papers. The majority of writers of these papers
are practitioners in TVU continuing education. Quite a number of
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papers closely relate to the practice of TVU continuing education.
While studying in great detail the position, the nature, the features
and the functions of TVU continuing education, they have paid spe-
cial attention to new and developing opportunities and severe chal-
lenges faced by TVUs in continuing education as our country is ap-
plying the strategy of rejuvenating China with science and education
and sustainable development to enhance the two fundamental trans-
formations in economic structure and economic growth. The papers
put forward some new ideas and strategies after careful investigation
and theoretical reflection. It is worth special mention that more and
more TVU continuing educationists have attached importance to fur-
ther exploitation of the advantages of modern teaching media in open
learning in TVUs to push forward continuing education to a new
stage in terms of strengthening management, ensuring quality, in-
creasing economic benefits and developing distinctive features on the
basis of summing up the rich experience gained in the past ten years.
Quite a number of papers have conducted useful exploration in these
aspects both in theory and in practice and reached’ ihitial agreement
on some important issues. Some new ideas have even resulted in con-
tention. Following A Collection of Papers on Continuing Education
in China’ s TV Universities (1995), this collection has, to a certain
extent, reflected the progress made in the past two years, and demon-
strated the widening of research areas and upgrading of research lev-
els. It is believed that the publication of this collection will play an ac-
tive role in both the promotion of theoretical research and the practi-

cal development of TVU continuing education.

Meanwhile we should realize that theoretical research in TVU con-
tinuing education has, after all, just started, and our understanding of
a lot of theories and practical problems is far behind the requirements
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of cause development and needs upgrading in terms of the depth and
sphere of research.We should conscientiously study Deng Xiao Ping’
s educational theory and study and solve the practical and theoretical
problems in TVU continuing education in the spirit of being realistic
and creative. We should genuinely establish the modern educational
concept of life-long education facing the new century and pay close
attention to the new practical and theoretical developments and
achievements in continuing education both at home and abroad. We
should also study the new trends and needs of the nation’s economic
construction and social development in order to grasp the major de-
velopment pattern of our country’s education, especially continuing
education. Closely relating to the general strategies and actual
progress of TVU educational reform and development while opening
up a new prospect in continuing education, we need to deepen our un-
derstanding, explore hypotheses and further improve our theoretical
research in continuing education. We earnestly hope that more TVU
educationists will get involved in continuing education and its theo-

retical research.

In the process of assessing, editing and publishing this collection,
guidance and support have been given by the Assessing and Training
Department of the State Personnel Ministry, the China Continuing
Engineering Education Association and the Educational Technology
Office of the State Education Commission. All TVUs and the Central
TVU Publishing House have given vigorous support and help. The
secretariat of the National Association of Continuing Education of TV
Universities, the Open Education Research Institute of Shanghai
TVU and the Continuing Education Department of the Central TVU
have made great contribution to the collection. We hereby express our
thanks. Due to the capacity of the editors and the limited time for
. 8 .



editing, there are bound to be oversights and omission. All comments
and criticism from the paper writers and readers are respectfully wel-

come.

The editors 1997.10
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With an overall analysis of the situation of adult education, the au-
thor makes clear the tasks, objectives and target learners of adult edu-
cation, pointing out that the development of adult education is neces-
sary for reform and opening to the outside world centering around e-
conomic growth, for the construction of a democratic legal system
and of a moral civilization, and is needed by the status quo of educa-
tion and labor and essential for the healthy development of the labor
market. At the same time, the author emphasizes that the under-
standing of adult education should be deepened in the following as-

Ppects: the change of traditional education system is a prerequisite for
.1 -



